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EPISTLE DEDICATORY 
T O THE 

KING OF SWEDEN 

SIRE, 

u r n-^ /u ^"L^ P'i'^ ^y ^'■^"tude Ihall not 
be fulhed by adulation. To Sweden, bap- 
py in having conBded in your hand's the 
lacred depofit of her liberty . To Sweden 
where Tranquillity, Concord, and the mild 
. authoritvof the Laws, now reign in the 
^ place of Anarchy and Confufion f To that 
^ nation, too long diftraaed by foreign inte- 

- xefts. and now fuddenly made fcnfible of 
«sown; reunited, reftored toherfelf, de- 

ivered at length from thofe fliackles which 
kept her virtues and her ftrengih in thral- 

- dom : To Sweden, Sire, it belongs to pro- 
^ claim Your glories. ^ 

A 2 I hope 
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I hope, one day, to record in the annals 
of your augfuft AlKes, that fii ft and magni- 
ficent epoch of your Majefly's reign, that 
Revolution fo neceflary. Sire, as it may 
well be fiiled, «to the happinefs of your 
fubjeds, fiuce it was atchieved without vi- 
olence on the one fide, and without refift- 
ance on the other. But this teftimony 
litiich I fhaHbear to Sweden's Benefaéior 
and Deliverer, will not be made public 
till I am no more; when the tomb, inac- 
cefliible as well to Hope as Fear, will be 
the warrant of my fivceriiy. 

At prefent, Sire, my own fame is the 
objed I am providing lor, in befeeching of 
you to permit this Work to make its ap- 
pearance under your aufpices, as a monu- 
ment of the favour with which your Ma- 
jefty condefcends to honor me« 

But whither am I running i Is it mf own 
concerns, is it my own trifling reputation, 
that liiould occupy me on an occafion like 
the prefent? Half the globe oppreffed, 
laid wafte by Fanaticifm, is the piâure I 
have to offer to your Majefly. I have been 
laying open the grcajeft wound the fword 

of 
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of the Perfecutor ever gave to human kind; 
I ttave been profecutiiig at the Bar of Re- 
ligion the created critne that Ealfe Zeal 
ever conunitted in her name: Can there 
be any room for a thought of fuch aa ob- 
jeélas-myfelf? 

TÎS Humanity, Sire, Humanity infult- 
cd and trampled under feet by her moft 
cruel enemy : *Tis Humanity herfelf I %n 
endeavouring to put under the proteftion 
of a juft and good King, or rather of all 
good Kings, of all Kings who are like 
you. The crimes of Fanaticifm are not 
of the number of thofe which it is fuffici- 
cnt to expofe to the fe verity of the laws j 
for the laws themlelves" arc nothing where 
Fanatfcifm bears fway. All other crimes 
( have either chaftifement to apprehend, or 
infamy. But thofe of Fanaticifm bear a 
ftamp upon them which keeps authority, 
force, and opinion in fubjeélion ; a religi- 
ous refped guards them from puniÛiment 
too often, and conftantly from fliame. 
Their very atrocity ftrikes a kind of reli- 
gious terror ; and if now and then they 
are puaiihed, they are revered for it but 
the more. Fanaticifm takes upon himfelf the 
office of the exterminating Angel. Charged, 
' A3 a» 
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as he pretends» with the execution of Hea- 
ven's vengeance, he acknowledges neither 
bound nor law, nor judge upon the earth. 
He fets up the Altar againft the Throne; 
he fpeaks to Kings in the name of Grod ; 
he replies to the complaints of Nature and 
Humanity by anathemas and curfes. All 
is huih before him ; for mute is the horror 
he infpires, 1 y rannizing over men's hearts 
ajM^ minds, he ftifies all lentiment, and ex- 
tinguifhes the very light of Nature. He 
puts to flight all (hanie, all pity, and all 
remorfe: no infamy, no punifliment can 
intimidate him : every thing is ro him mat- 
ter of triumph and of glory. What is 
there that can^face him ? What even from 
the height of the throne, when upon the 
height of the throne he looks down, as it 
were, from the heights of Heaven? So- 
vereigns and' people all ft and confounded 
in his fight : nor knows he any other dif- 
tinâiou among men, than that between 
his viôims and his flaves. Kings, how- 
ever, are the perfons of all others he An- 
gles out, cither as being the moft power- 
ful, to render them the inftmments, or, 
as moft confpicuous, the objeÔs of his 
fury : for as to refpeâ, tney arc facred to 
him only in proportion as be is fo to ihem> 

Accord- 
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Accordingly, a huadred and a hundred 
time?* have they been feea dpiog his bloody 
\irork in an agony of deteftation ;• and for 
no other reafon than iheir dread of falling 
themfelve6 und^r the lafti of his fury, fufr 
fering him to devour his prey, and deli* 
vering men up to him by millions» that 
be might glut himfelf^ and be appeafed. 
What an enemy. Sire, is this to Sove- 
reigns, to the Fathers of their people ! a 
roonfler who tears their children to pieces 
in their very arms, without their daring to 
proteû them ! Surclyj then, it is the bu- 
finefs of Kings to join hands from one end 
of the world to the other, in order taftran- 
gle him at his birth ; or rather, if poffible, 
before his birth, together with that Super- 
ftition which is the mother that en^nders, 
and the nurfe that fofters hinu 

You are born, Sire, tofetagreat exam- 
ple to your Fellow Monarchs: but, per- 
haps, there is not any way in which you 
can render yourfelf dearer or more ufeful 
to the world, than by inviting Kings to 
give a diftînguifhed proteâion to thofe writ- 
ers who make it their bufinefs to guard fu- 
ture generations againft the artifices and 
the fury of Fanaticifin, and to infufe into 
men's minds that truly celeftial light, thofe 
A 4 great 
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great principles of humanity and univerfal 
concord, tbofe maxims of indulgence and 
of love, of which Religion in concert with 
Nature has made the abridgement of her 
laws, and the eOence of her morality. 

I am, with the moft profound refpeft, 
SIRE, 
Your MajeRy's moft humble 
and moft obedient Servant, 

MARMONTEL. 
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t^^ VERY nation had its cut-throatsi and 
its fanatics: every nation has had its period 
of barbarifm, its paroxyfms of frenzy. The 
moft refpeftable are thofe who are the firft to 
own it» Tiie Spaniards have not been want- 
ing, in, this generous pride > {& well fuited to 
the chara£ter of tHatnalion.. 

A more affeâing, a.more tremendous pic- 
ture was never traced by the hand of Hlftory, 
than that of the miferies of the New World, 
as given by Bartholèmew de Las-Càfâs*. That 
Apoftle of the Indies» that virtuous Prelate, 
that intrepid witnefs, whofe teftimony no ter« 
rors could fupprefs,- compares the Indians to 
fo many lambsf^ wliom the Spaaiiards, like 
Jialf-familhcd tygers^ were hunting for their 
blood. Nothing has he adv-anced in his book« 
but what he had proclaimed in the face of the 
A 5 Spanifli 

* His hook IS cmklcd,.The «Tifcovcry of the Wed-Indiei. 

It was firft publifhed in SpaniHi, in 1542. A French tranfla- 
tioïv was printed at Paris in 1687. l^ote of the Author. 

There is an £n$li(h tranilation of i$ printed at London in 1693. 
Note of the Tr an fiat or. 

t Columbus gives them the fame chara^cr. « 1 fwear," fay^ 
be in one of his letters to Fenh'nand, ** 1 fvvear to yourMajefty, 
** there is not in the wo* Id a people more gentle, more inofFcnftte. 
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Spamfli Sovereigns, of the Council of Caftile, 
of a court that had fold itfelf to the ruffians 
he was accufing. Nobody durft blame him ; 
he was even honored for his zeal : a ftriking 
proof that the enormities he reported were 
neither avithorifed by the Prince, nor coun- 
tenanced by the nation. 

It is well known to have been all along the 
declared pleafure of Ifabella, of Ferdinand, 
of Ximenes, of Charles V. that the Indians 
Ihould be favourably treated : witnefs their 
inftruflions and regulations*. 

As to thefe enormities, of which Spain has 
purged hcrfelf by the ingenuoufnefs of her 
confeflion, and the freedom of his cenfnre, 

we 

* ** What Î find It moft difficult to forgive yo» for," faid Ifa- 
l^e)la to Columbus, *' is (he iiaving, in fpite of my prohibitions, 
'* deprived a number of Indians of their liberty.*' 

By a regulation of Charles Ximenes f it was provided, that 
the Indians (bouid be cifpofediDf at a diftance from the Spaniards j 
that they n^>uld be made fcrviceable, yet not fo as to be treated 
with fevtrity ; that they (hould be formed into tcwn^ips : that 
ewery family (hould bealowed a little property of its own, which 
it Ihould manage to its own profit, pa>ing onfy an equitable af- 
firment. 

In an AiTembly of Divines and Lawyers, holden at Burgos, the 
Catholic King, Ferdinand, pafled an aâ, declaring that the in- 
hfibitants of the New World were free, and ordering that as fuch 
ihey Hiould be treated. «* Your Majefty,*' fays Las-Cafas to 
CharJcs V. *• gave the fame orders again in 1523.*' A dccifion 
to the fame efFc^Sl was given by the Council 1529, after a Ion; 
debate. 

f Trime Mlnifter for fome time during the minority of Chartes 
V. Emperor of Germany and King of Spain. See Robertfon's 

i,;jîçry of that Mnarfb, Note of the frafiJIaUr» 
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we (hall fee that among any other people,* the 
fame circumftances would have found mca 
capable of running iato the fame excefles. 

The Inhabitants of the Temperate Zbne,. 
tranfplanted into the countries between the 
Tropics, find tlicmfelves incapable,. under a 
fcorching fun, of fupporting any intenfe fa- 
tigue. There were but three courfes, there* 
fore, which the Spaniards could take : either 
to give up all views of profit from the New 
World ;. or. elfe to rcftrift thcmfclves to a 
peaceable traffic with the Indians; or lafily, 
to compel them *by force to tl)e neceffary talks 
of ranfacking tbebowcis of the earth, and 
cultivating its furfâce.*- 

T.Ô renounce all ideaof conqueft, they mull 
have poileited akindof wifdomwhich thepeo- 
ple have never had^ and fove reigns but feldom- 
To have aimed at eftablilhûig a niutual inter^ 
change of .commercial advantages would have^ 
been thfi more politic as well as the jufter.plan. 
Allured by nevv plcafures, an4 ftimulated by 
new wants, theTndiàn would* have become 
more aâive, more laboriou5 ; and gentlenefs 
would have compa^Ted what violence has found 
impraticable. But the llrong in his dealings 
with the weak, difdr^^g^^tEeTà temperaments. 
His gorge rifes;at it(^ m'lon of equality : lie 
domineers, he orders,. Ue. would take every 
> thing, 
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thing, and în return give nothing. The ad- 
venturer who fet foot on Indian ground was 
eager to make his way to Fortune» and traffic 
was «a vehicle too flow for his impatience. 
In vain did equity cry aloud to him : ** If the 
** land be fuch that you cannot draw forth its 
** riches by your own hands, leave it, Be- 
** caufe you are poor, do not be inhuman.** 
Indolent and craving, nothing would fervc 
them, but, in the midfl of their haughty idle- 
nefs, they mufl have their treafures and their 
flavcs. The Portuguefe had already hit upon 
the horrible refource of negro flavery : the 
Spaniards had not yet been in a fituation to 
adopt it.' The Indians, weak by conflitution, 
and temperate by habit, exempt from paffions, 
almofl without wants, relaxed by inadtivity, 
looked upon the labors that were enjoined them 
as intolerable ; their patience wore out, and 
became exhaufled with their flrength : Flight, 
their only fafeguard, flole them from oppref- 
fion. How were they to be dealt with then? 
*• Inflave them/' was the word. This was 
naturally the firft flage in the ptogrefs of Ty- 
ranny. 

. We are now to obferve by what fleps it 
drove on to excefTes, at which nature fhudders* 
To apprchenJ'the ibà^ ' iftbem, we ftiould 
underfland that the ( ^^-v>Vorid, flill plunged 
in the gloom of ign» iîîihce 'and fu^perftition, 

was 
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was fo aftonîlhed at the dîfcovery of the New, 
that it could not perfuade itfelf that any thing 
in the one had its refemblance in the other. 
It was a topic of debate in the Schools, whr* 
ther the Indians were human creatures or ba- 
boons ? It required a Bull from Rome to de- 
termine the difpute. . 

We fhould bear in mind too, that the Ca£> 
tilians, who went over to the Indies with Co» 
lumbus, were the dregs of the nation, the 
very refufe of the populace*. Beggary, ra- 
pacity, debauchery, a determined courage, 
but untemper'd by remorfe or fhame ; thefe, 
added to an unaccountable mixture of pride 
and meanncfs, compofed the charaâer of this 
foldiery, unworthy to bear the colours and 
the name of a fpirited and generous people. 
At the kçad of this abandoned tribe were a few 
volunteers, as void of difcipline as of morals ; 
wlio^knewno honor but what was laid in cou- 
ragC) ^Yiof law but that of the fword, no objeft 
worthy of their toil but plunder. Such were 
the tn*n into whofe hands the unfortunate im- 
prudence of Columbus delivered a people that 
had caft itfelf xjpon his mercy. 

The Inhabitants of the iiland Ha-etc f had 
deceived the Caflilians as fo many gods. De-» 
lighted with their new guefis, and eager to 
' • >• make 

^ A^ number of them had been convins. 
f Th« Ifland of UifpanioU^ or St. Domin$o« 
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make them welcome» they came and offered 
them their little property with all imaginable 
franknefs, and with a refpeft that bordered 
upon adoration. This refpeft it was in the 
power of the Caûilians to have maintained 
for ever. But Columbus was impatient to get 
back to Spain with the news of his fuccefsf- 
He fet out, leaving in the midft of the Indians 
jsi gang of villains; who took their wives; and 
-daughters by force, abufed them before thek 
eyes, and went on provoking them by all 
manner of exccfles, till, taking courage from 
defpair,.the Indians rofe and maflkcred the 
abandoned crew. 

Columbus on his return was informed of 
their deûruâion. It was no more than jujllc 
he ought to have forgiven it ; and inftead of 
that, he employed perfidy to revenge it. He 
laid a fnare for the Cacique|who had delivered 
the ifland from thefc ruffians, got him into hi9 
power by treachery, and fhipped him off fp? 
Spain. Upon that the whole i{lan<Jfofe: but 
an' undifciplined throng, naked airf ?iJmoft 
without ^rmsj'ftood no chance agaînft a regular 
body of well-armed veterans: thegrejjterp^i tof 

the 

f His fear was, that one of his Captains, named Pi nfon, who 
liad feparated from hirti with his /hip, wowld get the i!tart of 
him, and rob hinntiDf the honor of the difcovery. 

•^Thcnameof the Cacique was Caonabo. The (hip, with 
five others, was beat to pieces by a dorm before ihey were out 
•f port. 
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the Indians was cut to pieces ; the reft betook 
theinfelves either to flight or to fubmiilion. 
It was on this occalion that Columbus firft 
taught the Spaniards the method of purfuing 
and attacking the Indians by dogs, who were 
kept in training for the purpofe*. 

The Indians reduced to fubjeâion, groaned 
for fome time under the hard laws impofed on 
them by their vanquifliers» Worn out at laft, 
and driven to defperation, they made their 
efcape into the mountains. The Spaniards 
purfued them, and flaughtered a great num* 
ber ; but in this maifacre the tyrants found no 
relief to their own necefSties : the labourers 
gone» there wasan end of their fubiiftencc. A 
diftribution was then made of the lands among 
the Spaniards, and the Indians were enjoined 
to cultivate them. The hardihips they were 
fubjeâed to became now intolerable. Co^ 

lumbus 

* Their way of attacking a m»n, was to Ay at hit throat, »nd 
keep ho)d of him there till they had Arangled him, and when they 
bad brought him down, tear him limh from limb. fLat-Cafas.) 
The Spanilh h)Aorian:-~^oald one think it ? have taken a plea» 
fure in giving a magnificent eulogium of one of thtfe dogs, called 
Mextriilo, vrho, for his fiercenefs, and ijngular fagacity in diftin- 
goifhing an Indian from a Spaniand» had the fame allowance fi}f* 
en him as a foldier } and that not only of provifioos, bnt of ^old, 
(laves^ &c. The other dogs had but half-pay : but they had, be- 
fides that, the fle(h of the Indians whom they had killed them- 
felves, or who were killed for them. Spaniards have been feen, 
fays Las-Cvfas, Inhuman enough to take infants from the bread 
to feed their dogs with. Their way was to Uke the child by its 
leg5, and (o ftar it ioto quarters. 
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lumbus tried to moderate them: the fevcrity 
he ufed, occaiioned a revolt among his people. 
The guilty, according to cullom» blackened 
their accufer, and ruined him in the favour 
of the Court. 

The man who took Columbus's place*» and 
who fent him back to Spain in fetters for the 
crime of having endeavoured to put a check 
to thefe enormities, took care not to follow 
his example. He faw that the fureft way of 
attaching men who were enemies to all difci- 
pline, was to give rapine its free courfe, and 
to be -a fharer in the fpoil. This was the plan 
he followed. 

' From forced labour the pafTage is but fliort 
to utter flavery. The Wanders were number- 
ed, divided into clafles, and diûributed, like 
fo many droves of cattle, among the Spanifh 
pofleilions, to cultivate the fields, and labour 
in the mines. Reduced to the moft abjeâ fer- 
vitude, they were daily dropping off under 
their hardlhips, and the ifland was upon the 
point of becoming a defart. The Court of 
Spain, informed of the raercilefs infenfibility 
of the Governor, recalled him; and by a ca- 
taftrophe which is looked upon as a judgment 
of Heaven, he w.as fcarce embarked when be 
perijfhed in the fight of the very ifiand. One-. 

apd- 

* Francîs dé Eovadilla. 
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and-twenty vefTels, charged with the enormous 
quantity of gold he had drawn froo) the mines, 
funk with him. At no time, fay the hiftori- 
anSy did the fea ev^r fwallow up fuch riches : 
I will add, nor ever fuch a monfter. 

His fucceflbr ♦ was more crafty, but not lefs 
inhuman. Liberty bad been reftored to the 
lilanders : and from that time the working of 
the mines, and the produâ of them, had ceafed. 
The new tyrant wrote over to Ifabella, ca- 
.Itrmniated the Indians., made a crime of their 
ilyingfrcnn the Spaniards, and choofing rather 
to live, as be faid, likp vagabonds, than dwell 
with tbç Chriftiausy and be taught their laws ; 
.** as if it had been their bufinefs to divine," 
fays Las-Cafas, '< that there was fuch a thing 
♦* as a new law.." 

The (Jueen gaw into the deceit. She knew 
not, that if the Indians avoided the Spaniards, 
it was but to efcape opprelGon : She knew not, 
that to feek out and ferve thofe barbarous 
mailers, the Indians were to quit their habi- 
tations, their wives, their children ; to leave 
their own property uncultivated, to crofs im- 
menfe defarts ere they could reach the place 
of their dcftination, expofed all the way to 
perifli with hunger and fatigue. She ordered, 
that they Ihould be obliged to live in fociety 

with 

* Kicholai Ovando* 
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%ith the Spaniards» and that their Caciques 
Ihould each lof them be bound to furnilh a 
number of men to perform the taiks that 
fliould be enjoined them. 

This was all that was wanted* It is the way 
with the underlings of Tyranny to obtain or- 
ders couched in terms of fuch convenient am* 
biguity, as may be conftrued, upon occafioni 
into a warrant for their crimes. The Gover- 
nor» having ridden himfelf, by the blackeft 
treachery, of the only people in ther ifland 
that were in a condition to make refiftaoce^, 
the reft were fwept awayt and in the mines of 
Cibao there perilhed fuch- a number of them^ 
that the ifland was foon turned into a defartf. 
This management feems. to have been takea 
by the Spaniards as* a model for th^conduft 
they purfued in all the countries, of the New 
World. Example grew into ufage, and on 
ufage was founded a kind of law of univerfal 
extermination. 

Now, that in thefe, as^ in all other coun- 
tries, the ftrong fliauld lord it over the weak ; 

that, 

♦ The people of 33arag»a» • 

f ThoCe whom Oiuodo bad. placed at the head of his ti^ops, 
with orders to put it oat of the power of the Indians ever to give 
him .any uneafinei^, reduced them to fiKh cruel eztranMtitey that 
in defpair they would plunge their arrows into their own bodies,. 
tear them out, champ them with their teeth, brealc them in pie- 
ces, and throw them at the Chriftians ^ of whom they thought 
(hejr were taking a Kind of revenge by this defiance» Herrera^ 
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that, to get gold, men fhould have laviflied 
blooii; that floth and rapacity ihould bave 
chained down to labour a people who wifhed 
but to be quiet; thefe are beaten, thefe are 
barren truths. Every one knows, that the 
tbirft of riches and the love of idlenefs give 
birth to plunder ; that at a diftance from the 
feat of government the laws are without fup- 
port, authority without force, difcipline with* 
out vigour; that Kings, whom it is fo eafy to 
impofe upon before their faces, are ûill more 
ea£ly trifled with at a difiance ; that nothing 
is more in courfe thaa to obtain from them, 
by falfehood and furprife, orders, which if 
they forefaw half the abufe that might be 
made of them, they would ihudder at. 

But what is not in the nature of men, eve A 
the moft perverfe, is what I now muft menti- 
on. The pen has dropt from my hand more 
than once in copying it: but 1 befeech the 
reader to do himfelf, for opce, the fame vio- 
lence that I have. It concerns me, that be- 
fore I lay open the defign of^ my work, the 
objeâ of it fhould be underfiood. It is Bartho* 
lomew de Las-Cafas who gives the following 
account of fcenes he was ah eye-witnefs of, 
addreiSng himfelf to the Council of the Indiesl 

** The Spaniards, mounted on fine horfes, 
** armed with fwords and lances, felt no emoi 

»• lion 
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** tion but contempt at the fight of an enemy 
** fo ill equipped. They went on butchering 
" with impunity. Tliey would rip open wo- 
*^ men with child for the pleafure of daughter- 
•* Ing at one ftrokc both the 'parent and off- 
'* fpring : they would lay wagers who fhould 
** fhew bimfelf mofl dexterous in deaving a 
** man down at a fingle blow, t>r in making 
** his head fly oflF his fhoulders : they would 
*^ fnatch infants from the mothers breails, and 
** dafli their brains out againft the ftones.—— 
** For putting to death the head men of ihefe 
nations, they bad a way of railing a low 
afFoldy fupported by forks and poles. Af- 
** ter having ftretched them out at length, they 
•* ufed to light under them a flow fire, pro- 
** trading, as long as poflible, the torments 
** of thcfc poor creatures, who thus gave up 
** the gfaoft with horrid fbrieks and hewlings, 
*^ the language of fury and defpair. 1 faw one 
** day four or five men of the bighefi rank 
** among the Iflanders burning in that man- 
•* nerr but as their flirieks were troublcfome to 
*< a Spanifli Captain, and hindered him from 
** taking his nap, he ordered them to be ftran- 
** gled. Upon that an officer, whofe name I 
** well remember, and whofe family is known 
" at Seville^ put g^gs into their mouths to flop 
** their crying, that he might fee them broil 
** at leifure, and not lofe his amufement till 
*♦ the torment had run its length. I have 

** been 
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" been cye-wîtncfs of all thefe cruelties, and 
" of an infinity of others, of which I Ihall 
*' fay nothing.'* 

The volume from which I have extrafted 
tlie recital of thefe abominations, is filled from 
beginning to end with accounts of the fame 
nature. This pafled, we may remember, in 
Hifpaniola; and thofe who have read what 
pafled in that iiland, know what was the prac- 
tice in all the iflands of the Gulph, in all the 
coafts, in Mexico and in Peru. 

What was the caufe of all thcfe horrors at 
which Nature ftands aghaft? Fanaticifm.— — 
Fanaticifm alone is capable of them. To 
Fanaticifm and that only, they belong. 

By Fanaticifm I mean a fpirit of intolerance 
and perfecution, a fpirit of hatred and venge- 
ance, entertained in behalf of a Deity whom 
men fuppofe to be incenfed, and whofe mînîC- 
ters they pretend to make thcmfelves. This 
fpirit reigned in Spain, and had made its way 
to America with the firft conquerors. But as 
if men had been afraid of its relenting, they 
made an article of faith of its maxims, and 
turned its fury into a law. What was atfirft 
uo more than private opinion was reduced to 
fyftem. A Pope eftablilhed it with the fcalof 
that Aproftolic power, which at that time knew 
no bounds. He drew a line from Pole to Pole, 

and 
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and by the plenitude of his authority divided 
the New World exclufivcly between two 
Crowns*. He referved to Portugal all to the 
eaftward of that line ; to Spain he gave all 
that was to the weft of it, authorizing her 
kings to fubdue, and, by the affiftancc of God*& 
mercy, to bring over to the Chriftian faith all 
the inhabitants, as well of the ifles as of the 
main land, whofe lot fhould be on thatflde. 
This Bull is of the year 1493, *^^ ^^^ ®^ *'^^ 
Pontificate of Alexander the Sixthf- 

We (hall foon fee the fyftem that was raifcd 
upon this foundation, and that of all the crimes 
of the Borgias, the greateft was this Bull. 

The right of fubduîng the Indians thus ef- 
tablilhed, a draught of a manifefto was fent 
from Spain to America, to fummon the peo- 
'pie to furrender themfclvest. In this draught, 
approved, and probably compofed by their 
Doctors of Divinity, it is faid that God had 

given 

. "i^ It is a known 1^017, that Francis the Firft deiiian<)«d to fee 
that article in Adam's will, that had exchided France from its 
(hare in the New World. 

f It is entitled, Decretttm et inJultum jiUxandri Sextifufer ex' 
pedithne inbarharos Nevi Orhh, fuot Judos wrawf.— ** The decree 
** and Indulgence of Aleaunder the Sixth, relative to the expedi- 
" tion againft the barbatians of the New World, who are called 
« Indians." 

% The firft who made ufe of this draught was Alphoofo Ojeda, 
in X 510. It has ferved the Caftilians, f^s Herrera, as a ftanding 
precedent wherever they have attempted to get footing. 
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given the government and the fovcreîgnty of 
the World to a man named Peter, that to 
him alone was given the name of Pope, which 
fignifies Gretit and AdmirabUf^ becaufe he is 
the Farther and Guardian of all mankind; 
that the men who lived in tbofe days obeyed 
him, and acknowledged him as mafter of the 
world ; that by the fame title one of his fac- 
ceiTorsiiad made the Kings of Caftile a prefent 
of thefe iilands, and of the main land that is 
iituated in the ocean; that all the nations to 
whom this donation had been notified, had 
fubmitted to the poWer of thofe Kings, with- 
out condition or equivalent. •* If you will do 
** the fame,'' adds the Spaniard whofpcaks in 
this compofition, " you will find your account 
*' in it, as almofi: all the inhabitants of the 
** other iflands have found theirs. — —But, on 
** the contrary, if you do not, or if thro' ma- 
'Slice you may make delay in doing it, I declare 
** to you, and aflure you, that, with God's 
" help^ I will make war upon you to the ut- 
'< termoft : I will attack you on all fides, and 
** with all my forces: I will fubjeft you to the 
" yoke of the Church's and the Kings obedi- 
•' ence : I will take your wives and your chil- 

•« dren, 

f It fignifies no fitch thiog. The wor4 in Greek and lattn it 
^appa, or Papa» which in thefe languages was originally neither 
more or lefs than Hnrhat as In ours a familiar appellatife for the w«rd 
Father. It occais ffeq|M»ti| ill HoiiMr in that foi^ if*ti •/ 

the Tranjhtor* 
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** Jren, to make flaves of them { I will fell 
^* them or put them to work according to the 
** pleafure of the King: I will carry ofF your 
<^ goods» and will do to you alt imaginable 
** mifchicf, as to fo many difobedient and re- 
'< bellious fubjeôs: and I make proteftation, 
*< that the blame of all the maifacres and all 
*"^ the evils that will be the confequence, will 
'^ lie at your own door ,- and not at that of the 
** King, nor at mine, nor of the noble per- 
*' fons who are come with me.'* 

Thus was reduced to fyftem the right of en- 
flaving, oppreiSng, and exterminating the In- 
dians ; and every time this great queftion was 
debated before the Kings of Spain, the Coun- 
cil heard Divines arguing on both lidcs of the 
queftion ; fome reclaiming in the name of 
Heaven the rights of human nature ; others 
oppofing to thefe rights the intereft of the 
Faith, the example of the Hebrews, tlial of 
tiic Greeks and Romans, and the authority of 
Ariftoile, who was clear, they faid, that the In- 
dians were born to be ilaves of the Caftillans^. 

Now, 

^T lie truth is, the Greek Philosopher does obfervein general, 
that fome are born to be flaves. See his Treatife on a Common- 
wealth, B. I.e. 5 & 6. This in one fenfe, is certainly true. 
Slaves fome men ai* bom to be, fincfe HaVes they arc. But for 
this we are not much the wifcr. He intended, perhaps, we Oi^old 
go farther, and fay, So it is, therefore fo it ought to be. This is 
ttie ftanding argument in ^voiir of all abiifes. NvtfeftUTranJl. 

m 
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Now, when a queftioii of this kind degene- 
rates into SI religious controverfy, it is vifible 
how much a Council of State muft be at a 
lofs what part to take, and what an advantage 
violence has over moderation*. Juftice and 

Truth 



In the faxnottt conference between Bartholomew de Las-Cafat 
with the Bi(lio«> of Darien, tbc Bifliop, Don Juan de Quevedo, 
haJ the aiTurance to declare, that to his mind the Indians feeiaed 
to be ,born for flayery. ^ 

A Doâor Sépulvéda, gained by the Court Orattdecs, who had 
property in the Indies, made a book, in vrhicb he maintained tbac 
the wars of the Spaniards in the New World were not only law. / 
ful, but neceflary for the eftablifhing ot the Faith, and that the I 
Spaniards had a right to fubdue the indianSé 

Las-Cafas, who was made to enter the Hfls with this outrage^ 
DUS Doctor, anfwercd» tliat tiic Indians wciecapabJe« indeed, rf 
receiving the Faith, of embracing good habits, and of praâifing 
all the virtues, but chat the way was to engage them by pcrfuafi* 
on and good example: and lie piopofcd for models the ApoAlea 
and Martyrs. Bot Sépulvéda oppofed him with tlie command of 
our Saviour, *< Compel them to come in )** and with the book of 
Deuteronomy, ch.KX. lo. i6. where it is fûd; ** When thou 
«< corned nigh unto a city to fight againfi it, then proctaim pcact 
<( Qtito ic. And it Aiall be, it it make the anfwer of peace, and 
*• open unto thite, then it (hall be, that all the people that it 
** found therein fliall be tributaries unto thee, and they ihaU ferve 
" thee. And if it will make no peace with thcci but will make 
« war againfi thee, then thau /halt befiege it. And when the 
«* Lord thy God hath delivered it into thine hands, tltou (halt 
'• fmite every male thereof with the edge of the fi^ord.-^But of 
*« the cities of this people winch the Lord thy Gud doth give thee 
" for an inheritance, thou (ha'tfave alive nothing that breathcth.** 

* There appeared an infiince of this when the Monks of tho 
Older of St. Jerom were charged, in quality of CommiiTioners, 
with the bufineft of executing the ordinance of Ximeses. The 

purport 

Vol I. b 
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Troth fcave on their fide none hxkt their own - 
friends ; and they are the minority : tlie caofe 
of the Paffions has in its favour, all fuch as 
cither arc or may be interefted on that fide ; 
and thefe are the more eager to lay hold of 
icnj opinion that is favourable to mifrule, in 
that it fcreens them from fliame, fecures them 
In impunity, and delivers them from remorfe. 

It was this opinion that, leaguing itfelf with 
the paffions of pride and avarice, fteeled the 
hearts of the Caftilians againft every fenti- 
; ment of humanity. Accordingly, in their 
*£yes, the Indians were but a kind of brotc 
beàfts« condemned by nature to fufier and to 
obey: an impious and rebellious race, who by 
their errors and their crimes merited all the 
wife ries U)at .cauld be lieaped upon tlieui^ 
ei>emie«, rn Ihort, to a God who demanded 
vengeance, and whofe. favour could not be 
in any other way more effeâ-ually compalled 
tRan by exterminating them. 

i mean to do itrîâ juftîce ; rapacity, wan- 
tonnefs; and debauchery, I fhall Icaye in pof- 
leiEon of tlieir full Ihare in the abominations 

of 

pttiport cf thk\>rdinancc wat, toa1>oli()i tlœ daOês into tshkh 
the Indians had been diAiibmed. This provifion, on which the 
fate of chofc people abfo1utel|r<iepended, was without effcBt^ audi 
they continued in flaverj by the weakneifs and mifoonduâ of thofe 
unworthy Coonniirioneri. 
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of this conqtieft* To Fanatlci&n I fhaH give 
csedit for- na more than what are its peculiar 
ofBpringr «hat^elibers^te and ftudied crtielty 
it gives bltth to^ that rancour which can make 
a feaft- of the ^niferies- it inA^ents^that rage 
whiehtcan .Iharpen itfelf at command.' Is it 
imlced conceivable that the gentlenefe, the 
patténcQy the humility of the Indian?, the 
tender tad affbâionate welcome they had giy- 
<n the Spaniards^ fhould not* have difarmed 
tiieifi intruders» if Fanaticifm.had not ftepped 
in to fteel theic hearts, and fpur them on to 
wickeduef&2 , And. to what other caufe can 
ope impure their fury? Caa rapine» unallicd 
'^^^h fuperftitiqn, drive men to fuch a pitch 
^'' paduefs as .to tear open the bowels of preg- 
ïKÎ.lIc women, to cut the throats, of decrepid 
old men, and of infants at the breaft, to make 
a paftime of ufelefs raaflacr^,. apd to vie with 
the Philaris's in the art of' torturing? Nature 
in her irregularities nwiy now and then, pro- 
duce a finglc monfter of this fort. But whole 
companies of men cruel for» the. fake of cru- 
elty, whole coloniesof men-tygers— — fuch a 
phenomenon is too n^uch for all the powers of 
fature. to produce.- B^afph^mers.! "Wfiilii 
they were cutting to pieces, or burning a 
whole people, they kept calling upon God 
and upon- liis Saints! They raifed thirteen 
gibbets, aad hung^ upon them thirteen Indi- 
* b z ans 
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ans, in honor, as they faiJ, of Jefus and the 
Twelve Apoftles I How, was this impiety, or 
was it fanaticifm ? There is no tnëdiam ; and 
it is well known that the Spaniards, at that 
time of day as well as now, were far enough 
from being chargeable with impiety. It it not 
therefore without reafon, that I hâvef attri- 
buted to Fanaticifm what all the wickedncfs 
that ever entered the human heart could never 
have atchieved without it: and if there be 
any one who can ftill fhut his eyes againft 
evidence, let me afk him. Whether the Spisi- 
niards, if they had been engaged with Catho- 
lic enemies, would have taken the fleih of 
their prifoners to feed dogs with ? Whether 
they would have furnilhcd their fliamblesr ^ 
the carcafes of men of their own faith," an3 
fold piece-meal thofe whom they deemed 
members of Jefus Chrift ? 

. The partizans of Fanaticifm do their ut« 
ftloft to confound it with Religion. It is their 
everlafting fophifm. The true friends of Re- 
ligion are fiudious to difplay the difference, 
and tp rid her of a viper that neftles in her 
1)ofom. Such is the defign that animates my 
pen. 

Thofe who think that the conteft is decided 
in favour of Truth,' without danger of a re- 

verfe ; 
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verfe; that^ft k^.ull over with Panaticifcnv; 
that the altars which it once lighted up can 
no longer afford it an afyluoi ; will look upon 
my wof k as fi^pâuoas and out of date. God 
gsant ,they may be right! I Ihouldbe unwor- 
thy to defend fo fair » caufe, if I repined 
at any advantage it may have gained before 
me and without me. 1 know^ indeed, that 
there never was a time when the tunvfop mo- 
deration was fo general over Europe as it ie 
now -^ biit I will take leave to repeat here 
what I have fsûd on a former occafion,. that 
wAen: tic wfHers org low y then is the fcafon for 
emàanhing. .. 

. ). • 

^ The objeû then of this work, I declare it 
without refervc, is to contribute, as much as 
in me lies, to bring this deftruâive Fanaticifm 
mto flill deeper and deeper deteftation : to 
hinder it, a» n>w:h a&in melies» from being 
ever confounded with a religion full of charity 
and compaffion, and to infpire men with as 
firm fentiments of love and reverence for the 
one, as of hatred and execration for thr other. 

Taking, hiftory for my warrant, I have 
brought knaves and fanatics upon the ftage, 
rt muft be confefled : but 1 h»ve brought real 
Cbriftians to contraft with them. Bartholo- 
atevir de Las-Caias is the model of thofe whom 
^3 1 revere: 
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I revere : *tis in him that I have endeavoured 
to difplay the fruits of a lively faith, an ex- 
alted piety, a pure and tender zeal» in a word» 
of the true Chriftian fpirit in its genuine fim-» 
plicity. Fernando de Luquez» Davila, Vin- 
tentio de Valverde Requelme, are the exam- 
pies I have given of that fanaticifm which 
depraves the man and perverts the Chriftian* 
It is in them I have expofed that abford» atro- 
cious, unpitying zeal, which Religion difa* 
vows, and which, were it to be taken for her 
offspring, would bring her into deteftation. 
I have now, I think, declared my meaning 
with fuch plainnefs, as may fervc to expofe 
the dilîngcnuîty of any man who fliould at- 
tempt to charge me with any other*. 

As to the form of this work, confidcred as 
a literary production, I muft confefs I am ra- 
ther at a lofs what account to give of it. 

There 

"* i^Ii thofe cautions and proteAations would be idle enough in 
this free and happy country, where, keeping within the bounds 
of decency, a roan may deliver what fentimcnts he pleafes upon 
the topic of religion. But unhappily they arc nothing Icfs than 
\ foperfluout where the Author wrote. His Belifarius, which is 
\ to. tiniverfally admired 'v^ this country, as it is in his own by ail 
hut a few narrow-nMndcd bigots, could not efcape the cenfure o£ 
the prcfent Archbiftiop of Paris, that implacable foe lb rcafon 
and good f«.nf€. H»s fplri^ual thunders were launched fonh againrt 
the work in what is cal)ed there a Mandement, a kind of formai 
Manifefto : and if the Author cfcaped unhurt, it was not owing 
to any want of endeavours on the part of the good Archbifliop. 
Nete #/ the Tranfater. 
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There is too much troth in it for a mere Ro« 
îoance, at the fame time that there is too 
much fiction to admit of its being ftiled a Hif» 
tory. I certainly do not pretend to dignify it 
with the title of Poem. The plan of it, how- 
ever, is fo contrived* that the principal aâioti 
occupies but a fmall fpace: every thing that 
comes before prepares the way for that cataf-^ 
trophe, though at a= diftaîice. It is therefore 
not fo properly a mere fable» as a kind of 
iimple narrative, of which the ground-work is 
all along biftorical, interfperfed only with a 
few fuch fiâions as are not inconfiftent with 
tliofe parts of it that are true. 

I write not to the Few: the fole objeâ I 
propofe is to be ufeful to the Many. This is 
the excufe I have to offer to thofe who might 
jbe apt to blame me.for haying dwelt too much, 
as they may think, upon certain truths* that 
may be familiar indeed to them, but which 
are not yet enough fo to the world at large. 
This too has been my inducement to endeavour 
to give fome little embellifhment to my work, 
as well with refpeft to the fubftance of it as 
the manner: for a writer to be ufeful, muftbe 
read. As to the hiftorical authorities, I have 
treated them neither with indifcriminating 
deference, nor with abfolute difrcgard. Few 
accounts certainly arc lefs to be depended up- . 
on than thofe which have been given us of 

the 
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the cenqudft of Amedca. The cifcumftances 
I have taken from them haver been fuch as-are 
interefting as well as probable. ' 

. L«t me nat be accufed of having been par^ 
tial , to the liuiians. As to any thing faid ia 
their favour^ it i& no more than what their 
deftcoyers'have faid themfelves: they would 
hardly be for exaggerating the guilt of. their 
deftruâion* The; Indians were in general 
weak in mind as welt as bodyt i acknowledge*; 
but tbofe wlu>y making a point of depreciat- 
ing them in every things hav&xienied* them 
even that kind of inftin&ive fortitude which 
enables a man to bid defiance to pain and to 
defpife death, have certainly done them an 
injuftice. Without being a coward, a man 
might very well tremble before a race of be- 
ings who were taken for Gods, and wbofe 
arms produced the efFefts of thunder. Thofe 
who have charged the Indians^ with puerile 
timidity, fhould have remembered how ele- 
phants made even the Romans tremble. 

. As 

t *' Animated luture U Chcrc (meaning ia the New World) 
** anuch Icfs aftive, much left various, and wc may fay, indeed, 
*< much lefs vigorous.** Buflfbn, Hifl. Nat. 

The difference, however, is not ienfible with regard to the 
ftruâure of the human body. " AU the animals that are in Ame* 
** rica, even tbofe that are of the original growth of that country, 
*' ate much fmaller in general than thofc of the Old Continent. 
'■ Nature feems in the New Worlci to have made things upon a 
** different fcale. Man is the only piodu^ion (he fvems to have 
<* caft in the fame mould.** 



I 
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As to the reft, if I had bad a fancy to exag- 
gerate a little the ftrengtb of the courage of 
the Indians, it is a liberty I might very well 
have taken ; but when a man's defign is to in- 
fpire pity for the weak who are trampled on by 
the firong, what intereft can he have in mak- 
ing a fecret of their weaknefs ? I have alrea- 
dy mentioned what is the objeâ of this work ; 
and every one rouft be fenfible, that to effeft 
it, my bnfinefs was to reprefent doves on one 
fide, and vultures on the other. 
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HE Empire of Mexico was dcftroycd: 
that of Peru was flill in vigour^ But one of 
its nionarchs bad made a death-bed diviiion of 
it between his two fons. Cutco had one king, 
Quito had another. The haughty Huafcar, 
who was left king of Cufco, had been cruelly 
hurt by a difpolition, which had robbed hira» 
as he thought» of tl^ faireft of bis provinces; 
nor could he help looking on Atabaltpa as an 
ufurper* , 

Mean time fome remains of veneration for 
the memory of the old king, their father» 
ferved as a check to his refentment ; and the 
whole empire was in a ftate of profound^ tho* 

Vol. I. B Ihort 
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ihon lived peace, when the day approached 
forkoeping the grand feflival of the Sun.* 

It was the day when thït Divinity of the In- 
«as, in advancing from the norths pa,ffes over 
the dqfuator, and may be feen to repofe hitn- 
ielf, fay they, upon thé pillars of his tempTes, 
jA.n univerfal alacrity ufhers iii the arrival of 
<hat aufpicious day: but the beautiful vailles 
faft by the walls of Quito, are 'the fcene in 
which thefe facred tranfports are more parti- 
cularly difplayed. Of all the climates of the 
£lobe, there is no one that is vifited by that 
lurai lary with fo temperate and benign ail in- 
iluence: in fèttirn, there is not any one from 
lî^^dfe inhabitants he «receives fo folemn and 
4leVout aft homage. 

'The king, the locas, and the people, on 
ttie veftibule of the temple in wliich his image 
is adored, await hi* rifing in religious filence* 
And now the ftar of Venus, termed by the 
Indians, the Jîor u^ittithe^rilUant lochs f, and 
which they venerate as the favorite of the 
Sun, ufhers in the morning. Scarce have her 
iilver fires begun to fpailde on tUe horizon, 
' ' Whcrt 

* At tfïe fîmc of the eqmftox thatîiappcnfi Hi September. TWl 
CjeâiViU was called ÇUua RaimL See CaicihlTo, 3. 2. ch« 23U 
f -Ctafca, hairy» 
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when a gentle murmur buzzes round the tcm*i. 
pie. Soon does the azure of the ft:y whiten 
towards the caft : ftreams of purple and gold 
flioot over the paler ground : the purple bj 
degrees difperfes ; the gold remains unmrfeed, 
and in an ocean of fplen^or deluges theeham«*' 
paign Iky. 

The eye of the Indian watches attentively 
all thefe gradations, and his emotion encreafes 
at each change. One would think that the 
birth of Day were regarded by them as an un- 
exampled prodigy ; t6e event is waited for 
with as much anxiety as if it were uncertain. 

On a fudden the light burûs forth in great 
torrents, from the bafe to the fummît of the 
vaft canopy of Heaven. The Sun himfelf ap« 
pears ; and the Peak of Cayamburo * is gilded 
by his rays. At that inftant the door Of the 
temple opens, and the image of the Sun in 
beaten gold, which ftands at the upper end of 
the fanftuary^ (hines forth at the prefence of 
the God who <;loaths it with his immortal 
beams. Every knee falls proftrate ; every heart 
joins in adoration ; and the pontiff f, fur». 
ï'2 rounded 

• * A m6«ftnaM0 «o the north of Ç^lw. 
t The pricfthood dwelt in the family of the fncas. ' The rule 
' >was, that the Hi|rh-Prieft of the Sun ftjouW bfe dthei 'o'octe or 
brother cb the king. Hi« title was that ^ yiliuma or ^HJaçtimé^ 
deliverer of oracles, 
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rounded by the Incâs and tlie Holy Virgins, 
begins the foleran byian, which being taken 
tip SLt the fame inftant by millloas of voices, 
a«d reverberated from hill to hili^ is borne 
from the fummit of Pambamarca to the fur- 
'theft cgnjfitxes of PotoiL 

Chohtjs of the Incas. 
. Soul of the xinîverfe.! thou, which from the 
lieights of Heaven ceafeft not to pour forth, 
in one gceat ftre^m of lights riie principles of 
warmth, of life, ^nd of fertility ; O Sun ! re- 
iceive the vows of thy diildren, and of a hap- 
py people who adore thee ! 

The Pontiff alone. 
O King ! whofe lofty throne blazes with im- 
mortal fpiendor, with what awful majefty 
doft thou reign in the vaii: fiiapire of th« iky i 
When thou appeareiil: in thy glory, and fhakeft 
the fparkling diadiem that. adorns thy head, 
thou art the delight of the earth J thou art the 
pride of Heaven ! Whither are they fled, thofc 
*res whkh folate befpangled the veil of night r 
Could they abide the majefty of thy prefence ? • 
Did it not pieafe thee to retire, and give them 
liber-ty to come forth and Ihew themfelves, 
they, would retoain fwallowed up for ever in 
the abyfs of thy effulgence. Their place would 
he no where to be found. 

Choilx;s 
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..^ Chorus OF Virgins. 
O delight of the world ! happy the wivear 
who reigii in thy celeftial court* \ How beau- 
^ful art thoa at thy awaking ! How magnifi- 
cent the ceremonies of thy rifing I What 
charms are fcattered by thy prefcnce ! The 
fair companions of thy flumbers undraw the 
purple curtains of the pavilion where thou re- 
pofeft, and thy firft looks difpel the obfcurity 
of night. Oh, with what joy muft nature 
have been tranfporied at receiving thy firft vi- 
fits t Surely flie remember? it: nor ever doe* 
ihe greet thy return without experiencing thofe 
tender yearnings which a fond daughter feel8> 
at the return of her long abfent father. 

The Pout iff aloke.. 
Soul nl the univerfe ! but for thee, the vaff 
ocean were, but a nK>tIonlef3.afld frozen lump : 
the earth a barren heap of fand and mud ; the 
atraofphere a gloomy void. Thou cherifhedft 
the elements with thy vivifying and genial 
B 3 warmth 

'^ There is ftfll extant a Perovian hymn addrefl to a danghter 
of' Heaven, whoib funi^ior, according to the mythology of chac 
, people, anlwered- to that of the Hji^dea» One may fee by that 
hymn what was the turn and charaâei of the Per avian poetry. 
^ '' Fair damfel; thy fpitefol Brother lias been here, and broke 
« thy little urn, in which thou keepeft the lightning, the thunder^ 
'* and the thunder-hilt ; and fee, they are got loofe and are come 
" tovifit us. As for thee, thou giveft us nothing but the ligh& 
*' fleet, and the foft dews. This is the ulk thou haft had give» 
** thee by the govemox: of the univerf& 
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warmth ; the airJbecame fluict and infmuatingV 
the waXers moift andyielding, tlie earth ani^ 
mated and fruitful. Every thing took life ; 
every thing wore the face of beauty. The ele- 
nentt» tbofe univerfal parents which till then 
liad lain fall locked in the chill arms of reft, 
3>ow moved into alliance. The fire ilid into 
the bofom of the waters : the waters parting 
into vapor» flew aloft, and fpread themfelves 
Zbrough the air: from the air the earth re- 
ceived into her womb the precious rudimenta 
«f fertility : then began flie to bring forth the 
Tunceafing fruits of that ever-renewing love, 
£rft kindled by thy rays. 

Chorus of Incas. 

Soul of the univerfe !. O Sun ! art thou alone 
the author of all the good thou bringeft us ? 
Or art thou but the miniftcr of a firft caufe ; 
an intelligence fuperior to thee ? If it be thy 
©wn will that guides thee, receive the effufi- 
ons of our gratitude : if thou doft but accom- 
j)li(h the will of a Supreme Invifible Being *, 
. caufe our vows to come unto him ; how Ihoutd 

it 

^ Thb unkBown Kioé wat caHed Pé^é Canute^ ht who anU 
MWtas the world. The Incas had fuifered hit temple and his 
woHhip to fubOft in the vatley called hjf hit name, three leaKuet 
9Vom Lima, at which place he had many werfhippers. The In- 
dians offered him no iacrifict. j tlieir reafoa y/ikiy that they had 
flpver feea hUn> 
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it but pleafe him to be ad^r£4 in tbiee» his 
brighteft iipage. 

The Pjeopj-e. 
. Soul of die univerfe ! Fatbcr of MiaJico ^ 
Father of our kings I O Sçtn ! prot^â thy 
people, and make thy children profper. 



CHAP IIv 



j;^ H E firft of the Incas, the fame who* 
founded Cufco, had inftituted in honor of the 
Sun, f^our feftivals anfwering to the four fea« 
fons of the year *. But befides marking out 
thofe periods, the defign of tjiem was to direâ: 
men's attention to the four events, in which 
mail's condition is moft interefted ; birth, 
marriage, parentage ^nd death» 

The firft of thefe feftivals was then in cele- 
bration. The ceremonies obfcrved uppn this 
occafion, were fuch as ferved to give a fanfti- 
on to the authority of the laws, the r^nk wd 
condition of the feversjl icUTesof fubjcfis, the. 
good order and fecgrity of the cpinmoi;i-wealth. 
B4 The 

* AlthougK the different feafons are not marked in Peiu by 
any corrcfpondcnt differences of temperature, they «fed, not- 
withftanding, to m^ke a quadruple divifion of the year by mean» 
of the two lolftices and die two equin«xe.s ^ which came to ths 
Came i\âp$ ^^ 9«ir four ij^afon». 



« TITEINCAS. 

The firft ceremony was performed by the 
young married couples» who forming twenty 
circles one within another around the Inca, 
prefented to him, each in a little bafket» their 
new-born babes. 

, The monarch beftowed on them his pater- 
nal falutation: ««Children," fays he. " your 
*< common father, the offspring of the Sun, 
*« gives you his benediâion. May life conti- 
" nue dear to you to the end of it ! May yc 
*« never bewail the moment of your birth ! 
<♦ Grow up, that ye may aid me, while I try 
•« to do you all the good which it is in my pow- 
f * er to beftow, and to guard yau from all the 
•* ills to which ye ftand expofed by nature.'* 

Next, the keepers of the laws unfolded the 
facred volume. It was compofed of ftrings of 
a thoufand different colours*. Knots that were 
made in tbena ferved for charaâers : and this 
contrivance fufiiced for exprefling a fet of 
laws, iimple as the manners and concerns of 
the people they direfted. 

The firft of thcfe laws prefcribed their form 
of wor(hip. It confifted of no niore than a fo- 
lemh tribute of gratitude and love. — No part 

of 

* They were called Slmppw, and thefe whoTe bafinefs it w^s 
to take care of chein S^ifpa-cama»^ eamai fjgnifying keepers. 
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of It was either inhuniari or auftere. It was- 
ct^mpofed of prayers, of vows^, of unbloody 
facrifice»^ of feaft* in which devotion was- 
combined with yoy. Such was this-religion^ 
of all. the modes, of error which reafon ever 
fell into, one of the moft innocent furcly^ 
and one of the rooft excufable. 

The fécond law addreflTed hfelf to thc^fovc- 
reign. It inculcated into him as a point of 
duty, to be impartial as the Sun, who difpen* 
fes hU light to all : to extend like that lumi*'' 
nar.y his aufpicious influence,, and to commua 
nîcate his aâive beneficence to all around, 
him : to make progceiTes through lii& empire ; 
for the earth ftburîflîes under the fteps of a 
good king : to-be popuFar and eafy of accefs^ 
that in his reign the unjuft man may not fay 
to himfelf, ** what have I to fcar from the cry 
of the opprefled ?'* not to turn afide from the 
fight of the unhappy, for the more concern* 
he feeh at tl>c fighr of people in that conditi- 
on, the lefs will he be difpofed to do any 
thing that fliall reduce them to it ; and to with 
never \o be.affeâed, is to be afraid of being 
compafiionate. It recommended ta. him tO' 
maintain a generous afFeftion, a holy refpcft 
for truth, the guide and counfellor of juîlîce ; 
and. to look with an eye of horror and con- 
B 5 ' tempt 
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tempt upon falAiood, the accomplice of ini* 
quity. It exhorted him to fubdue and reign 
over men^s hearts bytbe power of benificence ; 
to be frugal of their blood ; to treat with mo^ 
deration and patience the rebellious, and with 
clemency the vanquilhed. 

The fame law addrefled îtfelf next to the 
royal family of the Incas. It enjoined them 
to fet an example of obedience and ^eal, to 
make a modeft ufe of the privileges of their 
rank, to (hun fupercilioufnefs and (loth : for 
the idle man treads heavy^ on the earth» and 
the prond man makes it groan. 

The third law exafted from the people the 
fnoft inviolable refpeft for the family of the 
. Sun, an unbounded deference to the commands 
of that perfon of bis offspring who fhould 
reign over them in his name» a religious attach- 
ment to the common interefts of his empire. 

After this law came that which cemented the 
ties of marriage and confanguinity ; and which 
by fevere penalties, gave ftrength to the two 
great pillars of morality in a ftate, the conju- 
gal eng^cment*, and the parental power. 

The 

* The Iac« alone, as a means of fccuring the increafc and 
perpetuity of the royal branch of the family of the Sun, wa$ 
ailawvcl fievcral wive«. 
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y^yThQ laws which ferved to mark out the divi-i^ 
fions of landed property, appointed alfo the 
tribute that was to be paid for it. Of three 
equal portions of land in culture, one was to 
belong to the Sun, another to the IncaJ ano- 
ther to the people : each family had its allot-* 
ment; and the more it en-crcafed, the greater 
was the extent given to the fpot from which it 
was to derive its maintenance. Of this nature 
were all the riches of that happy people : they 
pofleiTed indeed an abundant fiock. of the moil 
precious metals; but they re ferved them for 

'the decoration of their temples, and of the 
palaces of their kings. By birth, every perfon 
became entitled to a provifion out of the com- 
mon ftock t : his only riches were the produce 
of bis own labor, and at his death his property- 
reverted to the fund from which it came. If the 
dcmefnes of the people failed in arvy article 
that was. neceflary ta their enjoying an eafy 
competence, the deficiency was fupplied by 
thofe of the Sun*. , This latter fund was not 
fwallowed upby any luxury of the Priefthood : 
nothing more of what was coUeâed fiaid in the 

hands 

t To each male chiU was given a portion in Und equal to 
«hat of his father ; to a female, iialf «f much. 

♦ The wool of the flock» that were confecrated to the Sun/ and 
were called the Inca'», was dillributed among the people at large. 
In thofe pai ts of the country where the climate demanded a lighter ^ 
ckKhingy th«.€ûttoo was- diAribuud in (he tame manner^ 
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hands of tliofe holy raînîfters of the altar, than- 
; what was neçelfary to the fupport of life. Not 
that the law itfelf laid them under any reftriûî- 
on ; but, according to their pious and moderate 
way of thinking, any thing of parade oroften- 
tation would but turn to their difgrace ; they 
placed their whole dignity in innocence and 
virtue. 

A moderate tribute^ in the way of induftry» 
was all that was exaâed by that law which 
flood in the place of taxes. The produce of this 
tribute was applied in the firft place to fatisfy 
the claims of n^ure. To the end of five luftres 
the fon paid it to his father, by afSfting him 
in his employments. The refpeâivc lots of 
the orphans, the widows, and the infirm, were 
cultivated by tlie peoplef. Undeij the head of 
infirmity was comprifed old age : thofe fathers 
who had the misfortune to furvive their chil- 
dren, were not to languilh without help. The 
youth of the tribe they belonged to, flood them 
in the ftead of their children. Thus did the 
law provide them a confolation againfl the ca- 
lamities of old age. When the foldier was 
upon duty, his farm was managed for him ; his 
children had the privilege of orphans, his wife 

that 

t Thofe who were engaged in this employment maintained 
fSiemfeives at their own expence. 
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that of a widow : and if he fell in war, the 
ftate took upon itfelf the cares of a father and 
a hufband, for the benefit of thofe wham he 
left behind him. ' 

The portion firft cultivated was that of the 
Sun ; the next that of the widow, the fatherlefs, 
and the infirm: after that, each perfon was left 
at liberty to go to work upon hi» own. The 
demefnes of the Inca came laft under cultiva- 
tion : . the people repaiied thither in crouds ; it 
was a kind of rejoicing- time with them. Dec- 
ked outin all their finery, as on a holiday, (hey 
made the «ir ring again with thefar fongs*. 

The burthen of the public works fat light, 
in confequence of the equality and impartia- 
lity with which it was diftributed. None were 
exempted from it: every one fet hisfhoulders 
to it with equal zeal. The temples and for- 
treffes, the wicker- bridges that were laid acrofs . 
the rivers, the public highways, which from 
the centre of the empire extended themfelves 
in all direftions to the frontiers, were monu- 
ments not of vaflalagc, but of cliearful and vo- 
luntary obedience. To this diity was added 
that of providing arms, of w.hich an immenfe 
magazine was treafured up againft a war. 

There 
• Th€ burthen of thefc fonss was miU^ which fignmfies trismplh 
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. Tbcr« were battle-axes, there were clubs ; 
there were lances, there were bows and ar- 
rows ; and for defenfive arms there were a 
fort of light bucklers : a feeble defence againft 
thofe European thunders they were deftined 
to encounter. 

No part of their moral conduft efcapcd the 
fuperinteading vigilance of the laws. Sloth 
an4 îdlcnefs were cenfured by them as well at 
fcy diofe of Athens*5ij^On the other hand, they 
prcferved men aFany rate from the mifcries of 
indigence: and the fubjeâ, obliged to make 
hîmfdf ufef^i, might hope at leall to be happy*. 
They guarded chaftity as a poffeffion that Vas 
facred and inviolablejliberty ,as the deareft right 
of nature; innocence, reputation and domeftic: 
peace, they prized as fo many gifts of Heaven^ 

The inllitution which provided an exempti- 
on in favor of children that were flill within 
the age of innocence, transferred the cenfure 
upon the parent, and puniflicd in him the vice, 
which if he had not foftered, he had been defi^ 
cient at leaft in not eradicating. But in uo in- 
ftance did they fufFer the cridves of the parent 
to refleft upon the ©ffspring : the fon of the pro-r 

fcribed 

•^ - » Among the Peruvians, neither the dumb nor the blind were, 
excufed from working j even childrtn of five years old were em- 
ployed in picking ca«lon> andgaUiering the Indiaa )Cox;n out g£ 
«tie huiks. 



T H E 1 N C A 5. IS 

fcribed. culprit took bis place without Ihame 
and without reproach. If his anceftor's crime 
was ever brought up to his recoUedion» it was 
only as a warning to him to avoid it. 

^ It has been the general tendency of a theo- 
cratical government to carry the fe verity of pu- 
nifhnients to an exaggerated pitch. But here, 
among a people who were habituated to labor, 
whofe time was full, who were contented with 
thcÎT mediocrity, who were fecure of a mode- 
rate and equal fhare of the comforts of life, 
who were without ambition, without envy, 
without any of our fantaftic wants or our vi- 
cious refinements, friends to order, (which is 
but another word for the inftrument of public 
happinefs) attached by gratitude to a wife and 
equitable government, the caufe and pledge of 
their felicity, the force of moral habits ren- 
dered the laws in a manner needlefs; they 
operated in the way of prevention, fcarce 
ever in that of vengeance, y 

Almoft the only inftance of the prevalence 
of the latter principle, was that of the tremei^- 
dous law which xefpeâed the breach of that 
vow which was taken by the Virgins of the 
Sun. Alas ! what could have been the caufe, 
thg:t among a people fo inild^tempered, fohu- 
' mane 
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mane, there fliould have exîfted fo horrible ar 
law ? What ! but that it is the charafter of 
Fanaticifcn^ to think it cat» never do enougb 
to avenge the Divinity it ft- rvcs ;• and it wa^ 
that principle which, in a nation than whicii 

' there never was one- more humane, had die» 
tated this barbarous Lnftitutipn. To expiate 

^ the offence of a {acrilegious Love» and to ap- 
peafe a jealous God, it was provided^ not only, 
that the prieftefs who had been unfaitliful ta 
her vovfs Ihould herfelf be buried alive*, and 
that her feducer ihould be devoted to the moft. 
fhameful death ; but that the whole families of 
both delinquents fhould be enveloped in the 
funilhment : fathers, mothers,^ brothers an$l 
fifters, even to the chiUren at the hreaft, all 
were to perifh in the flames ; the very birth-» 
places of the twd mifcreants were tabe turned 
into a defert. From the profpeft of fo tremen- 
dous a cataftrophe it would often happen, that 
as the High-Prieft, in pronauncing the law,, 
came to make mention of this crime, and to 
declare what was to be the punilhment, he 
would fall a fhivering, as if ehiUed with hor« 
ror, his countenance would turn pale, hisgrejT 

hairs 

■1^ it is fingular enough. tKat fuperAition (hoald have imagined 
the fame penalty ax Rome andatCafco, to puni(h the fame weaW 
- ^fb in the Virgins of VeAa, and thoCe of ilie Sun. 
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hairs would ftand an end upon his head, and his 
eyes, rivetted to the ground, would not dare 
for a long time to raife themfelves to Heaven. 

The laws being read, ** O Sun 1" cried the 
monarch with uplifted hands '* O my father 1 
Tf ever 1 violate thy holy laws, withdraw from 
me the light of thy countenance : give com- 
mand to the minifier of thy wrath, to the ter- 
rible Illapa*, to ftrike me dead, and to blot 
me. out from -the remembrance of mankind. 
But if I prove faithful to tliat facred truft^ 
gmtit that my people, by imitating me, may 
fpare me the affliftion of being thy avenger ; 
for the moft diftreiling of all a monarch's du» 
ties is, to punilh. 

Thereupon the Incas, the Caciques, the 
Judges, the Antients deputed by the people, 
renewed all of them their vows of living and 
dying faithful to the worfhip and the com- 
mandments of the Sun. 

The Infpeûors-general advanced in their 
turn: their title announced the importance of 
the funâions they fiood charged with : they 
were perfons fent out by the prince, who in« 

vcfted 

* Under the name oîlUa^ were compreheocfed tbetightm'iigy 
the tliunder, 4ind the thander-bolt. They were AUed the Minif- 
Urs of the juitice 9I the Sun. 
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yefted with a charaâcr as facred as thut of ma* 
jefty itfelf, ufed to vifit the provinces in order 
to infpeft the conduft of thofc who were en* 
trufted with the execution of the laws, and to 
fee that the people were not oppreffed. To the 
weak who had been injured by the ftrong, tp 
the indigent who had been defertcd," to the af* 
fiiâed man whom they fiw complaining, their 
queftions ufed to be, *« what is the fubjed of 
your complaint ? what is it cayfes your trouble 
and your tears ?" Thefe officers, then, after the 
' ceremonies above-mentioned, came forward^ 
and fwore in the face of the Sun, to be impar- 
tial like him. The Inca embraced them and 
faid, " Guardiajis of the people, 'ti^ to you 
that their happinefs is entruûed. O Sun !" he 
adds, " rec'eTve the vows of the guardians of 
the people. Punifti me, if I ceafe to proteft 
them folong as they are vigilant and upright; 
punifli me if ever I indulge them in any weak- 
nefs or iniquity." 



CHAP. in. 

/\ NEW fpeôacle fucceeds ! The flower 
of the youth of both fexes, parties of young 
ssen and maidei», all of more than common 

beauty 
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bcautjr, holding garlands, with which they are 
about I» adorn the facreil columns, dancing 
round them, and chanting the praifes pf the 
Sun, and of his children. Their robes, ttiadc 
of a light down, the produce of a Ihrub that 
grows in thofe rich valleys*, rivall'd the white- 
nefs of the mountain fnow. Its waving folds 
gave leave to beauty to difplay all its charms ; . 
but modefty, in thofe happy regions, fcrved 
as a veil to nature: myftery is the offspring of 
vice: and tinder the eye of innocence, inno- • 
cence has no need to blufli. 

As they danced round the columns of the ' * 
temple, they encircled one another with their 
garlands, and this myfteriaus chain ferved to 
typify the charms of that conneâion of which 
the laws are the cement. 

But now the fhadow of the columns had 
Ihrunk clofe to their bafc. It grew fliorter and 
Ihorter fiill, and was uppn the point of va- 
nishing. Then burft forth a-new the fongs of 
worfhip and rejoicing ; and the Inca, falling 
on his knees at the foot of that column where 
his fatherVgolden throne blazed with a thou» 
fand fires, ** Source inexhauftible of all good 
things ! O Sun !" cried he, •« my father ! no 
pft can thy children offer thee that does not 

come 
"f^ The cotton trM. 
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icomc from thee ! Great as are to us thy boun- 
ties, they are as unavailing to thy happincft 
as to thy glory. Thou needeft not to rekin- 
dle thy incorruptible light, thou needeft not 
tlic fumes of our libations, or the effluvia of 
our hicenfe. The rich harvefts ripened by thj 
warmth, the fruits coloured by thy rays, the 
flocks nourifhed by the juices of thy herbs and 
flowers, are treafures but to us: to difFufe 
them ail around is to imitate thee. The aged 
and the infirm, the fatherlefs and the widow, 
who receive them in thy name, thefe ar-e they 
into whofe bofom, as on thy ahar, we ought 
to pay our tribute. Look not, therefore, upoit 
the tribute which î am about to offer thee, but 
as a folemn token of gratitude and love. To 
me it is an engagement; to the unhappy^ it is 
a title, and an inviolable fecurity for their 
right to whatever my bounty can beftow. 

All the people, at thefè words, joined ixx 
thankfgiving to the Sun, for having given: 
tliem fuch good kings: ancf the Monarch, pre- 
ceded by the Pontiff, the pYiefts and the Holy 
Virgins, repaired to the tempfe to offer to the- 
god the cuftomary offerrng. 

On the veftibule of the templev prefcnted 
tbcmfelves to- the eyes of the Prince three 

youjig 
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yoongVirgîns,whomiîirîrparentshadjuftcon- 
liberated to the Sun, A light wreath of cotton 
-cncircliRg tJiem akogether, ferved to fcreeu 
them from profane eyes. Nature in thofc cli- 
gnâtes had never tilJ now produced fuch beauty. 
The three Incas, their fathers, led them by the 
iand^ and their motliers by their fide, held in 
their hands the end of tiiat myûerious girdle, 
the fign and pledge of that fpotlefs chaftity 
they had devoted them f elves to maintain. 

The king falutrng tlicm with an air of dc- 
^'otion, introduced them into the temple ; the 
High-Prieftfollowstheni, andthetempledoors 
are fhut. The three Virgins bend themfelves 
before the image of their treleftial fpoufc, and 
at the fame inflant the High-Prieft unties the 
Teiî. It faHs, and then what charms it expofes 
to the face of day 1 The Monarch thought him- 
felf tranfported to the «court of the Sun his fai- 
ther. He fanrîed bimfel-f in the prefencc of 
thofe cdeftial females, in whofc company that 
tenefîcent Divinity folaces himfclf after the 
toil of illuminating the univcrfe. 

The countenances of two of thefe charm* 
ing maids gave unafFeâed tokens of ferenity 
and content: full of the honor of their new 
condition^ their hearts feafled on the foft fen« 

timent • 
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timent of a pure and tender piety» unembit- 
tercd by the leaft tinfture of regret: the other, 
and the moft beautiful of the three, in a face 
thatbefpoke the fame innocent iimplicity, be- 
trayed evident fymptoms of melancholy and 
dejeftion. Cora (that was the name of the 
relu£lant maid) before the vow that was to 
detach her from mankind had pafTed her lips, 
feized her father's hand, and imprinting on it 
an ardent kifs, fuffered no more to efcape her 
at firft than a timid and half-ftifled figh ; but 
fliortly after, raifing up her beautiful eyes, and 
direfting them to her mother, Ihe fprings into 
b«r arms, bathes her bofom with tears, and ex- 
claims with^a voice of agony, ** my mother ' 
«ly mother I" Her parents, blinded by a cruel 
piety, were ftrangçrs to the fourcc of her dif* 
order. They faw no* more in it than the con» 
cern that naturally attends upon a laft farewell, 
cind the ftrûggle of a heart which is detaching 
itfelf from what it held moft dear^ She herfelf 
imputed the pangs Ihc felt to no other caufe 
than to the force of bl^od, and the workings 
of nature. ** Tendereft and beft of fathers ! 
my fwcet mother, a thoufand times dearer to 
me than life ! muft I then part with you for 
cvetP* She knew not that flie felt any other 
regrets than thefe : and the prieft, deceived as 

well 
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well as flie, fufFered her to compleat her ralh 
and cruel vow* 

The time novi came when the Vîrgins were 
Gommarrdcd to lUlen to the law, which an- 
nexed fuch trelmendous penalties to the breach 
of that engagement. Cora's two companions 
heard the pricft without emotion, and alraoft 
^thout concern : flie alone, by an inftrna 
that feemed a prefage of hw misfortune, felt 
her heart mifgiye her : her colour changed, a 
thick mift difFufed itfelf over her ey^s, the ro- 
fes even of her lips turned pale and vanilhed» 
and her tongue faultered as fhe pronounced 
the vow which her heart was dcftined to ab- 
jure. All this wa5 not fufficient fo undeceive 
either herparents or the Pontiff With officious 
cagernefs they employed themfelves in endea- 
vouring to fupport her finking fpirits, to foothe 
Tier troubled heart, to intoxicate her tender 
iniagitiation With the glory of having a divinity 
for her fpoufe. Refleé^îon was for a moment 
Jaid aïlèôp, and the haplefs maid fufFered her- 
felf to be led by her companions into the in-, 
ridable âfyluni of the Spoufes of the Siin. 

Upôû that the tetaple was thrown open ; aûd 
tfaofe Incas, whofe office, it was to minifler at 
tlie altar, began the facriiicet 
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Pure and innocent was this oblation : banifb* 
ed were thofe execrable rites under which the 
yet favage land had groaned in former dayà, 
when a mother» with her own hands, could 
tear her children piecemeal upon the altar of 
the lion, thetyger, or the vulture. The tribute 
which was acceptable to the Sun confifted of no - 
thing more than fome of the firft produce of 
their fruits, of their grain, and of thofe ani- 
mals which nature has deftined to ferve for ali- 
ment to man. A fmall part of it was confumed 
upon the altar ; the reft is referved for the fo- 
lemn banquet given by the beneficent divinity, 
the Sun, to his beloved people. 

Under a verdent porticq which furrounded the 
temple, the King, thelncas, and the Caciqu^, 
diftributed themfelves among the throng, for 
the purpofe of prefîding at the tables at which 
the people took their feats. The firft table was 
for the widows, the orphans and the aged ; the 
Inca honored it with his prefence, in his qua- 
lity of father of the unhappy*. Tito Zorai, 
his eldeft fon, fat at his right hand* That 
young prince, whofe beauty feemed to bear 
teftimony to the divinity of his extraâion, had 
a little more than accomplilhed his third luftre : 

he 

f Oatt.of the Inca*s titles .was fFhacca-çtrrac, friead of aie poor. 
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be was juft arrived ^t the time of life at which 
the youth were put to give proofs of the j>ro-. 
grefs they had made in laudable purfuits^. His 
father prides himfelf in feeing this his darling 
fon fpring up, as it were, and âourifh under 
his eye : ftill in the vigour of his. age, he flat- 
ters himfelf he fhall tranfmit his throne to a 
fucceflbr already at the age of wifdom. Ill- 
fated parent never are the tears of his victuout 
fon to bedew his tomb I 



CHAP. IV. 



\ O the banquet fucceed the games. 'Twas 
on this occalîon that the young Incas, deflined 
to ftand forth as patterns of martial virtue*^ 
^fed to exercife themfelves in the arts of war. 

The couchs founding all the while, they be- 
gan to Ihoot the arrow and to dart the javelin ; 
and foon the viâor, while the herald is pro- 
claiming his fuccefs, faw the hero who gave 
him birth advatice towards him with looks of 
exulting rapture, clafp him in his arms, and 
fay ta him, *' My fon thou bjringeft back to 
me the days of my youth ; thy triumph reflefts 
honor on my old-age.** 

Vol. L C Wrcft* 

"^ It was the «ge of fixtceo» 
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Wrcftlîng fuccéeds; and then is fcen what 
fupplen^fsand aftivity praftice can give to na- 
ture. And now Ihe-ftowt ai%d aftive combatants 
mfbanrtbey feize, tbeyclafp each other with 
mutu=atl gripe ; they bend, they recaver thera- 
lelves ; each redoubles his efforts to lift his an- 
tagontft off the ground, or bear hira down: 
they patt, they take «breath ; they fly at each 
Qtharane-w ; agaia they interlace their brawny 
arms; now fieady, now tottering, they falV 
they roll, they difengagc therafelves, and with 
jdreams of fweatbedaWtbe'tMunpled tur£i 

The combat a long tîmeJn ûifpence, keep* 
the hearts of their parents vibrating betwixt 
liope and apprehenfion. Viftory at lengtlf de- 
clares itfelfj but the aged'fires, while they ad- 
judge the prixe to the viftors, difdain notte 
âhrow in a word or two of commendation to 
cônfole the vanquifked : for they well know 
that praife is, togeneroas minds, the gem and 
the aliment of emulatioo. 

Of the number of thofe whofe antagonifls 
liad made them bend the knee, was the king's 
own fon and heir apparent to the empire, the 
high-Tpiritcd and haughty Zorai. Not one of 
ihe prizes had yet fallen Ho his lot:' tears of 
Ihame anrd vexation were ftreaming from his 
«yes. One of the Ancients perceived it, and 
faid to him, ** Prince, our fatlier the Sun is 

righteous 
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righteous in his difpenfations ; he giveth force 
and addrefs to thofe who are to obey, wifdom 
and intelligence to him who is to command.** 
The Monarch overheard thefe words. " Old 
man," fayshc, " let him alone: let fhame^and 
fenfibility do their work : do you thiak he was 
made to deep upon his throaei and to grow 
grey in idlenefs?*' 

The young'prince at thefe words cdft a glance 
of reproach at the old man who had thusflat- 
tercd him, and threw himfelf at tfhefeetof his 
father, who preffing him tenderly in his arms, 
faid to him, ** My fon, the moft forcible, as ' 
well as equitable of aH-iawS'is that of example. 
Never will you be.ferved with fo much ardour 
or fo much zeal as when the road to obedience 
lies through imitation»" 

When' the wreftlers had taken breath, the 
îUùftrious youth? began to prepare themfelves 
for the exercife of the race. Tim was of all 
their trials the fevereft. The ground was five 
thoufand paces inlength. The goal was a pur- 
ple flag, which the conqueror was to fnatcli 
and bear away. All the way between that and 
the ftarting-poft,the people had aire ad y formed 
themfelves into two lines, watching the com*- 
petitors with impatient eyes. The fignal is 
given ; they ftart all at the fame inftant ; and 
on each fide of the lifts, one might have feen 
C 2 iathers 
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iathers and mothers calling out their cluldren, 
«nd animating thciii with their voice and gef- 
tures* Not one of the .racers gives his parents 
the mortification of feeing bim difianced : they 
all reach the end of their career» and all of 
them almoft at the fame time. 

Zoraî had left the greateft part of hiscom^ 
petitors behind him. One alone, the fame 
vJio had got the better of him in the wreftling- 
niatch» bad a little xhe advantage of bim, and 
was got to within an hundred paces of the 
goaL *'No," cries the prince, '*not a fécond 
time, however.*^* That inftant, fumraoning 
all his ftrengtl), he gives a fpring, pailes him^ 
and bears away the prize. 

Thofe who had com.e in neareil to the con- 
queror had fome Iharc in the triumph. Of this 
ivumber were thofe who had borne the prize at 
the feveral exercifesof wreftling, (hooting, and 
throwing the javelin. Zorai adVanced at the 
head of them, holding a lance from which thé 
trophy of his vjftory hungftrcaming, and with 
them pjrefenjted himfelf before the Ancients. . 
The latter delivered their opinions on the re* 
fpeâive merits of the competitors, and pro» 
claimed them worthy of the name of lncas% 
tiue and genuine offspring of the Sun. 

Uponi 

« Before thîc period they were «fed to be ftUed J^ui, iniantCy 
^ Garcilajh reodersiu 
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Upon this came their mothers and their fif- 
ters, and with a tender and modcft air,'faftencd 
on their mmbte feet, in the room of the bark 
matting of which the people make their fan- 
dais*, a plat of the fineft wool, worked by 
themfel ves, and of a Hghter and foftcr texturev 

From thence, condnftcd* by the ancîemts, 
they went and proftrated themfelves before th« 
king, who from the height of his golden ttirono, 
encircled by the royal family, received them 
with the majefty of a god, and with the ten*, 
der condefcenfion of a father. His fon, ia 
quality of the viâor in the fevered of all j^ 
cxercifes, was the firft to embrace his feci 
The monarch did his utmoft to avoid fhewing 
him any preference, or betraying any fign of 
weâkneîs; but nature was too much for him ; 
and while he bound on his head the diadem' of 
the Incas,. his- hands trembled, his heart beat 
and melted within him; a few tears efcaped 
him ; the young prince felt the moifture oa 
his forehead: he perceived from whénee it 
came : it afFeôed him ; and he clung to his fa»- 
ther*s knees with a tender and refponilve pref* 
fure. Thefe tears of joy and affeâion were the 
only marksof partiality which the heir apparent 
to the throne obtained over his rivait. The 
Inca witb-hi»own hand conferred on them the 
C 3 moft 

* The bark of the tree called Mcftguey, Tfiis circvmftaiic» 
b taken from real hiftory. 
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^ moû'illuftrious token of. dignity, and nobility ; 
be borçd thcif ears,, and to each, hung on 
a ring of gold : a diftinûion r^fervcdto their 
line;, but whidi- ne^hor was beûowed on any 
oitQ.wlio wa8,a diforcdit to it, or failed to Ihfew 
biHifelf an inheritor of its virtues. 

And:now the kiitg' mal&e» align for fiknce ; 
and addreffinghiinfeiffto thcnew Inca^, "the 
wifeftof kings/*" fayfiiie *• Manco-nCapac, yout 
anoefibr and mine,, wasi alfo the moft aâive» 
the.moft conrageous of men. When the Snn^ 
his father,, fentihim^to found this^ empire, hb 
JUiUL to him, take me for. your example : I rife^ 
^nd'it is notformyfelf; Lfpread abroad my 
light, and it is not for myfrff ; I fill my yafica*^ 
reer, 1 mark my path by the bleffings Ibeftow ; 
'lis the uniyerfe that enjoyathem*; and.alltfaat 
I referved to myfelf is the. pleaf ure ofi feeing 
that it does f6 : go, be happy, if you can,.yoitr^ 
felf ; but atany rate maki your fubje£tsfaappy^ 
Incase offspring of the San, there then is your 
lèflbn 1 When it ihall pleafe your father that 
pure felicity beyourportiQn,Hvithout any mix* 
ture of fatigue and trouble^ he will take you 
to himfelf. Till then^ know that life is a toil; 
fome journey, and that your bufin^fs isto make 
it an ufeful one; ufeful Imean notto your* 
lelvesv but to this world through which yoa 
trasrel. The recreant fluntbers by the way ; it 
is an a£t of pity for Death to come and eafe him 

f)f 



T H E I N C A s. gt 

of his toil. The^inanof refolutionfupportthU ' 
burthen, and with a free and aflurcd ûep tra^- 
vels on to that, period of hi&laboQrs, at which 
Death awaits him, the mother of repofe. 

'''O than,, my fon |^ turning to the prince^ 
ÛiovL fteft that' luminary who is about to.fi» 
inifh bis careers wUatbleffing» fince his riCng^ 
has he noC poured dowp upon the eartli !— 
The ob)e£J that nioft refembles him here be» 
low is a good king.**^ 

At thcfe ward»he arD&v and fet forward, he 
and! his family», and aS} tka people, to attend 
the:PonttflF upon- the veAiboleef. thotem^ple^ 
while her obferiwcd wbattafped the Sim exhi-^ 
bited at his: fetdng, and mihuted down* th» 
fdrognouics diat luailnary afforded. 
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Jt H E people and, the grandees themfelV^e»: 
waited'inTilence withoat tlie- court* The King 
alone afcended to the fteps of the portico, 
where the Higli-Prieft iras. waiting for hit^^fo^ 
Tcrelgn, to whom alone the fecrets^offuturitf 
^ere to be imparted*. 

C4 The 

.. ♦•U:w*iinot Jawftt) fpT the High-Pricfl to mafce public tte 
knowledge he obuiocd by hi» (kittittdiviwciom Gar^ikfi. 
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• Thé Heavens was fercnc, the air calm and 
withônt vapors ; and for the inftant one might 
have taten the fetting for the rifing Sun, Oa 
a fudden, however, from the bofom of the 
Pacific Ocean, therç rifes over the top . of 
Mount Palmer*a cloud reiembling a xpafs of 
Woody waves; an appearance, which, on a 
folemnity like this, was looked upon as an 
omen of calamity. The High-Pricft (huddcr* 
ed at the fight ;' he comforted, hirafelf,. howe- 
ver, with the hopes that before the Sun fhould 
be quite g;o né downy ^befe vapors would-be 
difpcrfed. Inftead of that they ehcrcafe, ' they 
pile themfelves one upon another in appear» 
ance like the tops>of irio^htains, and as they 
afcend fetem to. brave the goda&he àpprôadh* 
es, and defy him to break tbé vaft* barrier tbej 
oppofe to him. He deftends with majefty, 
and fummoning forth to hiia »U4^s rays, he 
rufhes on the purple flood ; he opens through 
it many a flaming gtilph ; but then on a fud- 
den the abyfs is clofed. Twenty timçs he 
fhakes off, as many times he feems to fimk 
under the burthen. Overwhelmed awhiTe, 
then puttifig forth a few fcattered rays, he 
expends the whole remaininjg force of hi^ 
•enfeebled light, till^t length,' exhaufted with 
.the ftruggle; he remains deluged as it were isx 
a fea of blood. 

.. . f ; , • * Î A pheno»^ 

# A promontory of Peru juft under the Linet 
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^ A phenomenon ftill more tremendous Ihewe J 
rtfelf in the iky. It was one of thofe lumi- 
naries which were thought to wander without 
a- plan, before the piercing eye of Aftronomy 
Had traced them in their courfe through the 
immenfity of fpace. A Comet; refcmbling a 
dragon vomiting forth fire, and whoft flamingo 
mane briftles round uponhis head, advanced 
from the Eaft^ as if he were flying after the 
Sun. To the eyes' of the people it appear^ 
but as a fpark m tfte blue firmament: but the 
High Prieft, more inquifitive, fancies he canT 
diftinguifh all the lineaments of that porten- 
tbus monfter. Hé fees the flames iflue out of 
his noftrils; he fees him flap his fiery wings :* 
he fees his flaming eye-balls purfue the Sua 
in his path from the zenith to the horizon, as" 
«eager ;to gç:t up wiih him and devour him. 
Diflêmfcïing, however, the terror which the' 
prodigy had fttuck into hryfotil,** Prince,'*" 
fays the Pontifia to thé Ri;ig, ** foltew me inta* 
the temple." Then, colléûed within himfelf, 
after having continued for fome time withouf 
voice or motîàq in the prefence of the Inca,* 
he addrefles him in thefe' words. 

'* Noble defcendanr of the God I fervc T 
" If the evil we feem threatened' with wcVe 
•^* înevitaMe, that be ncfitentf^- divinity would 
** fpare ui the affliâion of forefeeing it : not» 
•* to put us to* needlefs pain.by the prefenti-- 
C 5 **menr 
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** ment o£ our calamities, he would leave ibe 
** human wit in that ftatoe of tranquil igno«> 
^ ranee» which is beft matched witii helplefs 
^' impotence. Since then he vouchfafes ta 
** gjive us fome infight into futurity, we majr 
** be perfuadcd that it is not for nothing ; and 
*^ that fuch calamities as it fcems good to him 
«< to advertife of, are not altogether out o£ 
*^ our power to avert. Be not appalled at.the 
^* profpeâ of thofe which feems now to me% 
^ nace us: not but that there is. enough in 
^< them to give us the a'larm, if any faith is 
'* to be put in tlie appearances I have been. 
**' obfervlng in the heavens. . Ther« is at the 
*^ fame time an unaccountable contradiâion 
'< in thofe figns : one advertifes me of a bloody 
** war tliat is.to come upon us from the Weft ; 
** another gives me notice of a tcrribJe enemy 
■V who is to invade us from the Eaft : but both 
^'are warnings from the God who watcher 
«< o»er us. Arm yourfelf> therefore, my Prince^ 
** with conftancy. To be innocent and firm,: 
'* oot to deferve one's misfortune, yet to bear 
■^ it, this is the talk which nature has affigned. 
*' to man : more than this is out of the limits 
«* of our power." 

The Pontiff, opprefled with confternation,, 
f)ïid no more: and the Monarxrh locking up> 
his grief at the bouom of his heart, came* 
o\it of the temple, and fhewing himfelf to. 

the 



Ibe poopto wich» ^ qDuiUenaace o£ calomiffs. 
i^nd fercnhy r •* Our God," faid he, •* is the: 
" fame now as ever i- he watches, over the 
^ profperity of this emptre, a«d will protean 
•^'his children.'^ 

He .bad fcarcc: fpokef>>. wbeit word wa» 
brought him that fome mib^ppy perfons, dri** 
ven from their own country» i^re comètes 
implore his hofpitality. " Let them appear,*^' 
anfwered the Inca ; ** never (hall the unhap* 
** py find* cither my heart Ikut againft them,^ 
^ oi* my palace-door.** 

^ The flrangers made tiieir approach : tbe7> 
were the fad remaint^Qf the Êtmily qf Monte«r- 
Tun»', who w^re flying* the Sp8ntlh.yi>ke; and^ 
who, from: fliore to ihore, were feeking for a* 
pl^e of refûgethat miglit fhekor them from^ 
the purfùir of their tyrants;. 

A yiotmg, Cac»<i0Q prdfeff>t<d btm&lf artba- 
llpad of theft iUuikiou» fttgUiyes* Hi» gait,^ 
bis noble aiTmanoe^ was fueb a« made it vifi-^ 
blc). fuppltaAt aSt he. was» tbat be. had been . 
aocttftosMdi IQ €QiipdP[>afid;» A deep and con^ 
fismbig Qb«ie;f întfjft^nsedrftai^ped upon his coun - 
t^Mnoe 14 bii4t'bi% manly; I^^Mty.» fehaogh faded, 
wa*t0iiçbîng'iniit%4Q4»l»r. There, wa^ fome- 
tHn^'injittwM^biffirpjiiaedkas wellas interefted 
tbf ^£Witor,; apd the alteration which, bis. 
ft^WQ$ h%A «9d^.reH>^rWa|f fucb as indicated 

not 
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not dcjeftioh fo muih,' as the fufFerîng'«:of â 
high and haughty fpirrt that looks indignant 
at misfortune. ^ 

" Young ftranger,'^ fays the Inca to him» 
-** inform me who you are ? from whence ye 
*^coirie? and by- what 'ftrôbe. of- fortune it is 
** that ye are reduced ta feek aa afylum iii 
" thefe parts.** 'c . •: • 

. " Inca,'* anfwered Orozimbo, (that was 
the. Mexican's name) ** thou..fee.ft in us the 
** deplorable remains of an empire, at leaft as 
*• vaft, as flourifhing as thine. That empire 
** is no more. -Fortune left us no other choite 
*• than flight or flavery ; we prefejrred the for» 
" mer. Two winters have beheld us wander- 
** ing on thefe mountains. Weary with living 
M in the wilds,. Nand in the company of wild. 
** beafts, we took the refolution to fee if we. 
".could not meet with fome beings of human 
** racfe lefs unhappy than ourfelves, and tbfs 
** cruel than our tormentors. Atthé.mércyi 
** of the waves, una over a thoufand ihoals»! 
** it is near three months that we have been 
•• meafuring thte windings^ nbbundUfscoaftv 
••The hardfhips w^ have uadéfrg^né would^ 
•* have overwhelrnfed us ; 'but the fame of ifcy 
*• virtues has kept stTpurk of hbpèÛill liviug 
•• in our bofoms; We have heàtidltiat tbotf: 
"art juft and beneficent ;• we are* come to 
•• make trial whether report fays true» if thoo 

fail 
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**■ fall lis," thé refourcc, and only refotirce we 
** have left, that which in misfortune is never 
** wanting but to cowards, îs^— to die.*' 

** Strangers," returned the monarch, " ye 
** did npt ill, when ye refolved to place a conliT 
f* dencein o^^. ; Come into my palace^ repofiç 
«< yourfelv«s, and Tcpruit your ftrength. I anj 
".impatient, I ipuft own, to hear the recital 
"of your misfortunes; but I wifli ftiil more 
" to be a means of your forgetting them.'* 

Upon that, the Cacique and his companions 
were conduced To the palace. They were 
there waited on with refpeft : but the Inca 
forbad every thing that favored of magnifi- 
cence and parade : for theoftentatious difplay 
of profperity is an infult upon the unfortu- 
nate. A. clear bath, frefh f loathii^g, a. table 
plentiful but plain, a comfortable retreat 
where a tranquil filence ^nvited them to re-[ 
pbfp. thefewere the firft proofs they rçceived 
of the monarch's hbfpîtality. . "... 

• Neîft'nlorninghe received them in the midfl 
of lifeYamily, his virtuous and peaceful court:: 
be made them feat themfelves round, his 
tfarbne ;> arid applying his difcourfe to young 
Ofozimhjo with ell thé. attentions. that are due 
to the unfortuiiate; he invited iiim to eafe his' 
heart of the overwhelming burthen of itsaiHie-^ 
tions, by giving a relation of his misfortunes. 

••TJbe 
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" Theremefxibrance o£ them.ii bitter/'; fmid 
the Mexican Cacique, with a fad and deep« 
drawn iigh : '* but it is a duty I owe thee ta 
" make an effort, and retrace the ihocking 
^«'piôtire. Liften, gcncrous*pritice ; andniay 
^* our fate be a warning to thee, to guard thy 
'< kingdom from the fcourge with which our 
•* country has been^afflîfted/' At tHefe words 
filence reigned in th« affembiy of the Incas; 
and the Cacique thus refiimed the thread of 
bis difcourfe. 



CRAP. VU 



\jliil LD R E N of the Sun ? ye know the 
route he trav-els every year. He moves direâ» 
ly over your heads at prcfent ; three moons^ 
are pad iince he meafured the fame line in the- 
country in which I was born. That country' 
i^ called Mexico. It had foi! its kin^ Monte- 
zuma,, ^hofe nephews we are*. MQnte9uni%t> 
was liotraltogether deûitate.oCgoiK) qualities»' 
J(3e was upright^, genenous,. and laitbCu} tot hi$^ 
• engagements^ But pcide. and iiùlolsrnce; are; 
lirut toa.apt to griUBT out of the. bofem of pi!o£»^ 
perlty« He fttffi fargoirhis hYunanity ». audi th»ni 
hi$ (Ugnityi* His harih. amd haughty deinâa-»; 
^ ** noii^ir 
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nour fet his friends at a diftance : bis weaknefs 
and imprudence betrayed liim into the hands 
of a perfidious enemy, and were the caufe of 
all his misfortunes. 

Twenty Caciquesi poffeflbrs of fo many 

fertile provinces, were united under his dbmi« 

n'ion. Too powerful and too abfolute, he 

abufed his profpcrity ; or rather his flatterefsi 

whom he bad taken for his Minifters, abufed 

it in his name: hence it followed' that of his 

trampled provinces, fome openly fliaking^ off 

the yoke, had regained their liberty ; others, 

more feeble or lefs enterprifing, groaned in 

itrllbn è*anquil!ity, waiting for fome misfor» 

tune to happen to htm before they declared 

tbcmfelvcs for indepenxience; Things-wcre in 

this condition when advice came, that toward 

the rifing of the Sun, in a part of the country 

where the coaft bends-, and forms a circuit 

round the Sea*, a race of men, who had been 

taken at firft fpr Gods, werecomc from the 

Eaft in winged caftles, from whence iffued 

thunder and lightning ; that out of thefe 

floating fortrefles, as foon as they touched the 

Ihore, came forth a terrible fort of animals^ ^ 

who bore on their backs thefe immortal men* 

A thoufand- other wimeffes averred, that the ' 

qniadruped and the man were but one animal ; 

that 

* He meant the Culpb of Mesdco, 
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that the rapidity of its courfe outftripped thç 
wind ; that its afpeû fcattcred death, inevita- 
ble death ; that its two heads, the man'^s and 
that of the wild beaft, devoured whatever the 
fire of. its looks had fp^red, and that the points 
of our arrows made no impreflion on the im- 
penetrable iheli with which the whole body of 
it was covered. 

Thefe reports threw the whole court in ta 
confternation. Aery of univerfal alarni was 
echoed as far as Mexico, which was the name 
of the metropolis of the empire* Montezuma 
ajppeared difturbed.at iti but tlie fame wealc- 
nefs which made him apprehend every thingj, 
M[as the caufe of his taking care of nothing* 

Ife conceived that thefe rapacious freeboot» 
crs migh]^ fuffer themfclves to be appeafed by 
rich offerings; he conceived the hopes of en* 
gaging them to peace. He therefore deputed 
to them two men high in honor among us^ 
Pilpatoe and Teutila^ the one grown grey in 
cap[ips, the other î|i council. Twelve Caciques^ 
(I was of the number) accon^anied this em- 
bafly ; two hundred Indians followed us, ladei\ 
with rich prefents; twenty captives, felefted 
from among thofe were kept and fattened ia. 
oi^r temples to be offered in facriiice to our' 
Gods^ terminated this numerous retinue. 

' We 
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- We arrived at the camps of the Spaniards^ 
(fo thefe pirates were called) and what Was 
our ailoniflimentt to fee that no more than 
five hiiQdred men had thrown whole nations 
into a panic ! Yes, to our fliame I confefs ihcre 
were but five hundred of them ; they were but 
men : yet they made millions tremble. 

We made our appearance before their chief. 
Perfidious wretch! What majefty in his de- 
meanour f With lyhat an. air of eafy digr^ity 
did he coyer the black purpôfé of his fctul ! 
ftlpatoe, being come tip to him, fdlutfed him, 
and fpoke thus: *« The fovereign of Mexico, 
** the potent Montezuma, feiids us to bid thee 
" welcome, and to know of thee who thou 
•* art? whence thou com^ft? and what it tï 
** thou wouldfthave? ' If, being a God, thoi 
^< art propitious and beneficent, behold, here 
** are perfumeis for thee, and gold. . If, being 
>*^ a Ood, thou art evil minded and blood* 
" thirfly, behold, here are viuims for thee. 
** If tiiou art a man, behold, here are fruits to 
*' nourtfh thee, garment^^to clothe thee, and 
*^ pluipage to adorn thee. 

" No, we are no Gods," replied Cortez, 
(for that was his name) ** but by the favor of 
** Heaven, which difpenfeth at its pleafure, 
** force, intelligence and courage, we pofTefs 
" tbpfc rights and that pre-eminence over In- 
dians 
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^* dlans which ye yourfeives cannot but frcog- 
** nize. I accept your prefenta, 1 keep. you t 
" captives, tftatis toobey andferve mo, not 
*f to be oi!êred up âS'viôtms: for my God'is 
*• a God of peace, wlio feedeth not'oh bloodl 
*• Ye fee here the altar whicH bur bands have 
*• raifed ; be witncffés of tbe; worlhip whicH 
*« we arc about to pay him. For the ftrû.time 
«« hefanaificsthefercgions with bis grefence/r 

The: altar was plam and ruftic: a green âi>- 
)>our,\ in.form.o£ a temple, fhadcd,k around* 
its only ornament was agoidfen vafe; a>Ugtit 
kind of broad» pf exqmfite.whiteneis». and a 
few drops- of ai liquid wbkh we toolc^at fiiA 
ft>r blood, but which- was. notliing, bxit the 
juice of a delicious tfroft^ W4^die.ofiiejineof 
tim facwfcei. In) this. Worflwp tfe^i» wa».n«*- 
thing gloomy to oureycii nctthing that^fcemo^l 
naturally calculated tor infpire the feotim^Bt 
of terror; and* yet, fhall I cwifcfs itto tHee? 
whether it were the force of examples ar;whct 
tber it were the cfK» of Ibmc dtan» i».the 
words of him who made the faferifice^ in cçns- 
fequcnce of the, irrefiftable ^fcendant their 
God poflefled oyer our Gods, there was fonofi- 
thing, in therefpeft manifefted by thcfe ftran- 
f ers» as they knelt.profirate before their altar, 
that ûxttck,us,. ajidapj^lUd our fouls.. 

After 
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, After the fecrifice, they m»de us wait upon 
Cortcz in his pavilion, where he was fitting; 
He received us with the air and authority of a 
mafter. •« Mexicans," faid he to us, ** the 
"true God, the God'whom I^dorci the only 
' *■ God who ought to Be adored, fmce it is he 
•* that created the univerfc, that governs an4 
** preferves it, i» come to vifit thefe regions ; 
** it is his command that your idols vanilh at 
***his prefence. It is he who hath fent us to 
** abolilh their worfiiip, and to înûrufl you in 
*^ his own. Throw down your Bloody altars, 
*• lay wafte your abominable temples, and 
•* ceafe to provoke Heaven by offtu-ings which 
" it abhors; do this, or expeâ to find in «f 
" the minifter« of his wrath.*^ 

^ Fllpatoe gave him for anfw.er, .that if the 
God he announced to us was the Great God 
of nature, it was as much in bis power to dif* 
poft of men*s hearts as of the elements; that 
he had but himfelf to thank for it that he was 
not fooner known and worihipped in thefe 
countries ;. that it was plain, a word from him 
muft be enough to. bring all the world upon 
its knees; that for man to arm in his defence 
ivas to fuppofe him to be weak ; that he who 
had nothing to do but to «////, could have no 
occafion for affiance ; and that it was mak^ 

ing 
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ing him a man, and one's fclf a 'God» ta fet 

tip for his avenger. 

He added, that if thefe l!r»ngers, more 
enlightened, mote wi(e, and more happy« as 
they feem«d to be, than we, were come to 
vifit us. for our good ;. if their defign was, with 
no other force than that of tpafoin and cxani- 
ple, to inftruA and undeceive us; we fliould 
really believe them to be Miiiiftefis of Heaven.: 
but that threats and violence were- the propel 
armsof Falfliood, unneceffary to Truth, and 
unworthy of her caufe. ' 

* Cortez, ftruck with this difcourfe, replied» 
that the ways of his God were unfearchable j 
that he owed no account of them to man; 
that jt v^as for, him to command, and for us 
to worlhip and obey. He condefccnded, how«- 
ever to aflure us, that he would never employ 
force but in fupport of truth. Hemade.no 
doubt, he faid} but that as to Montezuma, 
and all the fag.es of his Court and Council, 
they faw well enough how monflroûs and bar- 
barous a praâice it wa&to worlhip idols fiained 
with human gore ; but the common people, 
wbofe hearts were hardened,, and eyes blinded 
by their priefts, and who were accuflomed 
from infancy to tremble at the names of falfe 
Gods, flood in need of being compelFed, by 

a falutary 
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a falatary violence, to let the bandage of 
Ignorance and Error be plucked from off 
their eyes. 

A repaft was then fervcd trp, Cortez ad* 
mitted us to' his table. He obferved us eye 
with uneafinefs the meats that were fet before 
us: for we knew that they had flaughtered a 
great number of o«r friends. He read our 
thoughts, and we owned h« had gneiTed right. 
*• No,** faidhe, ** that impious cuftom is held 
** in horror amongft us : nor would either the 
♦* moft devouring hunger, or the m'^^ raging 
** thirft overcsome our repugnance to human 
•* flefti and human blood." What fcruples, 
indeed, great Gods I They don't eat men for- 
footh : but do they kill the fewer for not eat- 
ing them? And where is the difference, fo 
long as innocent blood is to be fhed, whe- 
ther it be the vulture or the murderer that 
drinks it. 

When the ^epafl was ov«r, we had a fight 
of their waxlike exercifes. The blood-hun- 
ters ! One may fee plainly they «are born to 
the praâîce of dcftruôion. What an an, 
what a fciencethey have made of it! They 
vaulted before our eyes on tliofe terrific ani« 
mais, which with one hand they contrive ta 
manage, while witli the other tl\ey brandifh 

\ * over" 
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Y>ver their beads a fword that glitters and flie^ 
around like lightning. Imagine» if it be pof- 
iible, the prodigious advantage they derive 
over us from the mettlefomenefs, the fpeed, 
and the ûrength of thofe animals, thofe 
haughty ilaves of man, who fight under their 
mafters. 

But this aftonifhing advantage is ftill lefs 
fo, than that which they are indebted for to 
their weapons. May thou never experience 
the ufc they have contrived to make of fire, 
and of a hard and cutting metal which they 
dcfpife, like ideots as they are, preferring to 
it that gold which we find fo ill able to defend 
us! May thou never hear that inftrument 
of thunder of which they made trial before 
us ! The thunder of Heaven is not more 
terrific when it rumbles through the iky» 
Inca, it is certainly the Genius of deftrudlion 
himfelf that has made them this fatal prefent^ 
All this would ftill be nothing, were it not 
for the concert and regularity of thofe in- 
ftantaneous and concerted movements which 
they make for the purpofe of attack or of 
defence. It is that art of marching without 
breaking their ranks, of opening upon occa-* 
fion, of rallying again when broken ; it is that 
art which, changed into an habit, renders them 
invincible. For our parts, as for defying 
^leatb,^ as .to dying, we can do it as well as 

they; 
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they; but we dnn*tkrtow how .to kill 

Al thefe words the young Cacique, letting.his 
head iînk upon his knees, and hiding his tears 
with his hands, forgive, fays he to the Inca, 
forgive this tranfport, which, alas ! is impo- 
tent. There are evils againft which the heart 
«an never harden itfelf. 

Before w« were difmifled, Cortez, in ex- 
^liange for the gold, the peat Is, and the cloth 
we had given him, made us a few prefents, 
trifling âi>deed in themfelves, but to which'in 
«ur ey^s. their novelty gave a value. 

^* As yet,** added he, " 1 have fpoken to 
** you in the name of aGod who has appoint- 
** ed me to o^»ertlli:ow your idols, and to build 
^' up temples to him nipon the ruins of your 
**' altars; but ye fee in me, befides, the Mi- 
^' nifterof a potentMonardi, of a King, who 
** towards the parts where the Sun rifes, reigns 
^^ over countries more extenlive, more opu- 
^* lent, and more ftourifliing, than the cm- 
^* pire of Montesuma. He is well pleafed» 
*^ for all this, to have him for an ally. Tell 
-** Montezuma, that I am coming to his court 
^* to make him the offer of this alliance; an4 
•* that CbarUs of Auftria, foverei^n of the 
** Eaft, .<lpubts not btit .that your.mafler will 
^< render to hii»| in the perlon of his Mini* 

*«*fter, 
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V Her, all that is due to the majefty and 
« friendlhip of fo great a King.** 

, Pîlpatoe made anfwcr to the Spaniard, that 
if his matter was fo rich and powerful, it was 
wonderful that he (hould fend to fuch a dif- 
tance in fearch of friends and allies ; that 
Montezuma would certainly think himfelf 
honored by this embafly ; but that it was pro- 
per, at leaft, to wait for his confent, before 
they penetrated any farther into his dominions. 

" Tell him,*' faid Cortex, " that I have 
<* croffed the Ocean to fee him ; that the ho- 
** nour of my King requires that I fhould be 
«* heard ; that without offering me an affront, 
•* Montezuma cannot refufe to receive me at 
•« his court ; and that I Ihould be unworthy of 
" the charafter of Ambaflador to the Prince 
•« I ferve, if I returned to his prefence infult- 
^* ed and unavenged." 



CHAP. VIL 

Jl H E anfwer of Montezuma was not long 
in coming. His refolution was to perlift in 
xefufing Cortez the permiiîîon of penetrating 
farther into the empire: and he thought that 
frelh prefents might be a means of foftening 
the harflinefs of this refufal. Cortez received 
the prefentSi but perftiled in his demand. 

He 
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He had luiderftood the hatred which th«r 
Caciques bore to Montezuma; he hid prâ)^ 
mifed them to humble that Monarch>^s prid^ 
and to fecuré them in independence/ Hé hiri 
already been received as a friend into the pâi 
lace of the Cacique of Zampoalla^ where we 
found him environed with a 'crowd of Kings, 
all vaflTals of the Empire, of whoni he had 
formed his court. . ' •! 

. *• you: fee," :faid TeuUla to him," " with 
** what magnificence Montezutna requitcsjh* 
** friendftiip of a King who is pleafed to folicit 
«* his. But this is all which the manners, the 
" ufages, the laws of his empire can poiiifely 
** allow of -^ and without declaring yourfelyeir 
*< his enemies, you cannot delay any Idfig^r 
« to quit this coaft.'* : - ^ 

^Cortex, at theie words, turning tç the Ca- 
ciques, bis allies, with a cqniident fmile ^po^, 
his cppnteijance, feepied to give t)^m encou* 
t^agemenfc by his lool^s. Tl}qp 4àdxç^\^jg him- 
fejf to «S,.'^i!lepair," faid l}pj^^ '^ip^niovrorw^ 
«* to the port at. which my vijflçfc>^aiftJi>r«acj 
*^you fliail there learn my refoluti^n^i 

At that'inftant can^é fome of his people^ 
withjiorror hi their fcbuntenances, and whif- 
pered to him. in private. After lieàrîng' what 
they had to Tay, be tprhcd^td.us^ andjn.ç 
hafty tione ordered us to fôlïoW'him.' "^ ^ ^^ ' ■ 

Vol. L D He 
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r He.repaiired fdrthwith to tUc temple, wliU 
tier th4y Wer<j feading {orne ycwitig captives 
deftined to be facrificcd to our Gods.; foronc 
jpf ,.oqr feftiv^aJs was then celebratittg. He ai- 
j^cd at tUe.iaftaat when the viftims were 
delivered into the hands of the facrificer- 
** >V retches," . faid he, " flop your brutal 
*' hands I Y.ç think to honor Heaven, and 
*« ye provoke it." At thefe words, ruflaing 
forward, and running in between the prieft 
and' the Vîfïîftïs, he ordered theni to be un- 
tied ahd to be kept near him. 
j1 • 

' Tlie whole people wetœ affembled. The 
pticfifi,. full of indignation, cried ,** Sacri- 
legb.yf jftHiddcnaaaded vengieaoce for their af- 
ftjonWd Qods- A çx>nfufed murnnur that be- 
gan to Ipread itfelf throughthe crowd, feexned 
to threaten a difturbance : Cortex did not 
%rait for'ît to break forth into aftion. Taking 
'with hiim â few of thofe Spaniards tlvat at- 
tended hirti, he àfcended, and forced the Ca- 
brique to afcend ^he fteps of the teùlple ; there 
fèîiiiig with odïè lÀnd tli« thunderftpuck and 
ti-etnWlAg- PriWce, and with the other-holding 
his drawwifword oyer him in th£ attitude of 
ilriking, *^ Down with ^our arms 1" faid he to 
\hdpepDle, with alouâ and threatening voice ; 




\ 
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• The fword ready to fall upon the Cacique» 
the voice of Cortez, his threats, his allonllh- 
ing refolution, damped the fpirits of the peo- 
ple, and the plot was ftiflcd. H9W could they 
do otherwife than ftand in awe of a man» 
whom with impunity they faw braving the 
very "God^ ? By his haughtinefs, by his in- 
trepidity he feeraed as if he were himfelf a 
God. He ordered thefacrificers to be brought 
forth to him from the altars, .behind which 
they had retired. ** Well,'' fays he, •* is it 
** thus that your Gods defend your perfons 
'^ and their temple? Who holds them? Who 
^' is it that cliarms them'? I am but « mor- 
** tal man, \^hy don^t they crufli me in the 
^* midft of my defiance ? Away with ye, 
*' your Gods are impotent! They are but 
♦• fo many pliantoms roufed by your delirious 
*' fears. Gods greedy of carnage ! Gods fej 
*' with flefli and blood ! Can ye be fo fenfe- 
** Jefs as to believe it ? And if ye do believe 
♦* it, can ye worship beings fo deteftable ! 
^* Abjure this execrable worfhip, and re- 
** nounce, in obedience to the true God, 
** thefe monftrous idols, which now y-e fljall 
*« fee me break in pieces,^* 

He fpoke, and taking advantage of the deep 
.terror with which the whole people were im- 
preffed, he commanded his attendants to throw 
t' Dz dowa 
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down our Gods from the top of their altars, 
and to roll them out of the Temple. 

Upon this finifhingilroke of impiety, we all 
expeâed to fee the Temple fall down about 
the ears of the protaners. The Temple flood 
ilill as ever, and our Gods, beaten down, and 
rolled into the mire, fufFered themfelves to 
be trampled under foot* 

The firanger then refuming all his eafe and 
fcrenity, " People," faid he, *' behold your 
*' Gods. To thefe vain images have you fa- 
** crificed millions of your fellow-creatures. 
** Open your eyes, and fliudder at what yc 
** have done.'' He tlien caufed the young 
Indians to be brought to him, who had been 
faved out of the hands of the priefts. *« My 
*' children,*' faid he to them, live: give life 
** to others: makie it eafy, quiet, happy to 
** thofe from whom ye received it: and re- 
« ferve the facrifice of it to the moment in 
** which your Prince, your country, and your 
«< friends, fhall require it of you in the field.'* 

*« Y^ fee," continued he, addreffing himfelf 
to us, " that Î had fome reafon for wilhing to 
** penetrate as far as the court of Montezuma. 
^* Meet me to-morrow at the port: you will 
*« judge then whether it be prudence in him, 
^' to perfift in his refufal/* 

Inca^ 
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/ Inça» thou canft net conceive the fuddea 
revolution that took place in the minds of the 
people, AS foon as they became alTured of the 
overthrow of their Gods. Imagine to thyfelf 
a herd of flaves, accuftomed from their very 
birth to crouch under the burthen of their 
chains» and who, being on afuddcn delivered 
from their Io«id, hold up their heads and breathe 
the air of liberty. Such was the cafe of th)» 
people of Zampoalla* For a time, fome re-f 
mains of fear interrupted and kept down their 
joy. They feemed to apprehend, leu the ven- 
geance which tfaeyxhad firfl expected from 
their Gods might be lying dormant for the 
prefent, only to break forth afterwards with 
augmented fury. But when they faw them 
hacked to pieces, and thrown abroad out of 
the Temple, they gave themfclves up to fuch 
Vanfports, as fhewed plainly that their wor- 
fbip bad never had any other caufc than ter* 
rof, and that their hearts detefted tbofe deities 

"whom their lips implored^ 

" Doubtlefs,'* faid the Inca ; *'nor is it in 
** man's i^ature to pay a willing adoration to 
** any other objeâ than a jufi and beneficent 
•♦ Being, fuch as you were told of and faw 
*« worfliipped by tbofe ftrangers themfelves ; 
'' of whom I can't help entertaining another 
" opinion riian what you do.** 

They are Tygers, faid the Cacique» who 

worfliip a Tyger like theriifelvcs.. They tell 
D3 us 
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lis of a God of peace, a God of mildncfs and 
benevolence : *tis a fnare they fpreftd fox out 
credulity. Their God is cruel*, implacable, 
and a thoufand times more blood'-thirfty than 
all the Gods be has o^ercoBie. 

Know, that ander the eyes of us who fpeak 
to thee, they have facrificcd to him more than 
a million of viâims: that in his name they 
have caofed tears and blood to flow.in torrents i 
that he is not yet fatiated but is ilill craving 
for more and more^ But f offer me to go on ; 
thou fhalt prefently behold thefe hypocrites 
in their genuine colours. 

The next day they took ns to the port where 
Cortez kept his fleet ; and there they bade us 
'^rait for hira. Mean time a thoufand thoughts 
diftrafted us. What we had feen the day be- 
fore, what we had heard, the inconceivable 
afcendant which that aûonifhing man had ac- 
quired over the minds of the Caciques, and 
over the very foul of the People ; his virtues, 
or rather appearances of virtue; the power of 
Iiis words ; the overthrow of our deities ; the 

triumph 

"^ Bartfiolemew de Las Cafas, after having given Charles t! 
a-piÔure of the onielties committed in the New Wosid : " Thit«*>' 
fays he, *^ is the reafon why the Indians are fo Radv to qoa^ 
^* their mock at the God we worihi^, and |>erlift fo obftitiately 
*< in their incredulity. They are perfuaded that the Qod of the 
«• Chriftians is the moft evil of all Gods ) becaufe ihe Chriftians 
*( who worship him are die moft wicked and cormpt of all man* 
«* kind." (Difcovcry of the Weft Indies, p. iSo, 
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triumph of his Qod ; all tbefe pactictiIar$ftOfi 
Sethcrcoiifpired to throve i» into fuch ^Itrtnl 
of tluk^t, as cDttId not but givr tts difmai 
apprehcnfions. for the futuie. . ^ 

Mean- rime, Ve could not help adniirific; as 
we ftood upon the (hare, Aofe hnmenfe^ciar* 
noes, the ffrufture df which Was a prodigy, 'a 
miracle in our eyes-! Th^ir^vaft fides Urèré 
formed by an ailemblage of fdiki timbers^ that 
had been bent and floped as4f they h«* bc«»i* fd 
many pliant rufltes-: ihey had wings, that\Veré 
woven out of a kind of barfc* and hung upoii 
Ae fteips of trees as Ibfty asour cedars: thus 
applied, as they floated to and fro,' they' ^ére 
impelled and diftended by thewind. • Thusk 
is the wind that governs thefe floating.çaftUs ; 
a fingle oar, conneûcd with the êxtrçmitj 
of the vcflel». fermes to direû itiaitscourlc.. 

We wçrebufy in fpeculatingupoi^-ftblsiur* 
midable armament, when Cortez came up tg 
us, accompanied by his troops* .Thatii>ftânt 
She Spaniards threw themfelv^s into the yc(rej& 
We thought, at firft, they were aâully about 
taking their.departure ; but the fhort^ive.d^QV" 
we had conceived, at that. ijnaginatipn,\gave 
place on a fuddçf? to the mo{l viqleht |af]|i£^£u 
We faw thçii) ftrip.thefis pro/iigiojuc^f difip^s of 
«very thing they contained ; tinQbcr<,.mçtaU^ 
jbils and cordages, every thing^was carried ,off: 
D4 and 
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iind<;!o'rteiB^ fetting.the examj^Ie to hia troops, 
fnattfbed up a flaming torch, and holding it to 
one oftbtr cartoes» fet fire to the veflibl, and 
prefently the whole. fleet was reduced to aAijss. 

,1 Wi4lp the devouring element was executing 
jt?: dpftruftive ojQBce, Cortez* with: a look of 
îlifuItingtranquUlity, turned to us, and faid; 
V. So long as the means of quitting thefe coaûs 
Sl.l^reilill in ray polTeffion, Montezuma might 
!'t^^,^. Iliade a doubt pf my perfevering in my 
i* refolves. Mexicans ! tell him what ye have 
** fee», and if be will not welcome me as a 
^ffi^end^ le( himji^epare to meet me as an 
?* f ^emy.*' We were then difmiflfed, all terror 
a^d: amazement at^this overbearing arrogance^ 

' ' Mohtezumawas^aîtJngwîth impatience for 
iur return. He aflcmbled his Counfellors and 
his Priefts to hear our report. The prefcnce 
of thçfe latter made us draw a veil over a great 
jart of that load of humiliation and outrage, 
binder which the God of Cortez had over- 
whelmed our Gods : every thing elfe was laid 
before them in an exaft and fimple narrative^ 
in. the courfe of which a few iketcbes we had 
taken, ferved to reprefent what could not be 
cxptei^Ted In words. The Monarch heard us 
'with a il'upiid kind of aftonilhment, which 
Yeemed to bereave the mind of the faculties 
of thought, and even of volition. •* Thefe 
ftrangers,'* fard hé, <* feem to poffefs an afcen- 
'' ' ^ dant 
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" dant over us, which, I. own, alarms me.^ 
** What you tell me of them feems altogether 
** to favour of the miraculous : there is cer- 
*' tainly fomethiiig more than human at the 
^' bottom of it.'* . 

" They are more enlightened, doubtlefs, atut ' 
" more induftrious than we," anfwered Pilpa- 
toe ; *« but all this knofwiedge does not render ' 
" them immortal. Hunger^ ileep, pain and' 
" wearinefs, all the wants and all the ills of 
" life are their lot as well as ours. The foul 
** of a Spaniard takesits'fltght out of the wound 
** made by an arrow, as readily as that of an 
" Indian does ; this yràs Aiy enquiry : as lo 
" every thing eUc, it matters little." 

Montezuma, who one (hould have thought 
would have taken courage at a fpeecb like 
this, gave no figns of his being at all affcôed 
by it. He kept his eyes fixed upon thr Pricfts, 
and fcemed as if he were trying to ricad his 
deltiny in their looks. 

Seeing this, the Pontiff addreffing hinsfelf 
with an airof authority to his Sovereign,, took 
wpthe difcoorfe: •< Sir,'* faidbe, 1 would- not 
^* have you be furprized. at the wcakncfe of 
" our Gods, or at the ruin which feems to 
••awai^ your empire. We have called «p the- 
" mighty God d£ EviU the fegtrful Telcale- 
** pi»lca* •'He appeared to us over the pinnacle 
' ' Dj ef 
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^ of the temple, amtdft the darknefs of the 
** night. Clouds re«t by lightning were his 
•* feat. His head reached up to Heaven : his 
** arms, which ftretched from north to fouth, 
•• feemed to encircle the whole earth : from 
*^his mOutb the poifon of peftilencc feemed 
•* ready to burft forth; in his hollow eyes 
** fparkled the devouring fire of madnefs and 
** of famine J he held in one hand the three 
^' darts of war, and in his other rattled the 
♦* fetters of captivity. His. voice,, like ^he 
*^ found of ftorms and tempefts, fmote our 
•< ears. ,Ye mock nie : my altars thirft in vain : 
** my viflin^s are jjiot fattened; a few half- 
** ftarved wretches are all the offerings yc be^ 
** flow on me. Where is now the time when 
*^ twenty thoufând captives in one day lay 
•* flaughtered in my temple ? Its rock returned. 
*^ no other found but groans and bitter wail« 
** ings, which rejoiced my heart j altars fwam 
** in .blood;' rich offerings lay fcatterec] on my 
floor, liath Montezuma forgotten that I 
am Telcalépulca, and that all Heaven's 
*^ plagues are the minifters of my wrath ? As 
** for the other gods, let him fend them away- 
«« empty, if he will ; their indulgence expofes 
" them to contempt : by fuffering it, they en-* 
"courage and deferve-it; but let him know, 
" that «it is folly in the extreme to negfe^:»- 
««jealous God, thc.Xîodof Evil/' .; . » 

Terrified' 



ât 
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'"- Terrified at this: portentous . îatellîgiéaèc, 
Montezama gave inftant orderi thftt'JtttiQ:.4ap4. 
lives ibould beforveyedr apd a.tjiçjifiirp^p/ 
Ijti^m picked ojof, to im9}pl!Vt.e,tq t}ieûr iac^^liç/l 
, God : that thpy fljiopid bc^fatteaedoip with al| 
poiEble expcditic|n;'. and- that as foon as everj 
thing was ready,- they Should b«. o^erpd. y^R îa 
iblemp facrifice.. * \ ..f 

Shocked àttKe recitaV, *« What fay ybii T^* 
îiitarrupted tllé^ [nca, " à thoufand yiairiisftn 
"oiie day?*'* Yes, replied the Caci^i!rtf:'aii«l 
where is the'^wonderf So lû^ttf calamiti«) 
have afflided the earth, thai wan, weak and 
trnhappy man, ha$ looked iiipdnthe^od<of 
Evil as- live nléû powcpf ol of all' Godsj.. Aoi 
oordtngtyi, iodtopesvto difami.tbe fitryofttb^t 
malignant Beingy.it ba$ beeii thQl|ght'j^O(>ef 
•lo offer, him^a baFbarovi$.^nd.iang)ûnar2;.v^rff 
ibip ; fuch a woribip. . (Jin ihoi^; a^ibq^d: bi9 
eorrefppndent to hiscbaraâc^r* . lhareabrea<» 
dy toU. thee, thefc ftrangcrs >facr|j^^ t^ him 
as wtsll as w«. Indeed to. what o.thçrt)eiÇf 
iboukl die; offer up fuch a'fea^ç/ bloo^.? If 
there be any .other- God they/wo/fliipin this 
manner, his- name, is a lecret they conceal 
^om V!S«;.ai)d that doubtlefs is the means^tbey 
take, to pr^cfervc the exclufive ^vpir^ of" rhkt 
God to whom'the tears of ihe,affliâ:éd^àha | 
the bloocf of. thcii^ofccnt are fijcfc dcJi^fiii 
Sacrifices. 

The 
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* Thjc' indolent and feeble Monarch thought 
110 hskiîtfond «very thing, «v^hen he liad given 
<^i-(fof9 for this feérîfice : but his enemy, in the 
ktcân triiîe,^'was making hafty ftrides. Having 
defeated but neighbours*, and brought them ' 
6vet to his fide, and* made his appearance at 
tHe-*he^d* of ' a' large army, ' Then it was that 
Montezuma no longer made a fecret of his 
d^fppnde|>ce. : Hewoijldnecd^^ry once more 
]ç;hat could be effeÔed by prefen^. ile offered 
Âfi Spa,ivi?r^s:to divide with them his vàft trea-f 
iores» and l^^bc ^jit the charge of building 
tofim a npvy'flee.t,^ if thpy would but depart tho 
'tB^nity^-rrr-Miktsthlc expedient I All thH 
fe^ed b«it iollctf ay Jiis w^aknefs, to çnçreaf^^ 
tbéir^<^ridèt '^nd to provoke their infatiaUo 
a^i^lce; -^iGèrte» aocordit^ly, mûre refblute 
alfff ^rttore Ufi^Sèàùt: Hhaft ever, declared that it 
Vras^^'fo no'pvit^eCfe *ô t^Wk of dazziihg him 
ip#ith ^reftnts he defpifed: that it was not gold 
Whfictf %^ii\ild^ efface a ftaîn that injury had 
ï^ifVbî^^i^ the affront he had rei. 

ceivèd Wai fuéhl 'ai nothing but blood' could 

ivipe away, , 

i-i-^j.'O ^f)C ' .V . ■• :. il. .• .• . î-^. I .. 

^J^^^-B^'^-^^ nothing but a heap 

ç^pinVl' lli-Çated Mexico, lifted up its head 
m. the mWdle of a lake, as if riling out of thé 

bofom 

♦ The people of Tlafcaîa, 
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bofotn of the waters: the approach to it was 
over a number of caufeways, fo narrow, that 
they might any of thém be eaiily cut through. 
That over which Cort«z took his way, paifed 
through tlie town in which my father com* 
manded. He was prepared to difpute the paf- 
fage, and waited for nothing but the confent 
of Montezuma. That confent he was not? 
able to obtain. We had now nothing' left 
but to receive the jfe ûrangers as our mailers, 
and to bumble ourfelves at their feet. ...... 

Ah ! how I did Ihake with rage I bow I did 
deteft the peremptory command which forced 
y& to this difgraceful conduâ ! What a ftain 
lipon the charaâer of a king is fucl^ an exceTs 
of weakiieÊs! He can^e inperfon, u^arraeds 
ta wait upon bis enemies, ftrivi^ig to cover 
%is fliame under, a veil of vain magnificence* 
He received them with all the marks of joy 
and friendlhip, loaded tbem with prefents^ 
and invited them to take up .their .abode ia 
the palace of the King his Father*: he Ihut 
bimfelf up from us, and was vifible to not a 
-foul but them, portez, thp mpû confummate 
of all diifemblerS; flattered his vanity, dazzled 
his imagination, got polTeffion of his confix' 
deiKe, sind i^veigle^, him (fuch was the Spa* 
niardl aftoniihing addrefs) into that palace, 

whicb 

# The palace of Axayaca, 
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which by that time had been turned intfr àr 
fortrefs, and of which he and hispeopte had 
the abfolute conmiaiid'. 

[' And now muft I- he forced to come, cried 
the Caci(jue, to tell an exploit by which thefe 
ruffians put th£ finilhing ftroke to this long 
courfe of perfidy, infolence, and outrage. In 
thc; very centre of the city, in the midft of his 
own people, in his own father'^ palace, waa 
Montezuma hîmfelf kept prifoneras a hoftagc 
by thofé ruffians. They even went lUU far^ 
ther, and in order to break his fpirit, an* 
tumble him effeftually, they threw him inta. 
chains like a flave, or rather like a malefadon 
Montezuma, fo totally had hispride as wdl 
as his fortitude defertied him, held out hi» 
hands, and whbottt a complaintfubmitted toi 
the ignominious bonds. He funk tofuchaî 
pitch of melannefs, as even: tainake himfeli 
merry when they condefccnded to. cafe hua 
of his Ihackles. 

Afhamed of his weaknefs, he ftrove to hide 
It from hi^ people, his court, and even from 
his minifters. He pretended ihat all this was 
but a penance he had. voluntarily impofed 
upon himfelf, in order to expiate the *èath 
of fomc of Cortez's foldiers*, who had been 

killed 

♦ Defealante an^feven Spaniards, of thc number of thofe who 
^ad been left at La y«ra Cru*: They ha<l ta^n part with fomc 
m jt'iDccrs againft the troops of the efiipire* 
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killed in the plains of Zampoalla. He foffer*' 
ed them to burn alive before his own eyes, 
three of his own people who had chailifed the 
infolence of that banditti. I faw the brave 
Colpoca» who» in a tumult raifed by thofe* 
ruf&ansy had killed two of them with his own 
hand, and who had prefefnted hirafclf to our 
view with the head ti£ thé Caftilian in his' 
rightti and in his left the arrow, ftill bloody,* 
with which he had pierced him ; I faw,' I fay, 
that brave man, whom fear was never known 
to have made fo much as wink ; that man to 
whom, if Mexico could have matched with 
only twenty more, Mexico would have been- 
faved; I faw him perilhing by fire : Cortez' 
had him thrown alive i'nto the flames^ LooL 
at that young matn who weeps at hearing me:r 
he and Colpoca were brothers* He was going 
to throw himfelf in too : I held him back, and 
ftid to him, ** What now ? Would you then 
^ abandon us? Here were you going to dii^ 
♦* and without a thought of vengeance !" 

To Monteatuma nothing came amifs; indig-. 
nity no more than violence. He rang the 
praifes o£ Cortez, fpoke with rapture of his 
civility ^and noble manners. To. hear him, 
qne would h^ive thought he bad been free and 

happy 

i t The name of the Caflilian wat Argnelo. 
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happy in the midft of thefe bis jailors, wlioiu 
he trembled but to look at« ftill Cdlling them 
his friends. In this condition, the poor wretch 
invited the people to come and make enter- 
tainments to divert hiui ; and fummoned his 
nobles to attend upon his perfon, that their 
prefence might add luftre to his court. The. 
welfare ,of his empire, the maintenance of 
tj-anquiUity, the advantage of fuch an . alli<» 
ance, which ferved to throw a veil over the 
{lâvi(hnefs of his fituation, the fecret warning 
of his Gods, were fo many pretences he made 
ufe of to impofe upon us. He ftrove even to. 
appear free in the eyes of the very people who. 
were holding him in fubjeâion. He anticipat- 
ed their ifijunâions, in order to f^ve htmfelf 
from being obliged to follow them,; and laid 
himfelf under the bardeft laws imaginable,, 
for fear of having then^dtâated ta him. The 
avarice of bis mafters he fed with heaps of 
gold. He offered, of his own accord, loren^ 
der to their Prince an homage> fuch as even* 
their own pride could fcarcely have prompted 
them to exaâ. He thought to colour that 
aft of weaknefs and independence with a Ihew» 
of juflice and magnanimity : and while he was 
doing every thing that could degrade him to 
the loweft piteh of fcrviUty, be conrfbrtfed 
farasTelf with the notion of prevent! ngpeople^s 

feeing 
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feeing that he was forced to it. HisGods^ 
who nad deferted and deceived bim> were the 
only objefts he Ihewed any conftancy in de- 
fending: liberty, honor, the properties of his 
people and of the crown, erery thing «Ife 
was abandoned, without an effort, to his in« 
folent opprettbrs. 

His hope was, tbat at length loaded» as they 
were, with liis prefents» fofteoed as he thought 
by his cofnpliane6s,. when they had filled the 
meafur6 of theii" triumph and of oiir difgrace^ 
they would be prevailed on to rid ys of their 
company. They promifed they would^ and 
Heaven fecmed inclined at one time to make 
them keep their promile: {or it came our^ 
that a new gang of freebooters of the fame 
nation, were come to difpute the conqueft 
with them : and Cortez, forced to go and give 
battle ta thefe invaders, could afford to leave 
but a fmall part of his troops within our waUs. 
But fucb was the amazement, fuch the dejec* 
tion of Montes^ma, that this fmall number 
were enough to keep him in their power. 
We prciled him to give us permiffion to deli- 
ver him : he took offence at the propofal. He 
inâfted tbat he was not a captiveT that his 
conduft was voluntary, and more prudent 
than we imagined ; that he had been at a good 
dealof expence to make thefe people his friends; 

and 
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^itd that be wovdd not expofe himfelf to thifr 
reproacfo of having broke his faith with them« 
•.* I h^¥c thçis word>." fays he, " that after 
^* they have made fure^of this new. fleet,, they 
*« wiliqxiijt this.country.'* 

Montezuma was fo poOelTèiî with this alUb* 
/Ion» that all the villainy of a crime which 
^ou wilt ihudder at the.uieKrtion of» could ' 
fcarcely undeceive him. We wetç celebrat- 
ing one of our feftivaU ;. aad.the ufagc was, 
on thoXe iblemnltifs^. to p^y^ hpip^ge to .the 
Gods by public dances. Xhe flower of the 
young nobility diftinguifbedthemfeUes .uppa 
this occafion by their magnificence ; 2)nd Monr 
tezuma, tfabiking th^t all was p^ace» l)ad a 
mind that thefe rufSai^,. whom he called his 
guefis» (hauld be prefeul: at the fpeftacle* The 
number, of them, was fmall i but they were 
armed: and we were without weapons» aswithi- 
.out fufpicion. Let any one imagme to him^ 
felf a company of leopard^aud hyaenas roam«- 
ing about a pafture where a helplefs herd of 
kids or dtjer are: playing. Their appetites for 
bloody like a half-fmothered Are» preys upon^ 
their entrails ; they creep on in lUent conipi* 
rtcy, reining in tJieir fuxy; but their eager 
glances foon. betray theix purpofe ; then on a 
fudden, giving loofe to their impatience, they 
xttih in amoQg the herd, suid raake^ a fearful 
* - ' daughter 
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daughter. In the fame manner might' one 
have feen the Cafiilians, who were fpeâatort 
of onr peaceable paiUtnes, iidleing round us» 
and watching us with eyes in which the luft of 
gain fparkled like a burning fever. The gold» 
the pearls» the diamonds we were ornamented 
withy vile fopperies which they adort, kindled 
in their fouls a fury by which nothing was 
held facred. Loft to all fenfe of humanity 
9Rd ibame» at a figoal given th^y uniheatbed 
their fwords^ ; then falling upon the Indians» 
they flaughtered without diftinâion the whole 
company» a few excepted», who had the good 
fortune to find a fecurity in flight. Matters 
of the bloody field» one might have feen them 
ftripping-tbeîrprey and^bragging of their plun- 
der» with as little attention to the groans of 
the dying, as the wild beafts nay to the cries 
of the animals they are tearing- open in order 
to drink their blood. 

' After this, it became manifeft that we had 
nothing left, but either to perifh or rid our- 
felves of thefe traitors. In vain did Montezu- 
ma ftrivTB to colour over the blacknefs of this 
deed. He was no longer liftened to : tbt im- 
^^atience and fury of the people were at their 
height. They flocked round my father's pa- 
lace» befeeching him to take their defence in 

hand, 

« 

^ Tbe watch-'word was St. Jamet. 
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hand» and to affift them in the refeue of their 
king. O my father! if valour, prudence and 
refolutlon could have faved thy country» who 
hetter than thou could liave merited the title 
of its Deliverer? Under him tumult and con» 
fuilon gave place to order and d^fign. Putting 
himfelf at the head of tire people» be fell upon 
the enemy, and forced them to retreat within 
the inclo&ire of the palace, which fcrved them 
ait an afylum; he hemmed them in fuch a 
manner, that hone of them durft ûir out, anâ^ 
befieged them on every fide. Juft theaadviccT 
was brought us of Cortez's return. 



CHAP. VIII. 

JL HAT fortunate ruffian, delivered of a 
rival * who was come to difpute the prey with 
him, had doubled his force by gaining over 
the party that was fent to ruin bimf. Moiie 
haughty and infolent than ever, he revifited 
our devoted city ; a gloomy filence aftonifhe^ 
him as he enters the walls. Full of mifiruû, 

he 

* Narvaez. 
f The condoA of Cortes on thac occafion U looked upon aa 
(he moil brilUiaat paflligf io bfi lUe, 
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he pufhes on as far as the palace, and there, 
ihuts himfcff up with his companions. 

My father kept following them with his 
«yes: he heard their fhovits of congratulation. 
*^ Ta-morrow," fayshe, " to-morrow, if Hea* 
^* ven fécond our attempt, we will turn thofe 
*• fhouts into ftrieks of forrow." In effeft, 
the next day the whole people were in arms, 
and my father gave orders for the affault. 
inca, that moment was a terrible one indeed! 
If to farmount a rampart all briftUng with 
fwords and lances had been all the dif&culty, 
the danger would have been fcarce worth men- 
tioning; but paint to ihyfelf a wall of /ire, a 
rampart hurling thunder, from whence, thro* 
volumes of flame and fmoke, ifTued a hail of 
murderous balls, every fhot of which marked 
its courfe by the horrible gap it made in our 
ranks. Thofe gaps were filled up as foon as 
made, our Indians, covered with the blood of 
their friends which fplaOied around them, 
marched on over heaps of dead. Their onfet 
was the united efforts of animofity, vengeance 
and defpair. They laboured with incefiant 
ofaftinacy to break down the walls and tbfi 
gates^ they made mfe of their lances as ladders 
to mount up by: the wounded Indians ferved 
while they were expiring, as flcps to their com* 
panions. Tumult, affright and confternatioa 

- r.eignc^ 
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teîgned wîthîn : fury raged without. The bu- 
finefs would have been accomplifhed, if the 
^un, by robbing us of his light» had not pat 
a period to the combat. 

• At night we difcharged a flight of burning 
arrows, which fet fire to the roof of this fatal 
palace. Sleep was efFeâually baniihed from 
it by the horrors of the conflagration : and 
while Cortcz, in the midft of bis people» was 
labouring to keep it under» we took a little 
reft. But the morning of the next day found 
us again in arms^ 

The enemy now marched out : the whole 
city became the field of battle. Our blood 
ran upon the ground m torrents ; but we 
beheld with tranfport that of the Caftilians 
run too. Night once more put a peripd to the 
flaughter. The enemy again returned within 
their walls. 

• A few days we could not help confecrating 
to the rites of burial ; the enemy employed this 
interval in building a number of moving tow- 
ers, to ferve them for flietter againft a hail of 
ftones which we kept pouring in upon them 
from the houfe. tops. Meantime» my father 
employed all his care in remedying that difor- 
der in our method of fighting, which was the 
very thing that ruined us ; in giving our moti- 
ons, more concert and defign » in eftablifhing 

pofts, 
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pofts, in dîfpofing h» attacks» în «contriving at 
différent quarters places that might ferve to 
cover our own|>eopley 4iadto flop the enemy. 
The towHt built as it was in the midft pf a 
lake, was interfeSed by canals^ ovrr thefe 
canals wore a multitude ot bridges» which be- 
ing eaiily broken down, might leave, as we 
iretreated, iarge breaches to be "filled up or 
crofTeil before the enemy could come up with 
us. He took particular pains t^ inftrua us 
how to make advantage of this ctrcumftance^ 

«* My brave fellows," faid he to us, " be 
*^ upon Totir guard againft that blind impelu- 
-** ofity, which deprives yeu of all power to a& 
•* in concert. A crowd is always weak^ and 
•* in the clofe-wedgcd throngs of a people, 
-•• who charge tumultuouily and witltout order, 
** numbers ftand ia the way of courage. Do 
-*^ but obferve, in all your jnov<;ments, the or- 
-•* dcr 1 have preforibed to you: I will be an- 
•*^ fwerable for your fuccefs. It will caft you 
-^^ dear; «but this is not a time for iis to fpare 
•< ourfelv^. It would be-acourfe equally fruit- 
.*« lefs and diftionorable, to fcrink in battle 
^« from that death which othcrwifc will await 
*« us under our own Vooft, in the arms of our 
*^ wives and children. As to liberty, revenge, 
" and the glory of having rendered fervice to 
<* jour king and country^ you can find the» 

ao 
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«< no where but w^th me in' the midft of flaugkf- 
•* tercd enemies.*' 

At length, we faw îfluîng from the palace 
of Cortez a number of towers full of armed 
men : they were drawn by thofe fierce <)ua- 
4f«peds, and from their tottering fnmmits if* 
fued rapid ftiowers of fire. But a quantity of 
enormous ftones, hurled down upon them 
from the boufe-tops, foon battered them to 
pieces. The fight was then maintained on 
open ground ; but without diforder or confu- 
fion. Over the ruins of our palaces, which 
the enemy had fet on fire, fury marched in 
filence. Death advanced, but with gradual 
and interrupted pace. Each trench was a poft 
attacked and defended with the moft deter- 
mined obftinacy. All the advantage the ene- 
my had to boaft of over us, was their arms ; 
thofe tremendous arms, which imitate thun- 
der as well in their deftruftive efFeâs as in 
their report; this advantage, I fay, was tlic 
only one they had over us : but what is there 
in numbers or valor that can make up for it? 
Thiscircumftance it was, that rendered doubt- 
ful the iffue of fo long and bloody a conflift. 
The enemy indeed quitted the field to us : but 
they were rather fatigued than beaten. 

My father pointed out to us amongft the 
dead forty or fifty of thofe ruffians*: an ear- 

neft 

•.>*^T?^?"^!;*''*'*®^**'*^P*'*"'^<'«» »»<*• amoBgft the reft, Corte* 
fumftlf, bad been wounded in this battle. 
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neft, he told us, of our being icon able ter 
exterminate the reft of them. " Only two 
" ftrugglcs more,'* fays he, ** fuch as ibis has 
" been, and Mexico is free.'* The people 
viewed, with an eye of eager delight, the 
Caftîlians lying breathlefs at their fcet# ** No, 
" no," faid they, counting every wotind, 
** they are not inimortah" Each man was 
for finding out the wound he had given» 
amongft the reft. 

Encouraged by this fpeôacle, every body 
kept waiting with impatience for the hour of 
aflaull, which had been put off till tlic next 
day. The hour came, and thé fhocl; was 
fuch, that the befieged could fupport them* 
ielves under it no longer. Our people had 
made their way clofe to the walls ; they were 
juft upon the point of fcaling them, which 
would have made them mafters of the firft 
court. Cortez, upon that, as his laft refaurce, 
forced Montezuma to make his appearance^ 
and lay lus commands on us to retreat. 

Montezuma came out, and from the top of 
the walls made a %n of filence. At his pre* 
fence we fufpendcd the affault. The people^ 
ftruck with awe, fell proftrate, and were all 
attention. The Monarch raifed his voices 
he thaokedhis faithful fubjeâs for having at« 
^mpted his deliverance : but he aiHured them 

V^u h £ that 
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tiiathe was free, aiid in the company of friends. 
«* As for them," faid he, " they are rcrfdy to 
« fct out in their return to-morrow, if you 
« will but lay down your arms, and in tokea 
« of peace defift this inftant from hoftility, 
" Such is my plcafurc. I command you fo to 
«* do. Obey your king.'* 

The multitude at thefe words began to 
waver in thfiir refolutions. 

My father fixed them. " If thou art free, 
«« great King,'' faid he to Montezuma, " quit 
** thy prifon, come forth to us, and reign over 
** us; till then we cannot liften to an unhappy 
*« Prince, compelled, like thee, to be his own 
«* betrayer. No, people ; it is not your king 
" that fpeaks to you; it is a captive who re- 
*' peats the Içffon of his tyrants. His lips alk 
** peace; his heart pants inwardly for venge- 
** ance. Grant it him then, and turn a deaf 
*« ear to every thing his tyrants diôate.'* 

At thefe words the aflault began afrefh. 
The people cried out to their King to keep 
aloof. The enemy flopped him, and pufhing 
him forward, expofed him to our weapons. 
My father trembling for his fafety, tried now 
to divert the attack to fome other quarter.— 
It was too late- A fatal ftone had already 
firuck the haplefs Montezuma: he ftaggered, 
and in falling yielded up his laft breath in the 

«rms 
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arms of his enemies. The ^ople, feeing him: 
fall, gave a (hriek of woe : ftruck with horror, 
they betook themfelvïes to flight, each nian 
accuiing himfelf as if he had been gidlty of a 
pafacide. 

In a Ihort time the enemy fent his corpfe, 
all bloody and disfigured. In an înftant the 
diftrafted multitude flocked around the body ; 
and^execrating the facrilegious hand that ftruck 
him, filled the air with their lamentations, 
bathing their dead Sovereign with their tears. 

The Caciques aflembled, and my father was 
cliofen to fill the place of Montezuma. Upon 
that a new plan of attack, and the neceflity of 
a new method of defence, conipleated the ter- 
ror and embarraflment of our enemies: 

My father preferred the more dilatory but 
furer nieafure of a blockade, to thefe bloody 
aflaults. Taking a circle fo wide as to be in- 
acceflible to the fire of the Spaniards, he drew*» 
a line of trenches and rampatts all aroand 
them. The works advanced, Cortez took 
the alarm, and refolved upon a retreat. Thi» 
was the decifive moment; he had nothing 
left for it, in order to'get clear, but to Make 
his Mrhy over one of the caufeways wIhcIi run 
acrbfs the lake; and my father, beihg Well 
aware th:ar,Gortez wduld Attempt to make-hii^ 
retreat \maet favor of the niglit^ b^oke up the 
Et, bridges 
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faricigesfAftt joiAed tbe tau&Way» lined it with 
amidtitttde^f canoes«uifiaedwith the choiceû 
^ ins towmen and flingers, «nd refoUed to 
charge the enemy in perfon at the bead of his 
Caciqves. Every thing was executed as it was 
planned i only with too xnuch ar4loun Our 
people covld not he kept from quitting the 
canoes» and throwing themfelves \ipon the 
caufeway, This imprudence coft the lives of 
a multitude of IndiaiK. Two hundred, how* 
ever, of Cortez^'s own foldiers, and a thou- 
fand of his allies, fell by our arms: ahridge 
^f boats faved the reft:: and when the<lay 
<;ame» and diicovered the carnage of the night, 
we found tiiofe Caftiliaas of whom Death 
had. given us our .revenge, loaded with fach a 
quantity of gold they were eome to rob us oU 
that they had fiank under the incumbrance* 
Thus h was, that for once that metal was of 
iife to us. 

^ In this combat, in which the lake of Mexico 
tuul been difcoloured witli OAsr blood, my fa- 
t;ker had xeceived tw^ mortal wounds. He 
called me to . liioi in his laft agonies : ** My 
-** fon/ • faid he, «' .thou fceft the cfFeû^ of a 
*' Jba4 -neign. TheCe ruifiajas will come back 
V Arp9gpr than ever, ieconde4 by the tribes 
f ! ^ho.had^roaned uskderthe tyranny of Mon» 
f«f :teeuiiia. AIm ! my -dying thoughts forefec 
f". 4)4ai XM jplaioly^ ihe niu of mj côaïuftry :: It 
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*^ is fooie cocnfort to nicv howâver^ thAt X 
*^ fhsktl not be a wittifiâ of it, and that my 
** lail moments have been employe ia ftms* 
*« gling to prevent it. Defend thy country as 
•* I îiave done ; defend it even wirfiout hope ; 
•* and be the laft to figlVt over its rums." At 
thefe words Ï felt myfelf preffed between his 
arms: and having given me the paternal kifs 
with his cold lips», he died. 

At tl^e recoUeâjon of this cruel and tender 
fee ne, the emotions of the Mexican Hero were 
/o violent» that his voice* was choaked wiài 
them ; and the Incase, fympathizing with the 
fenfibility of fa virtuous a fon» waited in 
filchce tin his heart had found relief. 



CH4P IX. 



H E dikoice of a fuccefTor to my vi(tiK>\}s 

father, vef^ined OrozLmbo, fell upo^x his a«^ 

.phenn young Goatiwosin, uiy famiii^t friend 

the moft vsdiaat of hiuhx* He proved Vii^U^l 

well worthy of thciy cl^evbvkt ala^l Ù» 

' courage wa& doI feeondieé by Fortiftaew 

. Cortez reUfcrned to the banks of the'Ialtc 

with a moft formidable force* To a thoufand 

Caililians^is good fortune bad added no fewer 

E 1^ than 
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'than a hundred thotffand auxtltaTies : fuch was 
'the 'ardour with whkh our countrymen lan to 
meet thie yoke. 

Termor fpread îtfcïf iliro' all the circumja- 
cent cities. Some of them ranging themfelvcs 
under the banner of Cortez, armed themfelvcs 
on his fide; others were deferted, and their 
difiraâed inhabitants either took refuge with- 
in our wallsy or fled towards the mountains. 

In a fhort time wc faw launched upon the 
;l^ke of Mexico, a fleet like that whiph hkd ûr& 
..brought thefe robbers to our coafts*. In vain 
idid our numerous canoes furrpund and aifau^t 
it on every fide : battered and rua down by 
the ihock of thofe enormous barks, they funk 
in multitudes with^their crews. 

The genius and aûivîty of our young King 
made unheard-of efforts, to make up for the 
advantage the enemy's barks had over oui*Tee- 
ble cock-boats. His order and iiltelligencc 
fignalJzed themfelvcs fttll more in the defence 
of ourcaufevvays. In the'bufieft of the wt^rkp, 
ih the hottéft of the dahgcVrprefent every 
where, -forwarding every thing, animating 
every body^ he was tlfe.very fouLof bis peo- 
ple. .The fire of his courage difFufed itfelf 
^through every heart. The bbflaclcs he con- 
tinued 
• ' - • • > - 

* He had receive^ rfilnfoTcemcnt from Spain. 
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tinned to oppofe to the advances of the Cafti- 
lians, wearied out at length their petfe verance* 
Difheartened at the fatigues and dangers of a 
tedious fiege, they jKOpofed peace to us. ft 
Svas what the whole people demanded; the 
King himfelf conlcnted to rt ; the famit>e which 
we Were prcflfed whh rendered it defirable to 
aH; the Priefls, in the name of thekgodtf, 
were the only men to oppofe it* They bad 
before broken the fpirit of Montezuma ; they 
now imprudently Mattered the prelumption of 
Guatimozin. A fhadow of danger had at firft 
thrown them into conflernation : a glimmering 
of fuccefs now rendered them as arrogant as 
they had before been cowardly. 

Upon the faith of air oracle we -rejefted 
peace. Fatal credulity I A God more power- 
ful than all their gods, belied their futile prt>^ 
phecies. He brought down upon us from the 
mountains a fierce and fe vage tribe*; he turned 
their furious pride into an ardent and docile 
zeal : and Cortez had no fooner reinforced bis 
army with their formidable battalions, than 
he ^-efoked to make a regular alTault. 

A pliilàge was at. length opened over thç 
three caufeWays, fpite of every effort that 
could be made by the moû determined cou- 
rage. The enemy advanced up to the walls^ 
£ 4 and 

• The Otomift. 
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9nà fixed their quarters among the raiii$« 
They thence poffaed on» preceded by a dre^dr 
ful carnage» v^hich the thunder of their arms 
ttade every where before them ; and by three 
oppofite routes» having penetrated at length 
to the very centre of the city, where for three 
days death and horror had borne fway ... At 
thefe word$ a tranfport of fnry broke in upon 
lus utterance» ** O horrid recoUeftion !" he 
f xc}aiaied ; a^od his eyes feemed to reproach 
then^elves for fuSering the light to vifit them. 

The Inca tried to foothe his agony. Ah I 
Tefumed the unfortunate Prince, thou fhalt 
judge prefcntly whether I have not reafon to 
be affeâed. I was fighting by the fide of my 
King I I had quitted the palace of my father» 
Shnd in that palace» befièged as it was» I bad 
laft a filter» a fifter I adored» and who loved 
me with a reciprocal affeôîon. For her pro- 
teôion and defence I had left with her as a 
guard the brave Telafco, the faitliful friend 
of my heart» him that of all men was the moil 
dear to me» and to whom my fifter ftood be- 
trothed. That trufty friend defended himfclf 
Ivith all the bravery that love and defperation 
^eould infpire ; he communicated the fame ar- 
-dour to his foldiers; one would have thought 
every man of tliem had, like him, been fight- 
ing in defenceof the life andhonor of a beloved 
tniilrcfs. Not an arrow miffed its mark ; the 

court ^ 
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court of ihe palace fwam with blood: death 
blocked up the entrance. . But frcrni the ad- 
joining palaces which the enemy te4 fired» 
the flames began to fpread eheAi£elvcs l« ikis. 
Theheiieged now findings themfebesinv^loped 
ia a gttft of fmoke^ tbe flame» (oon pierced 
through tliisclenid» faftenjedon the cedajs rooifs» 
and fproad themfelve» from roam to cooss^ • 

My fiftçe'&danger eng^oi&^dtbç wbo^ atteiv 
ttoo of my fÔQOd. He raa to look^ for her in 
the midft oî the conflagration : a^l within was 
foHtode; lb« foldUrs were all empbyed in do- 
fending the appco^che^r the nacoe of bis dear 
Anuailla eclioes throyg)^ tji^^ lonely cbambçis* 
At laû he behold the diilra^f d fnaid» h^r bait 
all diiheyelled» running tQ wd fro ijp (earcU 
of him; her only hope waA to re^oivje one 
parting «mbrace fconi him» before they yp^ 
riibed in the flames. *« My li((( P' UM Jia» 
fanning up to her and clafping hfr inhis.afm^, 
** we muft die or elfe be Âavçs* Cboofe for 
'«us : a moment muft determine/' ^' Let u$ 
^* die then/* faid my fifter. ' Upon tliat he 
took an arrow out. of his ^irert Jkaqtdçrto 
pierce bis lieart. ^« Sto^p/'Mkys^ ibfi), > ^' b^in 
'' with me»; I cannot trn&iBry om^baod» aaii 
^^ I wdulld die by thine/' ... .:- 

M thjçfe words, iÎ£ikviig, iato bi^, wns^ and 

Vimgingb^r mQulb c^<>1ç W hiii^that!ibe:9)i§hc 

É 5 leave 
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.leave on it à parting figh, fhe bared her bofom. ^ 

Ah ! tirliat mortal in that monient would not 

<hav4 ifek his courage fail him I .My friend, 

tnrAitlg to look at her w Ihe iijpoke, met a pair 

iof ejre$ whofe melting languor would havsè 

Idifârmed ev«n the Go4l of evil. He turned his 

.own afide, and lifted up his acm over her head 

to ftrike : his trembling arm fell down again 

by his fide. Thrice (he begged his aid ; and 

thrice 'his hand fhrunk front the fatal office. 

Thi^ ftrugglcgave him time to alter his refô- 

lutibn. *• No, no," fays he, •« I can never 

•« do it." *^.And fee you not,"- fays flic, ** the 

** fiâmes on one fide of us; and on the other; 

*^the ilavery add ihame that are awaiting us, 

'•* urtlefs we learn to die?" •* Yes, fays hey 

^** but ^rb^fty and glory are before us, if we 

»« éah" 'fbrce thi^oagb," Calling then to his 

Tiildfets; «My friends.?' fays he, **fosllowmei 

'^ V\i open you a-paffage;"; He pUided my liflcr 

4rt Ifhemtdft' of them,iand tdifaed ii\<aiuoiig 

^he throng of his aftoiliihèd enemies. 

It } .Ï * . ; L . * . f . . . . «i • 

- « The maqowho gave me a dçfcriptîori of «Jbis 
<tiFtfe*^i^ Ihtoofcwitih hortor.as.,he gave it.. Ççn- 
^ck^iYe an en^ofmoua rock, 'which living bi:oke 
^Oôfe^Vom-the (ttnuiiit of. a mountain, iCpmes 
rolling into the fea, dris'ing before it: the/ bel*- 
lowing furge, and with a mighty crafh opening 
itfelf ^ t^Tafiti amîdft the angry waves. ' Sbch, 
h's hc^iffticd forth from the palace of inyfatther, 
'•^* ^* r-: ^ ' was 
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was the furious Telafco. But tlip throng. o£ 
enemies which at the firil ihock had givçn way,; 
was now ready again to fail in upon him and 
overwhelm hinc. Once more he drove them 
back : a mady club he dealt around him, (hi*»*' 
vered their lances and their fwordi; and, like 
a rapid whirlwind, laid every tiling low withia' 
thé circuit of its reach. Encircled with à ram« 
part of dead bodies, covered with wpuhdi, his* 
body furrowed by ftreams of blood, my friend 
maintained the unequal hght, till the l^ittle- 
ftrcngth that was'left him was quite fpent» At- 
length his wisafied hands let fall the club and 
buckler ; he reeled, h^ funk* . . . Breath had 
not left him yet : he was taken alive ; and my. 
lifter Ihared the fame fate of my friend. Whe- 
ther he died upon the fpot; whether (he bad 
the ftrength and misfortufreto furvive'htm, is 
what I could never learn. Perhaps, O Hea« 
yen 1 perhaps this very moment he is groan* 
ing under the lafti of fome unfediiig raafter.- 
Perhaps my fifter, ■ Ah I away with the 

intolerable thought r it lights up again liiy fruit- 
lefs rage, and ftrikes torture through my foul.* 

The Inca, obferving with what pain he ' 
ilrove to fmother his figbs and fwallow his 
tears, preffed him to break off this diftrcfsful 
narrative. No, faid the Cacique, let me go 
through with it: as 1 bore the weight of thofe 
ihiferics wben-they wereprefent, I think I 

may 
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may bear tlie recolleâion of them now they 
are paft. 

All our poft$ beii^g fiormed, the whole city 
lay at the me^rcy of the conquerors. The Kin^ 
bad QQ other aCylum left him but bis palace, 
where his nobles offered to bury tbemfelves 
with him in Uie ruins. Hi& plat^ waSt in hopes 
of rallying the fcattered remains of his forçes^ 
MftQii the moujata.infi, to try %o make bisefcape» 
and then come back and inveft tbQ euemy in 
là$ turn. He was oroifing the lake; ^nd to 
favor his flight our canoes were trying to 
Gccupy the attention of Cort^^'s Qeet by a laft 
and hopelefs efforts Ul «fati^d Monarch ! All 
the blood that was (a profufely lavilhed for 
him» was. not enough to fave him : he was ta- 
feftnr*.-***'Here again-^-^-— forgive me-*— — -Upon 
that .a kind of delirious ftupor Ceiling Orozim- 
bo, his toogqe cleaved to the roof of his^- 
moutbf. his mouth rej^ained half-open» éAST 
cycji grew m^tionleis, and every feature, in 
his countenance marked the excefs of horror 
and difmay. His voice at length found utte- 
rance: O Guatimozin! he cried, thou braveft, 
beft of Kings I A gridiron I hot burning coals ! 
Yes, this was the bed on which they ftretcbed 
him ! .p,.,,-^ «• O execrable barbarity !" inter- • 
jupted the Inca» penetrated with horror. Stay, 
fays the Cacique, ftay, thou (halt know them 
bdtter ftilU While the fire was making its way 

to 
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tp the V€ry marrow of his bones, Cortez, with 
an eye of unconcern, kept obferving the pro« 
grefs of his agony. Addreffing himfelf to thd 
King: ** If thou haft had enough of this,'* 
fays he, « tell me now where thou haft hi4 
*« thy trcafurcs.** 

Whether it was that he had no hidden trea* 
fores, or that his noUe fpirit fcorned to yieUy- 
the Mexican hero did honor to his country hf 
a conftancy unlhaken to the laft. Fixing an 
indignant eye i>pon tho tyrant, ♦• Monfter,** 
faya he, ** knoweft thou of a torment fo into* 
" lerablc to me as the fight of thee ?** He 
fufFered neither complaint nor groaTi to efcape- 
him i nor fo much as a word or look that car* 
ried the leaft appearance of Jblkiting compai-^^ 

\ ' %^ Scf etdbed upon the faoMS gr idtrpn lay a faith-* 

VfuWHtnd. This friead, l«fs nfolut« th^t% the 

prince, found a difficulty in b^ariiig up againft 

the torture : ready to iink, be turned towards. 

his mafter with a plaintive and affeâinglook. 

*♦ And me,*' faid Guatimoain. •* think you 

I " that I am upon rofes ?^^ This reproof ftifled 

the iigh that was riling fronv the bottom «* bi« 

heart. 

^hou Ihuddcreft, Incâ ; «U thai thei» haft 

I beard as yet i& nothing. As yet tbaa hdft h^f^ 

thefc 
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Xhek c^Mhroatsoiily in the heat of flaughier.- 
To know them thoroughly, one fhould fee. 
them in the bofom of tranqurllity, in the midft 
of the people they h^ve difartped, fonie going 
9UÇ tp meet, them .wjih^ aivûçigenuous joy, 
others with an air of fuppliance and timidity ; 
prefenting them of their own accord, and with 
all imaginable giood^wiU» whatever they pof- 
feis moft yalaable ; eager to wait upon them. 
to give -thçm lodging in their cottages ; fub-^ 
initting for their benefit to the fevereft labour, 
yielding their , backs without complaint to th& 
burtlichs and to. the blows they heap upon 
tlie.m;' and, to crown all, fufFeringthcmfelve& 
to be branded by a red-hot iron with the in- 
delible naarks of flavery, *risin circumftan-- 
CCS like jrheXQ. that the cruelty of the Caftilians 
difplays itfelf in its genuine colours. All thou 
canft conceive of tyranny in its utmoft excefs, 
or flavei:f*in its utmoft rigour, wiUftiUfall 
fliorfof the miferies thefe brutes inhuman 
ifaape, are inflidingupon the mildeft» meekeft 
people upon earth. 

* The Mexicans, terrified by the tragical fate, 
of their King, by the facking pf their city,, 
by, tbc.plundenug of their. country, thought, 
of nothing elfe but how to appeafe the lel^ent- 
ment of their conquerors. From the moment* 
of the fubmiffion, their behaviour to: the Spa- 
niards have been that of lambs to tygers ; yeti 

neither 
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neither tbeir careflcs, nor their tears, nor tho 
voluntary abajidpnment of their little proper- 
ty, nor their Ulent obedience^ nor their blin4 
fubmifiion, nor even the lafï and mofl pain- 
ful of all the facrificcs which man can make 
to man, that pf their liberty ; nothing, hi 
fliort, can foften thofe callous hearts. If in a' 
long and toilfome journey their harraffcd 
flaves prefumcL to utter a plaintive groan un- 
der an overwhelming burthen, inftant chaf- 
tifement forces them to filence : and if they 
link under the excefs of their fatigue and mi- 
fery, a pitylefs. arm haftens their laft figh.' 
*• Cruel men," fay thefe innocents, «* what 
** is it we have done to you ? Our life knows 
** no other bufinefs than your fervicc ; what 
** have we done that, we are to be thus bereft 
" o(^- It? Spare us, fpare at Icaft our wives 
** and children.'* The monfters are deaf to 
thofe complaints. Gold, gold, is all their cry ; 
their craving for it )s never 'to J>c aiFuaged; 
Vain is all the expedition the people can ufc, 
all the indiritry they can employ in bringing^ 
in, and laying at the féet of thefc tyrantfj 
what little fhcy can fcrape together of this per- 
nicious metal. All, all is not enough: and 
while on tbeir bended ktiees, with uplifted 
hands, and ïlreaming eyes, they protcft they 
have furrehdered tlieir laft'graih^ they are 
loaded with chains, and put to the moft hor- 
rible tortures to force them to difcovermore; 

Inconceivable 
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Inconceivable are the torments, unheard-of 
are the deaths the avarice of thofe monfters 
has invented. ' ingenious to the laft degree in 
combining and prolonging the various modes 
of fufFerance, it gives to Death a thoufand 
horrible Ihapesi, with which Death of herfelf 
was unacquainted. 

But the oioft (hockmg and încomprehenfibie 
fciatuce in their whole charafter, is. their utter 
infenfibility* 3y the fires in which a whole 
family are coafuming, in the midft of a village 
in which the blazing roofs are tumbling ia up- 
on a company of pregnant women, of help- 
lefs old men, of children at the breaft» at the 
foot of a Tcaffold on which a mother and her 
fqn are hcoUing over a flow firej^ one i^ay fee 
tbeie O^vs^e monfters, one may fee' then) 
laugliij^ and making their game, mocking 
andinfaltiag.^he vi£tims of their fury. 

Inca, foon softer added the Cacique, with a 
torrent of tears^ bis voice interrupted by re- 
peated fobbings— — — ^Inca, turn it not to our 
reproach, that we ilill breathe, after having 
b^eu witneHes to fuçh fcenes of mifery. If we 
bear pp vnder our misfortunes, if we live, if 
we fly froru qux unhappy country j^ it i^ in this 
only hope,, that icwwewhere oï otb^er w« may 
fii^d ^i&ftauce to avenge it, 

••Indeed," 
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** Indeed»!^ ùtjs thç Inea, embracing bim, 
<< I make nq doabt ye defierve to have ymnr 
^* niih. I feel for jt^ I fiiare youi griefs. If 
^ I cannot remedy, I hope at leaft.to foften 
«* them. Stay with os, unfortunate wortbiet, 
«^ and let my Court be your afylum. Yotir 
** experience will be of ufo tc me. J may, 
<* perhaps, find exercUe for yovtr v^lor. Alas 1 
"if 1 am to believe the prefages which begin 
** already to be confirmed, the time draws near 
*^ when I may have hut t^a much need of y out 
•* affiftancc/'*--.--" Ah !" cried the Caciqnet, 
"life is the only pofefibn Fate ha» left us : 
"Prince, it is thine; thou maycft ufe it sa 
" thy pleafure : but fojf thec^ Dcfpai^F had b«r 
" fore this cut fhort its thread/' 



» 



C H J P. X; 



VV HILST peace, humanity, and jufHce, 
under the laws of the offspring of the Sun, 
reigned ftill over thofe favored regions, the 
tyranny of the Caftilians was fpreading like a 
conflagration: which way focvcr they bent 
their courfe, ruin and defolation marked their 

fteps. 

The 
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',: The North of America was taid -wafte al-' 
ready, and deftruâian began to extend itfelf 
to the Sooth» In vain bad that pious church- 
inanv that refolute and tender friend of .the 

.vhbaprpy Indians, Bartholemew de La,s Cafiisi 
in vaiiiiiad he coiifveyed tlàc cries of a faffer* 
log iiktionto tiie hearts of Kings*; an una- 

:vajlîng.-pîty, a faint wifh.to apply.a remedy 
to fach a mafs-of evils was ai^ he could obtain. 
Laws indeed were made: btitthefe laws, def^ 
titute of fàrcei were unable^ at fuch a diftance; 

•to 'ftf jpprefs the Kcence Ibey cendemned; ra* 
pacity threw oiF. the rein; and under a race 

-of fo ^reigns, -who ail condemned Have ry and 

^pref&en, the Indian was all alongaflave; 
the Spaniard always an oppreflbr. ' 

Las Cafas humbling bimfelf at the throne 
of Eternal Wrftfcnn; hadll?tired to the banks 
oftheOzamaf; tliere, in a profound retreat, 
he ceafed not to lancent the ill fuccefs of his 
humane cndeavaur. - ' 

Mean time the Ifthmus was a prey to the 
moft inhuman of tyrants. Davila was the 
natne of this Barbarian* His cruelty had lenr 
dered him the terror of thofe nations who 
inhabited the mountains that joined the two 

Americas. 

* Ferdinand and Charles V. 
f A river on which Barrholomew Columbus, brother of the 
A4n)iral| bad built the town of St. Domingo. 
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'Americas. Over rocks, forefts and precipices, 
biaf^ldiers with their de Youring dogs were let 
loofeMipon the Savages. Th«ir dèilrudion 
caft . him nothing more than the trouble of 
iindii^g ÛLcm out aod butchering them. Thus 
was the paflage opened from the Atlantic to 
.the Pttcific Ocean. 

There it was that new co^fi$ difcovered 
themfelves: and conquering ambition found 
a vaft career to run in. Balboa*, fit prede- 
ceilbr to .die. inhuman Davila, had already 
conceived the thought of penetrating into 
tbefe fouthern regions ; and ftreams of Indian 
blood had ftainpd the ihores where he had at^ 
tenfptcd'a dèfcent^ After him, frefli gangs of 
cut-thro^ats hfid; riflted longer voyages ; but 
either peffeverati(fe*or fortune had been want- 
ing to tlieîr atteiiipts. . c_ 

To effcft the ruin of the New World, it 
was neceâary that Nature fbould have formed 
a maxr endowed with fucb a degree of refolo- 
tion and intrepidity» as. fi^ed him to ftaod the 
worft of evils 1 a; ns.an iliured to labour, to dif- 
trefs, tqJufFering ; who could fupporthimfelf 
undetithe mpft preffing wants, could fteel 

bimfelf 

* Vafco Kunez de Balboa. He had difcovered the Sout1i-Slsa 
>n 1513. h ^âi to bim that the Induin anftrexed Bgru, Pih^ 
" My name is Beru, and I live .upon the bank» of the river j*' 
tbence the name of Pern. Balboa was Ibn-in-law to Davila. 
1 he latter caufed him to be beheaded* 
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kimfelf agwift tlie moft fearful dangtes» eo«ld 
zife f uperior to every obfia«)e^ and ftantfl fism 
agaimft the ftroke of the nuift ievercaérarficy. 
This, wondeirful man «as Bisarro. Kar was 
this unconqnerablje vigour of miad bis only 
viptae. Foe to every thing that favoured of 
luxury and oftentation; plain and y«tcofiï* 
manding in his addrefs ; dignified and yet po- 
pular; fcvcre when fevcrîty was neceflary; 
indulgent where indulgence was praôicable ; 
moderating by' the engaging frauknefs of his 
zpanners» thé rigour of his difcipline and the 
weight of his authority; lavilh of his own 
bload|. frugal of that of the foldier; liberal, 
generous, and aat unfeeling; he ftood uuta^K- 
cd by that luft of wealth by which others in 
the fame ftation had beea difgi:ace4* More 
congenial to his mind were the glory of plaiv- 
ning and atchieving great conquefts; and the 
ambition of rendering himfelf i|l«ftriDos. 
Heaps of gold fcattered and fiveamioTfalaod, 
were fights that often aaet bis eyes ; they were 
never dazzled wit& it. He «auld Ikehold h 
without emotion, and alniH^ft without a. wifli, 
l>ut for the fake of fiiatrng it with his follow- 
ers, the inUruments. at>d partners of hisifame. 
Temperate and frugal throughout life, Pover- 
ty fat upon his laft pillow. Such was the man 
whom Fortune had raifed up from ooe of the 

loweft 
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loweft nmks in life*, lo be the conqueror ot 
thé richeiit empire ia tbe world. 

Having recommendeâ bimfelf by his bra* 
very, to the Viceroy of the Ifthintist» be ob- 
tained from ^im the privilege of exploring tlie 
countries beyond the Line, in queiTof new 
kingdoms and new trej^fur^, A lingle Ifai|s 
the oaly one that vra^ left of all Baiboa's fleet, 
was all .the;force he required for his expeditifon* 
He equlppeii himfdf at the port of Panama ; 
and tJic repOTt of his enterprizc Coon fprcad 
itfetf to tbeifland of Hifpaniola: Hifpaniola» 
difttngiMlhod by its having been tbe £f ft fruit 
of Ca4iBiiibas''s viâories, and by its having 
c^Kitinisved tiie chief fsat of the Spanifh tyran- 
ny, frmn tbe time of that illoftrious adven« 
tmrcv* 

At the name of Pizarro, a crowd of tntzfe« 
pid youtrbs aiked leave to join him. Their 
chief, Alonzo de Moiina« a yovng man of 
-worth ar}d fpniru, but of rather too impetuous 
a coarage, and rather too fitfoeptible a difpo^ 
%tion» Ivad gained, by the candour of his man«* 
ners, the efleem and frienidâiîp of the virtuous 
Las-Cafas. He wiflied, before he fet out, to 
embrace and take leave of his venerable friend. 

«<What 



* His «n^na! «ceupMiQii Had teen theikaM ivitfa tl»t ^ 
S'oLtm V. 
f Pon Fedr9 Arias DavUa« 
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' ** What tli^n," cried the ^ious Anchorite, 
*' the avarice of the Caftilians is fttll unfattS' 
** fied ; and you arc going in queft of new 
" (hores for them to ravage !" ** Heiaven is' 
** ray witnefs," anfwered Alonzo, *' that 'tis' 
" glory that condufts me."--«* Glory ! Ah !'*• 
replied! the good ihah, *« is there any fot* 
** aflaffins? Is there any in falling upon a ti- 
*.**morous herd'of feeble, dfefencelefs, naked 
*? Savages? in cutting their th'rbats without 
*.* danger, in a manner as cowardly as it is 
** cruel ? Your glory is that which the vuU- 
V.ture reaps when it derours the dove. No, 
*f my young friend, hull you. Sir, with fliame 
*' and grief I tell it to you, the- gwilt with 

V which the Caftiliaos are loading themfelves» 

V is fuch as noUùng.can efface. They are 
" falfe to their country, their fovereign, and 
** their God ; and fadly is their avarice mif- 
«^taken when it thinks it can He fatisfied. 
"•'Alas! had thcjc conduced themfelves^^vith 
** but tolerable moderation, Spain would have 
" been rich, India would have been happy ; 
" but inftead of that, by the (hameful abufe 
'•« theymake of vidory, Spain will be exhauft* 
" ed, India mined without return." 

" Is it fo,'* cried Alonzo j *« then now is 
*^ the time to teach them better. I know Pi- 
"zarro only by report: but he has been re- 
!<prefented to me as a man of gcnerofity, 

**WUo 
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«* "Who knows, my friend, biit he may be 
•* worthy to hear the voice of humanity from' 
" your lips? Why fhould you not a(k leave 
** to follow him ? Come along. Your afFec- 
*^ tionate and inftruâive counfels will com- 
•• mand the rcfpeia and'love of my compani* 
•* ons, as alrçady they have won you mine.'^ 

Las-Cafas yvs^s moved by the inftances of 
Alonzo; h^ felt his aftive beneficence rckind-. 
ling in his bofom : and the hope of doing fer* 
vice to mankind began to renew the vigour of 
his mind. But a little while after reficâion, 
and a fad pre&ge of what was likely to enfue,. 
threw him again into dcfpondency, *'Molina,'* 
faid he to. the young man, ** you know my 
*• heart. 1 fliall never fit ûill and fee the In- 
" dians ill-ufed ; I fhall fpeak up for them 
•• without fear and without rcferve ; and then 
** you yourfclf, perhaps, when you come to 
V find yourfelf cxpofed to the ill-will of thofe 
" whom I flaall have offended, you yourfelf 

« will take umbrage at ray zeaL*' " Nay, 

«« but come, now,'* cried Alonzo ; •« away 
** with tlîis mifgiving prudence ; think only 
«* of the good you may do by giving us your 
*< company- Who can tell what crimes, what 
" miferies your prcfence may prevent? And 
" how will you reproach yourfelf when you 
<* cometothink, thatthelivesofmillionsroight 
•« have been favcd, if you would biithavelbtwa 

*• yourfelff 
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•• yowrfelf» and you would not ?" ** Enevigh,*^ 
M cried LasCafss; '< it fliall nev^r be faid» 
'* that thf ough weaknel« I have given up the 
*< hope of being of nfe to thofe unhappy peo- 
^< pie. ril follow yov« Heaven grant that 
^^Piaarro may vouchfafe to liflcn to my 
*' voice!" 

They went off together ; and the veflêl they 
^ere embarked in foon reached the coaft of 
the Peninfula. They landed at the nAouth of 
the river of Liaards* : and in order to mount 
the ftream, tliey betook themfelves to their 
canoes. Thefe canoes, hollowed out of a 
fiitgle (Kck of cedar, were manned each of 
them by twenty Indian rowers, wîài a furly 
Spaniard for their commander. 

The poor Indians, urged by the clamours 
of juvenile impatience, puUed with all their 
might; but fuch was the ftrength of the op« 
poling dream, that it was wkh the utmoft dif- 
ficulty they could matter it; nor could they 
get on l>ut at a very feeble rate. The man 
who commanded them, feemed to make a 
crime to them of the rapidity of the current* 
Their backs, ftreamhig down with fweat, 
Writhed under the bloody lafii^ Breatblefs» 

and 

:^"9hm ofllled the Chagrw, mUcb rïBag te OM^noimuim of 
die mbmas, £»lls int* the Aâancic. Ic rinu at the rate o( three 
miles au how. 
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and alinoft ready to fink» ihey endured theit mi- 
fery without complaint: only thcj;* iilent tear^ 
came dropping on their oars« or mi^igling \fitt^ 
the /weat as it trickled down their bofoms ; 
and now-and-then they woul4. turn to their 
tormentor an agonizing, eye, that ieemed ta 
put up a nrute requeft. for. mercy* // . 

. Shocked^at tlûs b^irbarity, Las-Cafas, felt, aft 
emotion like what a father would havç f*elt« 
bad the fpffejrers been his children. " C^eàfe*/* 
be cried, ** ye crueï men! ceafe torturingthcfc 
" poor vre^itures, exhauftcd as you fee they 
•♦ arc. by their efforts in your fervice. Would 
" you {e« them die outright? Coufider.; for 
** ihame, cpnfider: they are your bretliren; 
*' tliey are men i^they are children of the fame 
"** Qod that you are." Then turning to one 
of the rowers who feemed to be the youngeft 
aud the weakeft of them : "Friend," fays'he» 
♦* you may take breath a littlcr-go— IMI take 
** up the oar inftead of you." . ^ ' 

This 'generous humanity kindled the latent 
fparks of Iharae in the brcafts of the young 
Spaniards. They now took up the oars with 
one accord^ vying with each other in tlieir 
a,tajcrity;tçj, ^relieve the Indians. The poor 
creatures li^ld up their liands to the good man 
who had got them thisindulgenx:e> poured oa 
Vol. L F him 
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him benediaion» without number, and called 
on bim by that tender name of Falhex, which 
he bad fo well deferv«d. 

Uponth«tMo4ina. cemng«p to Las-CaCw, 
,rtùfp«ed him. with an air of exaluttoa, 
.. Well, now my good Father, do you rtfcmt 
« your coming?" The good man turned to 
hlW with a look in which lender concer,» smd 
, fympathiiing melancholy were Jcongly vA- 
ul gi/uig him only a deep f.gh £o€ anfwer. 

Tuft at the place where the flvecceafest» 
he\iàVigable. elands a village that bear, the 
name' of Cruc«. «er« it w.^ that beang 
obliged to quit their -canoes '^"''/""'VSe 
à long and toillome patl, Aat »«<>.«"°f^*;. 
woods Toilfomc. however, as .t«, the tr*- 
veir finds Wmfelf refieved from h,s fatigue. 
When from the tops of the rifing grounds, he 
Tuffe s his eye to wander over vialleys wtach 
Mature feems to hav. taken delight .«or«a. 
mentine • wli^re the variety of trees and f^.ts. 
rSuude of birds whofe pl-'ge ^^^^ 

with .the g^y«%-;^;- ^^TnU^ct^n; 
jnoft ejichauting fcenc. Alas . m ui 
ine climates every thing elfe that breathe* is 
ffppy ! Manalonel ppprelTcd, fufFenng. mj- 
ïerable man groans under the yoke of his M^ 
^W-man. and make, the lonely cav^ Tj 
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which he flies for flicltcr. ring with unavailihjg- 
lamentations ! 

■ ■ ' ! .Î ■ •; •. 

Clambeiiiig from mountain to mountain» 
tliey .reached at length the futnpDit w|iich com» 
mands tlie whole } and from-whence tlie^eyrc l^a^ 
Qn {>otb iidcpS an unbounded range.; T^çre.it 
is. that one may 4^over from qne andL the 
fame fpot, <^\jl, the one, fide the Atlantic, on 
the other the Pacific .Ocean* : yet both of 
tfaem at fuch an iaimenle'diftance, that the 
jiale gtecn df the waters lofes itfelf in a man- 
ner in the azure <ky. .:". Comrades,*' fayi» 
Molina, turning to the Pacific Ocean, " let 
** us falfite that lea, and thofe unknown lands, 
'* over which we are about to bear the glory 
** of our arms. If Magellan has immortalized 
'* himftlf by only vifiting thefe immenfe rc-^ 
<*j»îôns, think bf the fame that will await' 
"thole wiVo ïhall have ïubdued themf!^ 

He continued' his* march doWn the moun- 
tain, and foon approaching the "walls within 
which Davil^ was Governor, he fent him 
word,' that a hundred young Caftljiians were 
come )t6 offer tlieitfcfYÎces to Pizarro, ready 
to follow hîs banjieri inpuffuit of gtçry. . 

. . r r :: . •/ :' ; ;^ :::.:!. ■ . .. ^^T 

. * f prefer on this occafion the teftimony of M. de U Condamine 
to tnat of Lionel Wafer, who is pofinve» that then it not any 
fwt of the Ifthmus from which both feas are to be feen at onfict. 
t The voyage of Ma^eftan wasr in 1 51 1 «mt 1522 j the ettter* 
prlze^fl^larro VMi$in:x'5f|:. ,*••.'- * 
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They fimnd the fiercctyrantof the Ifthin« 

plunged in gricC He had juft loft his only 

ion in the purfmt of the Savages. " You are 

wèikomc,^* fays he to the yoxiti|[CaftiHans: 

^joU'WÎU feel doubt fcft for the agony of a 

** father whofe (on *hcfe favâge Indrans liaTc 

**-devoiired. Yes, monfters, they liavé de- 

*« vbttted htm, tnj child, my only h«pe. Hea- 

** vens ! can all the blood in tlïeîr vein^ ever 

^* quench my rage? Ply, purfue, extermitiate 

^ that impious land detefted t^aoe i Asiong ac 

*''T2L finglc Jhan of dieww left ^y^^ 1 ihitt 

** nbt'tliiiit myiiblf'cevcaged* 

.',..•<■•.'/. ' '.• • • • 

Pizarro cave a^ more pleaiîng rxxeptipn to 

the new conipanions wboio Fortttne had now 
brought liiJM* He received them on hoard of 
ïiU fhip wUh.tliat; air of opennefs aikd afFabi- 
iuythat.wpnjiiai every heart; a,i\d ^fter pay- 
ing tbeVfi thé en<;omî«m« he thowghtdue Xq. 
their fplrit, lie introduced thein to h» friend*. 
** Sec.herC|,7 A^RS }ie, *^ are the generous AJ- 
** magro, and the pious Ftrjtando de Luquez^^ 
•* who, aft^.my example, embark their for- 
V tunes on thi« enterpriee ;— -/^lmagr<).diftin- 
**^ùifliecl by ^us valour, i^eraa.ndo by the dig- 
'^*riifi'ed <&ati(>h hfi occupies* m the church.* 
**^N.çar tïtn yoii ice Valverda, a zealous mi- 
** iiifter of the altar: he it is who is to aft in 

' ■;- ;••••'•' •;;7^» • ''^-^ ■• -^\ .' " «the 

** According ^q Au^^vAlno Zarato, Almagro fva^ a natural te 
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♦* the chatader of an interpreter of Heaven, 
♦• an Inûmmetif'of the Faith, an A'poftle of 
^* t!èe' Truth among tticfe idotlitroQS-hatixni^. 
'• Thft warrior i$ Salcedo^ a^ valltot youn^ 
^* nobleman ; to hb hand the ftahdar d-of Caftile 
•• Î5, entroftcd; be* i» tbeman wbofc ûep» we 
*• ^re tafollQw içk the>path.of viftory.- Yp^ 
** fee* in .{îfiîstan ab)f aude^eperience^ f^^U 
" ;¥ho.is-vi0^1i jK:/tj^aintc4 with^t^efejfe^ ^iid 
*!^^b:;V^as.^he fii:f^w,hQ fp«i>4^^ jl^cp (uiv^çr 

|*.^hc, i4Urep^JBalbcx^,.7 :ij^?.."!^'^4'i'^^^?^ 
with.fimilar encojiujunv, Perj^Uo, Kibeii, J^ 

loza» Al^on^Caixdia; Qri^n, Sa]anK);) » and the 

feft pif tUe.c^flipapy jtlj^'rfqod around hjrp. r. 

: ^^AhHizo rprefenseditkkiitt eucatliê.Caftiliîanâ 
hie .had brâug1i$r'w$.U»i.hpmi; the?y:QOOgVà[nd 
beautiful MendJ)^ tlH^fjilkAli^aWf tb^fiere* 
Pennata \felaf(^ae^, in whqle couf^t^]>^n«e 
loftinefs' wore ' a fteàdîerToFrtii^he niaé'paiiî-. 
niouô Miofcofô: uiid Nloralei; deftîned to be 
the firft to perlfb'at'the lantling. "Hl-f»tcd 
man r more tiiati m^Vtai éau^agç fparkled in 
thyiéyes. ^ •'.'-.• .y ' -î- ^ -. 1 ^. ~* ..-* 

, As .tq I^2^;^rro^ {tfoft flf tbpfe:ya!p.ng adyen^ 
tur€i?r;w^rè already :«kn«wi^,i|a,hiiD> in foçvc 
nxeaAire^ .çitU^ç by. thcif i^^vip repi^taitiony. or 
by that of tlveif di^ceftois. He gave them all 
to underûand, how proud he vvas^of the honor 
of having tbeih •mvde?* X\ir command. ' At 
le'ngth hh- ëye^ fiied'-'thcmWver upon the 
Fjt humble 
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bumblr Ançboritet whom he obfervrd {land- 
ing by Moi\^6\ûdi. •• h,ihi^%o0ii fa|th«r,^.^ 
Cays he,. *♦ anoUM5r^M<>ff«"g^r. of t^Q RaWn 
«* whofc pbiM a^ca), t^as engaged hipjoi$iV0tir 
"** us withhiscoinpaHy?'"/ : « . . .:.' « '• 

At the name of Las-Cafas, at thé name of 
that champion of Rclieibnand Humanhv^ 
.wbom Spain had honored with-the title of Prd- 
leftor of the Indies, Pizarro felt iîîrftféif pene- 
trated with a rcfpcafut awe. He fell at his 
ieet with that air ofjvetièrlitlbrt, ajs iF if had 
been to Virtue hcrfcYfilé had been doing hd^ 
mage. "Is it you then;'* fays he;*«^n^^^ 
•• nerablc father r is ït yo" who are éom^* to 
V ibarc and facing à.bleiilngon.crpplaboi[hrs ! 
*^ Wbatanearheftisthifiôif the fâvovnf oFPro^î^ 
^ dencél how Ba^etibga ptefdge of foêcef&P^ 

«« y^^Ijpnt f nd gepçrquslPixarrp,* anfw'efed 
the Anchorite/ *' ihe only fure evidence of 
" tbc favour of Heaven^ is what ^.good man 
" finds in his Qwa heart. : Be it your part t<j 
.V defervcit by your virtue : and envy nat the ^ 
.** wicked thofe fucceffes which Heaven pu- 
,*« hiftes wîiViti wrath.* TThr^lory of huma- 
.♦• nity, mercy tfndbcrieficeritré,' yoè will firid 
•< a pure one; and the brighter in that you 
^•^iir have fo few to rival you." ' 

y The v^^l lay waiiting..fqr a wind: vows 
were, offf redjVP, tp qbjtain one, ,The moft au* 
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gutt of our myftcrîçs was cclcbraUd 9» the 
quartcr-deck^ by tbiat fame Fernando dc Lii^ 
qucz, who was concerned with Alm^gro in the 
riik of the undertaking, and was to have his 
ftare with him in the plunder. .... E^crable 
fupefftition! This^facsilcgiôuçPrîeft, ço^ve 
the fanftion of the altar lo his fordid intçi:ejftj, 
fufpended the divine facrificc joft at.tUe jip<^ 
ment of co^vfammation ; then holding iix his 
hands the pure celeûial viôim^ he turi>edj^c>- 
wards the congregation; Upon his bai4:aud 
wrinkled front, deep tompt, fat ihe fcmWanac 
of aufterity: he lifted up the hairy tufts Uiat 
jhrowded his haggard eyes, and with a voice. 
like that in which the oracles of Faganifm 
were wont to be delivered .from under t4ie 
hollow altars, •* Come," fays he, ♦• Pizarro, 
•* and you AFmagro, come and feal- with the 
** blood of our God, our holy and ittuftnous 
"alliance." Then breaking the. Hbft into 
three parts*, he refcrved one to himfelf î arrd 
giving the other two parts, one to each of his 
mute and trcmMing aflbciates, "T'hua," fays 
be, •* be the fpofls of the Indians divided*"" 
Such was their mutual oath*: fuch was^tKe 
facrilegîouscompaô dîôated by rapacity. Las- 
Cdfas fhuddered at the fight. 

F 4 The 

* TMs incicfent is taken from Hiftory. '' Pieliarono THoflia 
*' comacnKa del fautif fimo facramoMo, gtoraado di. non toniper . 
'^ mai la fede.*' Bentiomi, I. iii. — They took the confecrated hoft 
of the moft holy facrameht^ fvireartng never to break the faith 
•ttiey had been plighting. 
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* ThjeTamc day tlièy held a cotinctl: a!ul 
iimè Pizarro laid bcf(Are*hî$fcllov*r.arfvcnturers 
'ijini account of his plan, his means, his inea'- 
furèsV and his tefourcesi Fefnaifdb de Lù'^ 
qùczi^ho had uiidcftakch the btffinefs of 
fop^Ales for the expediUbn^'was to ftay at 
Panama, while AIniagrcv was to go back.wards 
aPiUl forwards between the port in the IftU- 
fnuSf and whatever coaft they'landed on, in 
QiJkt to'convéy Whatever fuccours might bé 
wanted. Nothing had been negleâed; aiid 
the ^udence of Ptearrd, by pointing out, and 
providing againft all bbftacles, feeméd iiv a 
manner to have removed- them : fuch was the 
unanimous commendation beftowed on him 
by the Council, 

But Las-Cafas^ who faw, that according to 
this plan the Indians were to be yaffals, or 
inore properly ftaves to the Spaniards, aivi 
doomed to the icvereft dtudgeries, could iiot 

^difTernble liis concern. He afked leave to 
fpeak ; they turned to hear him : whereupon, 

'With an expre;fiiye fadnçfs In his cquutenance, 
•*,I underftand," fays he, ** that the plan is 

. •* to diftribute the Indtam in lots like fo many 
•* herds of cattle. This is juft what was done 
•/ in the Iflands { and the Iflands are now be- 
*'CQme fo many frightful dcfarts. Millions 
*•. of.. wretches have pcriihed under the yoke. 
*\I befeech you then to anfwer nic. Di^ you 

*• meatt 
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** mew to;felfewtb»t«xa|iipl«> ^M.^Jty^r 
** ill tentioa t^ make tUfe £ame defttn&io» 
** aaio3g the n9tH>4^ you are now abom:C0 

Ç.YCfj ewe .w^ riç^aily whlV.)iis afTurancejjk 
that't|iey^;^I^Quid bq.;fjjyouxality-déaït with., 
•-* T^re«ç.jr $ût^i>e wiy llicn' ^o make fure of 
**it/* contiqued 'the. Anichontc-p ** and that 
•* is net to ip§ivc it In the power of any one to 
*' opprefs; xhftni. . Let thtm be fubjeaa, but 
" fr^efobjeôjL, ;}-»et tj^em hate the Tame King, 
'* the fame X^\ir,.and,.iet las hope/ the fame 
" God tjia^, we Jiayç ; hat let them he for ever 
*f exempt from. every othe/ dependence: it is 
" what they fcave a right toi Î claim it for 
*^ them, m the name of Nature, and ia the 
•* facti of Heavch r.i . . 

. .^ Virtuowfl ^aa-Csifas'^ anfsyercd Pjiarro, 
*>.yQyr \yi(h(ç^jjre çQijjUeripart^ to mine To 
*' gain new worfbippers to V\y God, new fub- 
** )cSt% to my King;; to f»bjeft the Savages to 
'^ a fXMlderatc; %c]^no;«r1e^ment ; to eûablifh 
*• bfAweçu. t^cm and Spain ,a.commçree that 
'f.ihall be.oolef» oie/ai to tbem, than profit-^ 
•* aMe to;bWi.^lvi§*.{i^ w4xft i^pjopofe ; God 
*' grank: I:iHay.>,e aj^e ta^coippaft it without 
•SjcyiiiftiaitttYQ(r^;\îi{^e,ç^£l'/^.jyj7:" JH^'^ what 
**Ytxiiiwamfh i-'U-e^gf^eiofâ^/'^ replied Làs^ 
^éSsL%iin(k\yi. V ButleUk^be aifared, Pizarroj^ 
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.*' rtiâr if thcfc people pr^ve^traeKaWe; If they 
«•♦ fbbinlt to equirabie'condittoi^s, if rhey are 
• ready to Men to înftr»«iotl> lb«y ikatt ht 
"free as we arc; that their lives, their -for- 
•* tunes, their, repofe, (hall be proteâed by 
*^yourartns;' that decency, <Haftity, helplefs 
^ innocence, rfiirt find in you a proteétar and 
" defender. "-1" 1 40 gromifc yoii.;'^« That 
«* you will never fuffér thetn to be torn frotn 
** tlieir abodes, or condemned to drudgery ; or 
** that any thing be exaAed from them by me- 
** naces or correoion,; beyond the tribute you 
** yourfclvcs impofe.** — ^••'Such is my refo- 
** lution.'*— ^** Well then fiH^earas much by 
** the God you have juft received, and let all 
*' thefe friends fwear with you.'* 

At this difcourfc a confufed murmur fpread 
îtfclf thro' the company ; and Fernando dc Lu- 
quez taking up the difcoùrfe; " What! '^ fays he 
to 'Las-Cafas, *' fwear to God to deal favora- 
*'« bly with a race bif barbarians, whb Waf-* 
*• pheme him, who burn in the face of idols' 
*• that incenfc which to him alone i^due?' 
♦* Let us fwear rather to extermin«kte them," 
*• if, prefuming to ftknd up in drfertceof tiiçif 
*' abominable temples, they reftife to woffliip 
** the God we p'reacH to thënri.r America be- 
<• longs to. usVby. the fame title Tby^whkhiCai* 
« naah belonged tb tlic Hebreirfs^ the right of 
" the AVord, which thef Jiiad oxéï tho i^olâtcéAis^ 
* •• •* Amalekite, 
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/* Âmalekite*, we bave over thefe infidels; 
** who are ftillmorc blinded, more brutalized 
•* by their execf^le errors* They complaiin 
'* forfooch» that we are too rigid to them ; but 
*• they tbenf>relves, are tbey raore' indnlgf nC 
.*' to their captives f Upon altars that ftroam 
/^ with blood they tear out their entrails ; they 
/^ back and mangle the ftill palpitating flelh ; 
•* they devour it, the: barbarous wretches, they 
** devour it, converting their own ûomachs 
'* into livinfe feptikhres. Thefe arethe peor 
•• pie we hear fo warmly pleaded for } I£ they 
•« are afraid of correâion, let them ceafe then 
^^ to ferret e from us that ^Id which isfo ufe- 
*^ ltf$ in thei^ kands^ and which has already 
*' cod u» fo muck fatigue and danger. What i 
.'< have you croiled the feas, have you^rxpofed 
'< yourfelveS' lb iloriliSi haire yoi» vilîtcd this 
** unhappy world through fuch » crowd of 
/* dangers, fér no- other purpofe tban:toaban- 
*• clon the oftly fruit of your labouit,. to- re- 
** turn empty-harkle4^ and bring back to Spain 
** nothing but poverty and fkamef Gold is a 
V gift of nature ; ufelefi to the people, to'ui 
•*it is neceffirryJ Tis to- us thefi that it bei 
•• longs; and the malmous obflinacy witti 
"which they hide and bury it,^ is of itfelf 
** guilt enough to juillfy our feventiès. As t6 

' ' • • •'''.!* the 

'^ This i« a coi^pfrilbn tint has beeif macfe by, ri>t Nf imonary 
Gumilla, as well as by » multitude of other fanatics. S/i hit 
Bifi^j $fft* Ortowh,, 
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•* the flavery they are made to undergo, it is 
•** but a juft peoanc^. for tbe crimen in which a 
*^ bloody and impious worlbip may have in* 
^f' iolved them. As to any itKpnyeni^ilce they 
>*niay undergo in the couf fe of tliislife» it 
^^"were well for them, Jf that were all the pu* 
** nifhiTient their impiety demanded^ Their 
'^iins have merited a fur worfe darknefs than 
*' that of thofe gloomy prifons ; and ^ovided 
** they die penitent and refignedi they, .will one 
'^day blefs thel/ands that have ioiided them 
•«witti chains.*' 

Tbus^fpoke Fernando, de Luqueai* . Las* 
Cafasi, who, with an eye fixed with horror, 
regarded h^m as he fpoke, replied to him in 
thefe terms. ** Minifter of a God of Pqace^ 
^*.jyo«r. lifM on which that, God but now re- 
^* pofed, did they really and truly utter what 
*^ I .have been, hearing? Did bp, from the 
*• hc'^bt of th4t tree which he watered with his 
Ml)!oQd, and on whiçjh at the tixpe he. was of» 
f **fering himfelf up.a facriiice for all mankind, 
V his expiring lips implored forgivenefs for bis 
^^ enemies— —did b.o fro^ thefummit of that 
if çrofs did^te to you. that language ? You, 
!♦ a Cbriftian* talk:of exterqiinating a people 
f;who (Could nc^v^rr^^aye given youtjhieleaft 
** imaginable oflFence ! ' Had they even injured 
•^ you, fay, whether your religion would not 
*' Wve bid you love ^bcni? Is it for you to 

«•.comparp: 



^compsire yoiirfelvcs' 10- tiMi JE^ebr^ws» and 
** tbeie people to the Amakkit^? Ceafe,ce»fe 
** alicdging tthefe examples» whkb bave been 
*' already but too much abufed 1 Know that 
*' if God» m his wUdoiOy has ever derogated 
" from the facved laws of nature, he Jias ex^ 
*^ pcf&Iy fpol^en to us; he ba&iflufd a formal 
V antiienUc command» inveftcd witli all the 
** folcnwty that aa e.]fpreifion of his will re*- 
*^ quires, in ordet* to ûbUge man to pl)ey bin 
**' in preference to .the voice of his own heart» 
<* Think hot that t()is command ought not to 
'* be extended beyond; the. precife bounds 
** within* which he has himfclf confined lu 
" Has it been; fulfilled? The law which î| 
*^ had fqfpended, refumps then its.everlaft^ 
<' courfe. To. the Ifraelltes, God» it is true» 
"did fpeak: but to.you.be. has nevex fpokçn» 
<* Keep ^you then to that law whrch he^as 
" givfn to all mankind:- Iffve.mef and love ^u^ 
^* neighbour as yow/iifir this is his law» f'(^n>.i|nT 
«« do^. J)o you find here your chains»; ypiu 
^* tortures, and your fires? \ ,. ,^, », 

^ The crueltîci§ which the Indians * have 
•• pràftîféd one upon another; arc cettairtljir 
«* by hd%eans to be jdftified: tut were they 
«• ftill more inexcnfable, is'if for^fotitotmititc 
" them ? It IS their misfoVttinc^» ^hs l*fft W* 
" lieve in Gods whom they fuppofe to del%ht 
•♦ in blood. If inftead of ;he tyger they faw 

«• upoii 
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<« Qpoa thëii^ àltafè thé lamb without fpot» Kkè 
<< the lamb^bey woold be gentle. And whicTi 
« of lis is rt that can (ay^ that if he bad drank 
*«* in the fame errors with his mother's miik, 
*^ the example of his fattier^ and the laws of 
•* his country would not hswre held his reafon 
*• captive under the fame yoke ^ Let us lament^ 
** then, infteâd of condemning thofe viAlnis 
"of prejudice, thefe flavfes of cuftom. Mean 
*• time, if their dîfpofitîon be any where what 
" you have defcribed it, 1 fliovld be glad to 
*• know if h be every where the fame : anrf 
*• what it was that the people of Hifpaniora 
•* and Cuba had done amifs. What, I pray, 
" could be more quiet, more meek, more in- 
•* nocent than thofe people ? Their whole 
•• liyes were as harmlefs as the infancy of other 
** men ! they had iiot fo much as an arrow to 
** flioot birds with/ Did thofe poor creatures 
•* find any protcftion in their innocence ? 'Tis 
" in thofe countries that 1 have feen ruffians 
^ without a motive, and without remorfe^ 
** maflacreing young children, aflaffinating old 

V m^n, ripping u^ womei^ with child, ^d 

** tearing their fruit out of their wombs , 

*• O Holy Religion Î are thefe. thy minifters [ 
f* O Qqd pi nature,, are ihefe,. then thy aveu- 

V g^iTS ? I To itnmure ^hoie nations <^live i(i 
** ^oomy caverns, there to periifh vnt^ hunger 
** and fatigue ; all this oniy to heap up richer 
. ■ ' *• upon 
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Tupotv r!tlyes,-tc> fill youc coffers with, i»iidr 
** todiflbminale thro' the world aU ihofe vices* 
*^ tliiit are the offspring of la^efs»; luxury' 
*^ and prrde !<**->^-^0 Fernando» is this the pe*»- 
^ nknce yoii are for impoli ng on théfe people ^ 
<* Take off that hypoentical lûaflcvi^bich pinéh- 
*>cfiyoii, withbùi deceiving .usl: Yes, yen do* 
>V Servie a God t ^t it tttbci God of avarice;* 
** *Tis be who» -through y oiu& mouth» has no W' 
** been offering infults to hujxiàn nature ; feek- 
*• ing to Tender Heaven.an inûrtiment of his* 
** fury » and ah accomplice in his guilt/' 

FciT^ando» who all tbetiine of thi$ difcourfe. 
had. been tremblji}g with rage, and turning 
fometimes to Las-Ca(as, fometimes to the com'*, 
pany, with eyes- that fparkled with. indignatu. 
on, was now rifling to reply.to bioif Pizarrq. 
ftopt him. . fiuç Yaly erd^ took up thedîfçourfe, 
and fpakc in ^ conciliating ftitc. . ^^This |n^n,. 
the J)\ackA^ diffemb.îçrthat for thé^^^^^ 
of. the , New! Wprld §pai.i> had ever pro'Juced,. 
harbouriii ^g ^bis heart all kinds of villainy :. 
but he k^pt them, clofç ; and the inafkof by- . 
pocrifyr. wlycU. be, ncvçr q^uitlcjd^ vi^^ fnch.as 
ii^pgfed on every eye. 

*« Las-rÇafas,'' fa^s^be, f* jSct.us on this o^- 
1* caiion. ^ pay^ jnô^. r(&ga.r4 . $4 âioy rthing biit t4ie.., 
«''înte^c'jftj; if <j«d himfelf : fprnftHi is before'; 
•* him as.fifrthing. 'l'hçfe people are'.his erie-*. 
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<* mies, and émlsAingly l>{s'ene#î^s if Xi)fy> 
*> die in idélatry.r yau yoor&U\caan6l{.dê|k]r» 
Mit.. Haw tkentcan tUe man, whojo^inc^-*. 
*^ row will be th&.objrAof,Xxâd>Mfat)i^.jbft* 
« to-day the: lifcicil. 4>f, lny\siffiB^iai>^ Ufit* 
«•«thek^ ibêcQrtri&:(i;hrîftMi% rand, tfeq^ C/^^i^y- 
M will unité tbcnijtâitt» .'Ï^ÎU.Itj^ 
M dàcy 4to' exolàd»' théol fMïn tl3^ m^Kx^r pf« 
*^ oar&ieod^.^^eirenatGodexdudf^^l^fi^^iKyin' 
*^ thé^ QQmber of his children* Qbgmpioos aft- 
** we are of tbe Faith, and enemies to Infidels^ 
*' and' PagariSy that is the titi&byliwbich this 
** new-found World belongs to us» The So- 
"vereigii Ptfntiff fitis made a divlfiôtt <>f it, 
«' accorclinç to the fiill power that is given him' 
"by thef Moft High*'. Meantime, whatever- 
*' be the 'richcis which theïe Indians pVofane, 
•*'\yhàtéyçf*l?e the abufc Ibcy make of them, 
* "' ftrtpping tlieirtcmpïe^j 

their' îd6h, of thofc trèa- 
dt'them tba better Ufe/ 
** it is noWTh^t We ifiould èonfider-: thcfe are 
•♦ triflitig ; objeas for a Chriftian*> attend toJ 
•* Let*\us rather difeurd all thought of thofc- 
«• périfliâbl'é pbfîiffionsr let our concern be, 

•••^' -^ "•■ '■ ^abdiit 

^ .t'^^^S ¥*?*• 9f.*^« ^"^* F«P ** Of our mere Kberallty, and 
/?« k« the isMlKââfM. A^ A.iml.rfi.#» n^^ . «^ ». .f^ .k ?!•. «.' 





•» mtu«Mi».. . Autoritate omnipocentis Dtri, nobis in beato Peiio 
** «onceffâ . ., . «tonamut concedimus ft aiB$iiam«»^*^' 



T H E I N C A 1 U3 

*^ abott thé falvali.on qf their fook. The 
" qnicftionjs, whether wclhall faye, or.fyffe^ 
•* to pjçriflî, th€ fouU of (o many çriîlHoas of 
^ our; fellpw-cireatures? Which ,wouW you 
" have us do ? Save them or abandon then^ tp 
** pierdition ? Anxioi^s as I am to fave thetx\, 
*' God forbid 1 Ihould be for preferring violent 
** tp gentle methods. Ido believe that in the 
•* iflands we went too far; we were not atten- 
" tive enough to moc|erâte tïie firft traafports 
" pf ouir zeal ; and If there really i^ ah aificir 
*' way of keeping them to their duty than by 
" fcrvitudc, which is what after all they wobld 
** be better for, 1 could Wilh,' as well as ydu, 
*« that we might con'defcend to try it. BJi, 
'«if, after all, we fliould "fiTid ourfelvcàoWiged 
** cith'er to lay theft tebeHious ffSrlta undtr a 
*^ happy neceffity of taking* upon them thte 
** yoke 6f Faith, or abandon them altogeliher, 
" would it be better to sibandon- them, Chaa 
'• by who'lefome' ftvefities to compals their 
"falvation? This it what, for my part,"I 
** canntit bring myfelf to think. Let us wait 
^* till'Ciroumftahces a^o^d U9 fuch lights as 
** may ferve to gbvetn our deliberations; not 
•* giving up the right we have from above of 
*' commanding and compelling them to come 
'^ in, but with a firm refolution never to abafis 
'* it. This^ according to my notion, is tb^ 
** conduct which zeal, in concert with hunia- 
** nity, didtates to the Chriftian Hero,'* 

The 
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The middle way thus propofed by Valverda, 

inct with the approbation of the aiTembly. 

Bttt Las-Cafas faw him through, and knew 

him f6r an hypocriticaland defigning knarel 

** Of 2(11 the fupcrftitions there î*re in the 

*« world/* faid the Anchorrte, " the moft pcr- 

** nicrous is that which holcls up to a man the 

I •* perfuafion, that all thofe who arc not of 

I *' his belief are enemies to the Atmighty. It 

" ftifles in men'"s hearts every fentimcnt of 

•^•humanity; and Valverda* is fo far in the 

** right: for how can a man feel any love for 

*• men whom he fuppofes to be everlafting 

*< objects of the hatred and vengeance of hi^ 

«< Qod ?.. Hence the barbarous coatenipt qot 

.<V people have conceived for the In4ianSy and 

.^fthe Tavagc delight they have fo. of ten taken 

V m opprefling them. Ah Î far from us, be 

*< the. impious thought» that God, while mai^ 

^* breathes, can hat^ him for a moment. 

** Thefe Indians are the wotks of his bands, 

/* as w^ll as yon: be loves his works: he has 

** made them to be happy. Unchangeable as 

** he is, his will cannot be different now from 

^* what ft was when he created them: and 

** infinite as^ he is in power as in goodnefs, he 

^* has a thoufand ways, to us unknown, of 

** gathering his Iheep into the fold. 

"It 
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• •'^ Tt is not true» thpu, that the fratcrnaltîc 
^^th^t binds^^^iis to our fellow-creatures has 
•• been ever brol^en : charity, equality, the 
y natural and Tacred right of liberty» all fub- 
** (jft: and, throughout the w^holc furface of 
** the globe, Faith, harmonizing with Nature, 
•* ofFers to a Chrîïlian eye nothing but'friehds 
"and brethren. Bi^t fay you, if, after alfj 
" flavery Ihould be the only means of rctain- 
•* ihg the Indians under the yoke of Faith ', . . 
**Jtift Heaven ! llavery, the fliamc ané fcan^ 
" dal'6f religion ; flavery,- the only means oT 
••• tceping men Heady in her fei-vice !• Alas Î 
'*Nb; *tis that which drlhon^ours her, wbicfi 
f* makes het odious, and^whleh would deftroy 
V htty H it were: ini the potrer io^ Hell 'to do 
•* fo; [ Slavery, lii Whatever Hation'itli'ds bëcA 
y* ^ftaVîîAed, has bifen always cruel : with us 
•* It 1i* ahogether hoVrible.* You know it fs. 
" Yoti hâve feen the fon torn from bis father', 
** the wife from" her hufband, the mother from 
"'hér children. You have feen whble com- 
^* panics of' men tbrdwh togjctherinto a fhrp*s 
** hold, chained down,' sfnd crammed in one 
^* Upon another,^ iialf-petiflied Vtith hunger; 
y you'îiavè feen them,' when they have been 
«^ taken out of that horrible graved pale, 
«* ehiaCiated, enfeebled as they were, you have 
*' feen them, I fay, condetiined that inttant 
^* to the mod heart-breaking drudgeries. And 

" this 
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••.this, fprfooth, is. the only v(zj of raying 
" fouls !-r-Now I Would af|:, have any^oth^^ 
•• jncans been fo much as tlioueht of? H4v.ç 
*^ any pains whatever been takch t/o ïnftrii(]i 
.** them ?' Nay». is there Co much as the ;lea}) 
^••.wifli-that tiiey fliouid bei^lft^uaed? Kp,; 
*** the^wifb is,.. that they may jivç and die Itk^ 
*• fojnxapy brute heafts.* To bring them pv^r 
" by perfjLiafion^ Ibe pply wf^^r is to.live dl^hng 
** with, th^oi^ c;o. bear wiih.jtheir iadocil^ty,jU> 
/• fgip^iç^ihdr afFcuioos. by gentie; ,'trçfiti?[)Mi|^ 
**- ta. allure the;», by confidence, «od tC) fifhr 
*• dift theitt by generpCty.. .Naargunaçnt 6» 

V fifficaclou^^s .that oC example i nor can Rçr 
'^^îgîon.pycr harç fo powcrjful an advocgt«5 ^ 
•> yirfttiî^ ?? v^çtupus, be i?pnght* ^ij^d^ou^tl 
" b^ hearjl*., i.thint J am myfçlf, ^pt lUfCr 
V' <}!aa}pte)d ;y»lh thisfleiw World ^^bWif ^y^att 
*' tlii^kotlijcrwifc, aflfj^y body elfc tljjit^bag 

V e^e? carried the torch, o^ Faith j[i>tpj^fç 
•• dqfplate régions. . Thcy^wilkteH you, hpvr 

t ** âbfofute an empire is. to 'be gained cvçr ihç 
*^. minds çÇtbe Ind-ians, hy tcafon» equity, h^ 

^ **neficence and beart-confoUng truth. Thc^y 
** will tell you, whether there ever were .^ 
** people, lefs. tenacious qf their opinion^ 
*' more willing to be iriftrufted, naorê eafv: tp 
*' con\ûnce. The cafe was, that at the rcry 
** tim<^ a merciful and g.racious God was prcach- 
^* ing"* tQ, t*hçm> they faw themfelyes aiïailecj 
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" by ^. fvrarm of perfidious plunderers^ who, 
<^ in the name of the fame God, fiript then» 
** of their, all, threwr them into chains, and 
^.' worried them by an inceâ^nt train of out^ 
*.* ragça. 'iTbiis çircumftancçd, is it to be Wîon- 
V;4cred at,. if tliey acçufed of' knavery and 
*r^^q;vppftore t^ipfc whc^ preached 9p th^ n)ild« 
*J^i^ii jpf hi? lawsj"' rWlwt l^ip telling you 
*'" of'I |iavc. fcep,p^yc8, thefe verj eye&hayo 
** feen it. The calumnies that are thrown out 
•' agaii^ thçfe. poorpeople, will not go down 

y y:BM\.^pYf\l}ej^y^ii.(x^ pbitiii^e 'and wed- 
V. dc^:$o,^ieiT.^j?rw*» -^$|th?i,t,a,r^c^foiiffoPjCiieat- 
•;* ingcl^ertti };kf Ûrvftçpî-rr-Putvtiie.ngours of 
^\ fl^very:are to be relaxed^ it.isfaid, in their 
*Vfavor . . . • Yes: this has been i^rpinifed a 
*,'*hunf4rcd. an4:.a hundred tîipes: but wkh 
y,;w^%t.frjuif[? ji Ifiiv.^feenrFet^ift^nd afFcâed^ 

*' Xii^tnefi,.,t^9Xp^%^4f S?)^^^^^ fljojcked at 
<^ tliet 'account i. gaye thp^m. of the jçrvelties 
•' praftifôd op tJ^efc poor peppje. They havo 
*/ ticifd to «èaifdy the mÛchîef : but with all 
*i itfjejii: power tiiey have tjricd in vain. When i 
?• î!?.^!,^*'^^'*^^ r®^ tyranny Iji^aSi . oncç tgpt |tho 
*/ prçy wjrhin hi^ uppe, he will, gorge him* 
*X^elf;;.nothin|; can make Wax quit hts hold. 
^« No, my friends, there is nio middle way > 
*^ we rauft either renounce tlic name of men^ 
., *^ abjure 
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" abjare the name of Chriftians,"^ or debar 
•* oiirfelves for ever of the right of making 
" flaves. That fhameful ftatc of degradation 
" in which the ftronger holds the weaker, is 
" ihockingto humanity-, btit, above bU things, 
** moft abominable in the eyes of religion.' 
" Brotker^ thou art myJlaVCy is an abfurdity in' 
^ the modth of any man; bat it is' perjury 
« and blafphcmy in tliat of a Chriftian. 

** And under what title is it, I would be 
*« glad to know, that the ra^c trf Opprcffion 
^•ftielters itfelf? ChanXyons of the Faith f 
" Faith demands of m nbôtHcf hearts than 
«what are fn'bdued^By rcàrt>^ ^What has 
•* Faith in Common with ouY avarice, and 
^' otir rapine? TheOôdW ftrvc, ishc a God 
^' that thh^leth after ^old? • ÂPojre, you fay, 
^iias divided ^t the Tndles ! But WeVe thé In- 
*' dies his to give? 'Had he-hiitifclf tHA right 
^* which men Uy cliiitt^to'iti lits haniW What- 
•« evef ♦?îg7it lie may'bavé'RatJ fo^tve the in- 
^ habitants of t|iîs wbt13 in charge to f lirch as 
« will make it their bufuief&to inftrtaft them^ 
*' he can have none to deliver thein ever as a 
*^îiréy to men whôfep'ttVy /view is plunder* 
TS' ^^.cot^Wbaye'-IArf-no fuch Views. 
' 'His grant : was "nicarit, lioi for cut-throats, 
*' but for Apoftte^^ ^' ^ e'^biij :. /. : , 
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f^ If the Indies rben are yours, it is onl^ 
" by right of conqueft : and this right» a ty- 
*^ rannical one at beft, the happinefs only of 
•* the conquered, if any thing, can legitimate. 
^ No, Pizarro, it is only by demency and 
<<^oodnef$ that it can be rendered juft: and 
** it is from the ufe you make of viâory, that 
*< you will merit the character either of a 
** ruffian by yo«r fury, or of a hero by your 
"beireficenrce. Ah"! truil me, never wait for 
'* the moment of licence and confufion to 
*» apply a curb to vidory. Devote this day, 
** as you ferm to liave intended, to holy refo- 
** lotions. All thefc warriors, difpo&d as yp« 
*« are to Rftcn to the voice «of nature^ will he 
** eager to follow your example. They arc 
** young, they are yet open to impreffion ; nor 
**has corruption taken poffelfion of their heartsi 
^« I have but lately had a pwoof of it; nay, 
*« if I miftake not, they are even now touched 
«« by the reprcfentation of tlie calantities { 
« have been painting' to you. I conjure you 
"in the name of Rcligioii, in the namt; of 
" your country, and of human nature, en-* 
•< gage them to bind thcmfelves with y^u, 
" and that by oatii, to fparc fuch of the In^ 
** dians as IhaU ftibmit to you, to refpc^ 
"their propertiesr, their liberties, and their 
*« lives. *Tis a -facredtic, which p^irhapsypu 
*' will have need of, to guard you from pUngf 
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<**iiig into the greateft crimes: it will be, at 

V leaift, a pledge of that peace which, in the 
•* name of the Indians» I their friend, or (may 
«.« I flUc myfelf ?) their Father, by thefe tears^ 

V and oa thefe knees, implore for them at 
*.* your hands/' At thefe words he threw him- 
♦*. felf at Ptzarro^s feet. 

** And 1, for. my part,'* cried Fernando» 
*< proteft againft an aô fo difhonorable. So 
^:wondrous a folicitude aqd precaution is a 
*,* proof how indifferent «aix opinion is enter* 
«^ tatned of us. The man whq is ûeady in his 
^« duty«'caa at all times finfw;er for hinifelf» 
f^ and needs not oathsi to ^"^ckle him/' 

" To cement an engagement of intereft,'* 
telplicd Las-Cafas. mildly, ** tlie moft awful 
^* of all facraments has been prefcribed and 
♦• adittiftiilered by yojarfclf : and yet, to guard 
^' whole fvatiom againft deftruâioi), the cau- 
^^ tionf of a iiaiple oatli.is thought unneceiTury 
'•« and^difl4<morablc.^' ., 

* Fernando felt himfelf confounded, and that 
made him the* more enraged. He broke out 
into tlie ttloft outrageous îuye^iyçs againft the 
Prote^orof the Indies.; accuf^d. him of treach- 
èry.to.hi$ King, his camttypjm^ even his God ; 
leaded him vrith the moftapprobripus epithets; 
lUiUèil him an informer, and a partizan of im- 
piety. 
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piety^. Pizarro» to whom this perverfe and 
violent man was too neceiTary to be parted 
with, faw that the moment was come, when, 
if all poffible care were not taken to prevent 
it, he muft irrecoverably lofe him. His £rft 
endeavour, therefore, wasto foften^him, and 
bring him to a better temper ; thcnaddreffing 
himfelf to Las-Cafas, he faid to him with an 
air of refpeây that his zeal was fuch as me* 
TÎted the glory he had gaineVl by it: that.his 
paternal councils and maxims ihould be al* 
ways prefent to his mind : that he would be 
governed by theiti asniuch as was in his pow* 
er I but that, for his part, lie was inhopes his 
word might be a fufficient pledge. 

The Anchorite, in a fit of confternatioii, 
retired with Alonzo. ** You fee," fays he, 
** my friend, that my zeal is of no ufe here. 
*' I told you how it would be* This trial fa* 
** tisfies me : prefs me now no more. I think 
'' I underftand Pizarro's charaéter: he would 
<* be a man of probity and moderation himfelf, 
^^ if others would be fo too. But he is bent 
*' upon carrying his project through, and his 
** ambition will make his good difpofitions 
" give way to circumftances. I will not pro- 
** pofe your leaving him : that would only.be 
** diminifhing the number, and weakening tMe 
caufe of honeft men. But as for me, whole 
prefence is already troubleibme to him» and 
Vol.. L G *«wiri 
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«< will foôn be odious, all that remains for 
^ me to do, is to go back again to my folitude. 
*< Adieu. If you find this conqueft turn into 
*^ a robbery, you have but to take counfcl of 
<*your own heart, it will always lead you 
** right. '^ 

Alonao, who befwrc this was far from being 
pleafed with what he had been a witnefs to, 
was particularly hurt at feeing Las-Cafas thus 
<lifmifled : and he himfelf would have taken 
liis Jeav« of them, if he had not thought him- 
felf too far engaged in honor to retreat. *' My 
*vfdend," fays he to Ws venerable compani- 
on, " I will Aay then if you will have it fo^ 
*< I will do by you as you did by me. But I 
« ihall watch Pizarro : I Ihall foon fee whe- 
." ther he keeps his promife to you: and if I 
" find 1 have the misfortune to he affociated 
^« with a gang of robbers, be afliired I ihali 
>• not be their companion long/' 



CHAP. XL 

I ^Ab-CASAS was reconduôed as far as 
^iTriver of Lizards. He there got on board 
an Indian' barque, Beii\g now alone and at 
^ his 
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his cafe with the Savages, he convcrfed whh 
them ; he cnjoyed the pleafare of receiving 
^ their àrtiefs careilès ; and made it his ftudy to 
give them confolation. 

^* Good Father/' faid one of them to him, 
I " wc know thou, loyeft us, and art forry for 
^< us. We know all thou haft done for us: wc 
** know what pains thou haft taken to per- 
** fuade our Mafters not to ufe us fo. Wilt 
** thou now let us go and make glad the hearts 
*< of our friends that live on yonder mountain Î 
** They know thait we have feen thee : Capana, 
•• the chief of our brethren there, would give 
" ten years of his life with all his heart to 
" have thee, were it but for a moment. Do 
** now come and fee him. The path that leads 
** to his retreat is rough indeed, narrow, with 
«« every now and then a gully or a precipice 
" in the way ; but thou Ihalt ride in à chair 
'* of wicker-work, and we'll take it by turns 
** to carry thee.*' 

At thefc words two ftreams of tears gufhed 
down the good Father's cheeks : and fo many 
voyages as he had taken from the one world 
to the other, fo'many toils and fufFerings as 
he had undergone, all, all was paid for. 

« What," fays he, •• upon tlic Ifthmus ! 

•** What, near where we arc, are there ftill 

G a •• any 
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«'any Indians that arc ftcel Ah! but are 
** tUey well -conceAled, and are you fare Da- 
^« Vila \vill not be able to find them outf^^ 
** Yes, yes, they are life erfough," faid tbc 
Savages^ ** it k only we that know the way 
V to them: and fee here, t^àthèr,''^ pointing 
to their lips, " hùfli is the word here. Poor 
^ Indians know how to die: they tell no talcs.** 

Las-Cafas made no ài&cmlty ^ granting 
their requeft. Therettpon;they hauled up the 
canoe into a creek: and taking their way thro* 
thick und;erwQod«, they plwigediato Ûie wilds. 

As they were paffing along a najrrow. defile 
between two hills, a roar was heaxd that made 
the forefts ring. The Indiana turned pale: 
their hair flood an end upon their heads. 
They perceived what it was: it was \be roar 
of a tygcr. They flood flill, and lifté ned; 
the fame roar came nearer and nearer. Upoa 
*hat, feeing that the danger was attheir elbow, 
and that the tygcr had got fcent^jf them and 
was coming to attack them, 4?hey drew clofe 
together, and ranged themfelires in a circle 
ïound'Las-Cafas. *' Let us get round thee,^ 
/aid they to him, ^* and don't thou be afraidi 
'*« he will take but one, and it won'^t be thee/* 
In effeS, up came the tyger thatînûant, and 
making but three bounds to ctofs the valley^ 
^ajSiejaed upoxx an Indian, and made off witk 
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hina into the woods, without Aackei\ing. hi» 
pace. Tbe pioos Anchorite, lifting, tip his 
hands to Heaven, gave a doleful Ibriek and 
dropt down to the ground, overcome with 
grief and confternation. Bat preferitly fccor. 
vering himfelf, and finding brmfelf in the 
midft of his faithful Indians, who were faufy 
in calling* back his fcattered fptrits: "Ah!. 
•* my frieiids,'* fays he, «* what a, fight is this !'' 
<• Nay, now, Father, never mind it," faid the 
poor creatures, <* this is nothing at all.''— 
** Nothing, fay you, good Heavens f wtiat, 
** do you call this nothing I''—** O no. Father^ 
** the tygprs are nothing to the Spaniardsv*^ — 
♦* O impious and inhuman race !** exclaimed 
the Anchorifc, *« whiit fbame does thisrefteft 
^* on you! And fo, 'in comparifon of yoU, 
** even tygers are not feared." 

At length, up rocks and down precipices, 
they come to the valley they were in queft of.. 
It lies encircled by a ring of mountains, which 
arc covered in foch a manner with forefts, that, 
4|hatever way they are viewed* tliey prefent 
no other appearance than that of an uniform 
and enormous mafs of woodland, without be-' 
trayîng any figns of the hollow they inclofe. " 

Pufhing on through the wood, fometimes 

walking, fometimes creeping upon all fours, 

at length they gained the fummitof the rooun- 

.G J iaiiw 
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tain. On a Taddcn Las-Cafas was firuck with 
the pTofpeft of a ridi valley ^ which pcrfeûly 
oncharited him with the delightful fertility of 
its appearance. In the middle of a plain a 
hamlet rifes to bis view ; and in the middle of 
the hamlet, the hut of the Cacique. At this 
fight the good Anchorite felt bis bowels yearn 
with teudcrnefs and compaffion. «' Ah ! my 
•• poor people," he cried» " Heaven grant that 
*<• your retreat may for ever reft concealed."- 

At the approach of the travellers, their 
comrades came running up to them, eager to 
hear what news it was they brought. ** Look 
•* here, here's our Father!" cried the new- 
comers in a kind of triumph, *' here he is; 
"'tis he, 'tis he, 'ti^Las-Cafas's owfn felf.V 
At hearing the name of Las-Cafas, nothing 
can exprefs the delight of thefe poor grateful 
creatures. Immediately all hands were dif- 
puting which ihould take him up, and carry 
him to the hut of the Cacique ; who, before 
he bad got there, had already iieard the news 
of his arrival. ^ 

Advancing a few fteps, and holding out his 
arms to embrace him, *• Come, my Father,^* 
fays the Chief, ** come and comfort thy poor 
•• children for the bard ufage they have fuf- 
*«fcrcd: Yes, that thou wilt: behold, tl>e 
«♦ fight of thee makes them forget it all.' . 

Las- 
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|L.a^Cafas all this tkne was enjoying the 
purefi delight that a heart of virtue and fen« 
ability is capable of. ** O my friends I'* faid 
he, embracing them one after another, ** if 
" you love me fo tenderly» me who never did 
** any thing for you, how would you have 
** loved a people who had taken a pride in 
" teaching you the ufeful arts of life ; iiv 
** giving you wife laws, good morals, and a 
** mode of worlhip fuch as is agreeable to the 
" Creator of the univerfe !"— ** Ah, Father," 
cried the Cacique, '* yes, we fbould indeed ! 
^ we ihould have woribipped fuch a people. 
** But what avails our regretting what cannoc 
" now take place ? No, let's be happy with 
" the comfort we have -got. The only good 
** kind man there is amongft them is come to 
'' vifit us. Come along. Father : let us think 
•' of nothing now but joy,'* 

He led them into his hut ; and what was 
Las-Cafas^SL furprife, when he faw upon an 
altar a kind of figure of cedar wood, in which 
traces fomewhat like his own were dtfcerna- 
ble. <*^ Look,** fays the Cacique, ** look, 
" Father I here art thou thy very felf. One 
** of our people who bad feen thee, and' who 
" from that time could think of .nothing eife, 
** has made this Kkenefs of thee. Wherever 
" we go, this goes too. We talk to it when- 
" ever we fct out upon arty undertaking; and 
G 4 " fi"^e 
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^ finee we bave liad it, eirery.thing has gone 
••well with us.'' 

Las-Cafas, who couki not help feeling at 
ir& an emotion of tendernefs and gratitude, 
chid himfelf for giving way to it ; and addreiT» 
ing himfelf to the Caciqnr with a mild but 
ierioxzs air; ♦* you muft down,*' fays lie,' 
*^ with thi$ figure ; a frail objeft like roe is no- 
** fk objeâ of fuch adoration." At thefe 
words he was going ta lay hands on the figure, 
in order to beat it to pieces» The Cacique 
ftruggled for it, as he wou^ld have ftruggled to'. 
favc his wife and children. "Ah, Petit alone, 
•* let it alone ! Why now, why now woutdft 
•* thou rob tis of it? When thou art gorte, itf 
*• will ferve to make us, and our children, 
** and our children's children, remember the 
•• only friend we ever had among the cruel' 
^* men that vex us,'* 

The whole people were in a (hort time got 
togetlier about the hut, eager to fee Las-Ca- 
fas. He fhew:ed himfelf, and the (ky rung 
agsfin with fhovits of tranfport : ** Here he is» 
** the good «man ! the kiixd, good man, here 
*' he is! He loves us, he pities us, he is our 
^' friend ; he is come to fee us ! Let him Hay 
'< with us, let the good man ftay with us, our 
" hearts and all we have got are his»'* 

« O God 
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** O G6d of n^ure 1'^ crted Las^^Cafas, m is 
*^ it poffible that beartjs (o true» fo tender, fb 
^' fimple, if> fufceptible, Ihouki not be inno- 
*^ «ïçnt before t^ice J"* 

. flVtifaivtfrw&tlteyouôg hvmtersXprcaAtherfl* 
.fetves pvçr , ^e ^lain ^ foihe pierced the fes^ 
t)^ei:,e,d game v^ith their unerring (hafts ; others- 
çhacçd t^ir'ipriountainrdeer^ leïs nimble than 
themfelyçs. ' Thej prey came in abundance, 
and the bajn4u£t was preparç4* 

Seating hhnfeïf by the fide of the Cacique 
encircled by liîs family^ Las-CaJas informed 
hipiirelf of the àxxûBitï^^ their manners^ aiid 
their police.; Nutate,'**; found, was their 
kgiflator and their 'guide- To love,, to be 
afliftaait to one' another, to avoid doing one 
another harm: to honor their parents, to obey 
their chief: (o attach tbemfelves to a. compa- 
nion of the .other fex, wlio wa% f relief to 
tkeni in tlieir labors,, and brought them chil- 
dren without even â fufpicion of infidelity to 
difturb their peaceful. unipn : to cultivate their 
fields in comnK)n, and divide the ptoduce: 
fuch was their plan of life. 

** Well; now,** faid Las.Cafas, "all this is 
** thb law'of my God, whicbhe has graven iii 
•• your hearts"; you fèrve him without knowing 
** hito; and'it is his voice that guides yo^/' 

• G 5 ^ "Thy 
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•*Thy God! he is our enemy/' dried the 
Cacique ; " he is the God of the Spaniards;^ 
•* The God of the Spaniards is not your cnc- 
" my ; he is the God of all Nat4iT-d :' and we 

" arc all his children." ** Ah» if that is 

^* but true,** faid the Cacique*, " VGod that 
** will love us is the ^cry thing we Ibijg'for;: 
•* furely now Las-Cafas*s God'muft be/a^gbdd 
*• and gracious God; we fhould' like'of all 
** things to worihip him. Lofe no time then, 
•* but tell us all about hirri.** Opon that, 
Las-Cafas, obeying the impulfe of his zeal, 
gave them a defcriptlon of his God in a man- 
Jicr fo fublimc and fo!j^^e£ting, that the Ca- 
cique fpringing .up from his feat in a kind of 
tranfporty cried out, ^^ Godof Las-Cafas, re- 
•* ceive our vows:'* And all the people re- 
peated the words after him. 

' That inftant the Cacique, turning to the 
Anchorite, thought he beheld a kind of divine 
fplendor illuminating his countenance : for 
his piety gave life to every feature: joy glif- 
tened in hiS eyes. *« Tell me,** fays the Ca- 
cîque, *• has thy God never Ihewn himfclf to 
**men? — *• Yes,** anfwered Las-Cafas, men 
••have feen him; he has even deigned to 
'« dwell among them. *' — *• Under what form ?** 
^ Under the form of a roan."—." Well, and 
^< fo? art not thou that God; who art come 
** to' comfort us?** — " 1 !"—" If thou art, 

"Ohide, 
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'< O hide thyfelf no longer ! Tell us,«-fpeaK 
•* out; and Içt us worlhip thee !'*f 

The humble Anchorite, all confufion at the 
error which the fimplicity of the poor Indians 
had led them into, exerted all hk efforts to 
bring them out of it. But before he cxpofeid 
the fublime truths of Religion to the credu- 
lity of their weak and uninftruâed minds, 
he wîfhed to have an account of their prefent 
mode of worfhipv ** Alas !" faid the Cacique» 
** what could we do ? \Ve have been worlhip- 
<' ping the Tyger, as being the moil terrible 
/< of all the animals that we know of* But 
^* don't let thy God be jealous; it was the 
** wordiip of terror not of love.*' — " Come/' 
'*come, then,*' cried Las-Cafas, **letustbrow 
** down that abominable idol," Aiid imme- 
diately the Indians, animated by the zeal he 
had tnfpired them whh^ ran with him to the 
temple» 
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Jj R O M a deep cave he faw hard by tlie 
temple, the Anchorite thought he heard the 
found of groans. " What's that I hear V^ 
faid he. ** Ah, never mind," faid the Ca- 
cique ; •• go on, g^o o\M there are indeed, fome 

•« unhappy 
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•* unhappy people there ; bat fpàrc our fhamey' 
<« and do not infift upon our (hewing them to 
<• thee/' Bartholomew took no further notice 
for die prelent» but continued his way to that 
abominable temple, where he faw the figure of 
fhç Ty);;er-Gody upon an altar that was ftUl red 
with blood. " What blood is this," faid hç 
^ain,. " that I fee upon the altar ?''—** The 
^' blood of animals/' anfwered the Cacique, 
•• and fometimcs,"— « Well, go on/'—" Of 
^* Spaniards. Nay, what wouldft thou have 
** us do? If they happen to penetrate as far 
^* as thefe forefts, there is no help for it, we 
*< muft ekher kill or take them : and when we 
'^ have -got them, what can we do with them, 
** without we facrifice them î If a fingle man 
** of tl>em^were to efcape, our retreat would 
^* imn^ediately be difcovered, and then it would 
^^ be all over with us. What thou heardeft but 
** now was the moan of a poor unhappy youths 
*' whom we can't help pitying. 1 can't find 
*< in my heart to kill him. And yet die he 
•♦'muft, that's certain : for if be were to be let 
** lobfe, we could not expeft but that when 
•* he got home, he would betray us." 

. Las-Cafas aiked to fee him ; and after he had 
made them break to pieces the Tyger-idol 
with its altar, returned by the way of the pri» 
fon, where the young man was kept. 

The 
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The captive, when he faw the venerabîë 
Father coming in, made no doubt but that 
this was another vioim who was come to 
yield hîmfelf a martyr to the Faith. ** O Fà^ 
" ther, Father, come," he cried, ** and help 
** me ) Support my finking fpirîtâ with yout 
'^^ fpiritual afliftance ! Let your example in- 
** fpife mc with fortitude ! Teach a poor 
** young man to wean hîmfelf from life, and 
** meet his fate with refolution.'* 

But ^ken be canie to obferve that the An* 
chorite wa3 at his liberty,, when he heard him 
prder the Indians to retire, and faw with what 
deference they obeyed him ; *^ Heavens,'' cried 
be, what M this I fee ? and whence. is it fom 
*' coipe to poifefs fuch a command over?tbeft 
** peoplç.?. Ate you an Angel of Heavçiiv 
.'^ fent for my deliverance ? Speak I Tell me^ 
*' i befeech you, who and what you are? «I 
** bpgJn to feel hope Returning to a heart it 
** had fo l^mg abandoned.'* . • 

*« I am a Spaniard, as well as yourfelf," an- 
fwered Las-Cafas ; ** but having never ftaincâ 
** my Kan'ds with the crimes of my country- 
•• men', 1 am here at full liberty among the 
" Indians; Arid what is more, cheriflied by 

*< them, and beloved.*' "Alas! and I,'' 

faid Gonfalvo, (that was the young marias 
name) ♦• what have I done but what it was 
** my duty tb do, and what I was indifpenii- 

" bly 
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<* bly obliged ? I am the fon of Davila^ the 
« Governor of the Iftbmus : h<e had fent me 
** out in purfuit of the Savages. Having made 
** our way, my companions and I, through 
'* the woods, we at laft found ourfelves in 
'' this valley : the Indians furrounded us, and 
V overpowered us with their numbers. Some 
^* of my people were happy enough to die ia 
\* ba|tlie, the re^ were taken ; and one after 
•* another, I have feen every man of them fa* 
•* crificed upon the altar of the Tyger. To 
•* me alone the Indians have Ihewn fomc fa- 
•* vour : whether there is fbmetbing in my 
** youth that has touched their'^avage hearts^ 
*' and that my tears have infpired them with 
** tompaffion ; or whether it is, that their cru- 
" elty has made a point of referving me for a 
** facrifice apart. In the mean time, here they 
** have left me, in a ftate of horrible abandoti- 
•* ment, racked by the continual apprebeniioh 
** of death, more cruel than death itfelf. Par- 
** don, good Father, pardon at my age this 
** excefs of weaknefe, which, indeed, I can*t 
•* help blufhing to avow: life, however, Imuft 
** confel's, is dear to me. Thus, to quit, in 
** the morning of my days, fuch delightful 
•* profpcfts as I had before me ! Such joy as 
•* it woujd have been for me to fee Spain 
•• again f And now to think that thole happy, 
*• thofe delicious days I thought to fpcnd thef^c 
" arc gone for ever ! it drives me to defpair. 

<t At 
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** At any rate, w«re I but to die in the ficldU 
*^ and by the hand of an enemy of whom 
'^ there were fome honor to be gained ; but 
*^ here, to think of my being ftretched out 
** upon the altar for th&fe brutal people to tear 
'* out my boivek before my face ! to think of 
>^«my lying .there all the whiles and feeing 
'^^^ them light the £re that is to barn me at the 
*^ foot of their Tyger-idol !— 4t js too horrible 
** to be borne. Ah ! if you could now but 
** deliver me out of their bloody hands! if you 
^ could but reftore me to my fatlier ! be has but 
">ni&: in ihe.washi8.i>.nIy,hope} and that hçpe 
if l^êfe liarbaridns havei deprived him of." 

' « Al^^Sjij^y friend r* faid Las-Cafas, .«'hoy 
** fajr are you flill from, being inftrufted by 
** misfortune I You, who are the fan of D%. 
** vijljaf, jou give the name of barbarians to ^ 
**.P?Çppl^, of whom he, for thefe ten yearispa^, 
^* h^s bçen making one continual raaiTac^e ! 
**AiasJ.'how many fathers, deprived by his 
** fury r of their fweet, their only hope, have 
** been flaughtered, while on their knees they 
** have been imploring mercy for their chil- 
**dren! I tell you, young man, he has fhed 
<* more ftreams of blood, than you have drops 
of it in your veins; and the. poor crea- 
•* tures, who have taken refuge in the bofom 
** of this foreft, are but the miferable remains 
** of the vaft multitudes he ha« exterminated* 

And 
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«< And even them» as you have verygood fea -v 
** fon ta know» he is ftiH upon the hunt for» 
•* If he difcovers "them they are undone : and 
** to reftore his fon to Jiim-, you caanot but 
'< owii yourfelfy would. be to nf4ue thexl^fca- 
** very of a fecr^t, on the keeping of wbieh 
"their liyes ibfblutely dcpciKi." — 4- m Fdr 
** Heaven's fake," interrupted GortfaWo, Mdb 
*« nor tell thiem who I am,??-*—" What V 
faid Las-Cafa», ** do you think then I will de- 
** ceive them ? Do you tbink I would conceal 
** froth thetti the danger they would e!itpofb 
** theltifélves'to by fetting yo» at Itbexty ?.;By 
nainéàm : I ftw^uld think 1 were jbiomg in 
a, plot againft their lives. If I fay any thing 
tp them on your behalf» F fliall certainly 
•* tell them who you are : they fliall kitow 
** what it is I alk, and what rifque they run in 
•* granting it. However, I will do which ever 
•* you would have me; be filent or fcxplîcît*; 
"therefore take your cliroice.''.^My choice*! . 
" Either way I fee nothing but death before 
" my eyes. I caft myfelf wholly upon you.*' 
•* Take courage, then. But from the condition 
** you are now reduced to^ I would wifli you, 
** if you efcape, to derive this great and ule- 
•* ful leflbn ; that the law of force is an odious 
«* law : that if the Indians governed thcmfclve*s 
•* by it ori their part, there is ho punifhment fb 
*• great that the fon of Davila vrould not havb 
«* r^eafon to expeft r that weaknefs is the natural 

** Hate 
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" itate of mai>; that layout eotidition ther« 
^' is ndi maa bist would be ttmoFOttô and fsuat^ 
^Miearted: that pride, ki a being who Uk« 
<< man has adverfity for ever at his elbow» is 
** the height of madnefs: aivl that expafed as 
'' he is continually to beeome an objeâ of 
** compaffion» it is as weak 9S it is wicked in 
*' him to bft void of it bifitfelf/' 

Returningto Capana, *' Cac^que»"^ faid Las* 
C^faSy *^ doû thou not feel as if a great load 
" were takon off thy flioutdcrSf now. thou «tl 
" come to ferve a j^uft a^id merciful God, in- 
** fiead of worfhipping a malicious Being >^^^^ 
** Yes, indeed,'* iW the Caci(jtte : wd ouk 
^< hearty, wbieh Iiad been ibrank upandwi^ 
"tbered, in a manner,, by terroa:, now feel 
" expanded as it were by love»" — ** Yes, my 
^'friend) love is what roanis made for» Hatred^r 
*' venge^iice.^all the cruel paffions axe to him 
'* fo many fiâtes of cornftcaint, of anguiih, and 
*' of debafement. He iinds himfjplf exalted* 
^'be finds himfelf making nearer and nearer 
^* approaches to the divine .excellenca that 
*' framed him, ihfc more he liftens to the die- 
" tatcs of mercy and magnanimity. To fub- 
*^ due his refentments, to tiiumph over his 
*< wrath, to requite with benefits the wrongs 
** he received, thepleafure which foch a con* 
** duo gives is truly a divine ane.**--i-**. I con- 
*'ceivc it," faid the Cacique. ^* No^ thoit 

** canft 
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/« canft never conceive it till thou baft tailed 
.** it. But it ii even now in thy power to cn- 
" joy to the full that pure and celeftial fatis- 
*• faâion. Send for that yoting captive who 
•♦ is now trembling and groaning under his 
,«• chains, and fay to him, whilft thou are fct- 
" ting him free : Son of the deftroycr of the 
•• Ifthmus, fon of the murderer of our fatliers, 
*• of our wives and of our children, fon of 
«• Davila, I will fhcw mercy to thy youth and 
" weakncfs. Live, and learn of a Savage to 

'• imitate thy God.** •« Ah," fays the Ca- 

cique, *• the fon of Davila ! What, is it him 
•* then I have got ?•* At thefe words his eyes 
" flafhed fire like lightning. •* Yes, I tc» 
•* thee it is the fon of Davila," faid the An- 
chorite coolly, ** it is he thou ftiayeft tear to 
** pieces, devour if thou haft a mind for it : 
." but hear me. In a very little time thy ven- 
•* geance will be glutted, and then thou wilt 
. ** grow fad, and thou wilt be faying to thyfclf, 
♦• well, now his bufinefs is done ; and after 
*' all, ijt is not all the blood that was in his 
" body, that can bring a fingle man of my 
" people back to life. What good then has 
•* come of all my fury i Here have I been the 
•« deftruftion of the helplefs, perhaps the in- 
** nocent. I have given a loofe to guilt, and 
•* what am 1 the better for it?— Behold, his 
«^ life i^ in thy bands : choofe now which thou 
•♦ wilt renounce ; my God, or thy own ven- 

•* geance i 
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'* geàncc ; and then e*en go thy way$ anil 
" worfhip the Tyger, if tboo art refolved to 
" drench thyfclf in blood !" 

" Nay, nay/* faid the Cacique, ^ but Lasr 
*' Cafas's God Ihall be my God. But tell me 
V now, doft thou really think it is his will I 
*^ fhould leave unpunifhed all the outrages this 
^* barbarian has been committing on us for 

«* thefe ten years?" ** Yes, the law of my 

** God does command thee to pardon, nay, 
•• and to lave thy enemies. "r-" What ! love 
'* them !'•—** Yes, love I fay. Are they not 
*' his children as well as thou ? Does he not 
** love them himfelf ? And canfl thou worfliip 
^^ the father without loving bischildfcn? If 
^< thou lovdt him, and wonldft find favour in 
** his fight, thou wilt be forry fot their wic- 
'' kednefs, aiid with that they may. continue 
in it no longer ; by fliewing them merty, 
" thou wilt deferve tliat he may Ihew mercy 
^^unto thee: nor think that thou art to be 
" wicked, becaufe they are," 

^M am confounded," faid the Cacique, 
" yet I cannot help being affeâed too by tljy 
*'. words. Well, what is It thou wouldft have 
'' of me? Am I then to forgive the fon of the 
*^ cruel Davila, as I would my brother ? Welli 
^*.then, fo I will. Let him be brought forth). 
*' I will knock off his fetters and embrace hiov 

«•But 
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«^ But when I liâve given him his life^ tell me 
« then what I ftiall 4a with him. If he efcaper» 
*« he will betray the fccrct of our retreat; and 
<< then jthou wilt have been the ruin of thy 
•• fricnds/'-s-i-« Indeed it is what I have iny 
*• fears about; as well as thou/* anfwered the 
Anchorite; *^ nor would I do more for the 
•* prefent than juft to make his confinement 
•* Içfs fevere. 

Goniali^ was waitings with aa knpa^Ace 
^' that m»y be imagined, for Las Caf as' ft: re- 
turn. •* Wcll/^ fays he» trcmWing, « uifhat 
•* have you obuioed fojj me >''-«'**' Your Kfe.^ 
**Ah, Father t but my lihorty ? ia that gone 
**fir ertri^*^! hvrelt^U) yo» altiQâdy iJliat 
^ the iafety of thefo '|)iMr Indiana ditfends 
*^ ^ab&lttteiy upon the: cfmoeAltiipiit ' of this 
** retreat. ".-**-^« I knawdtifk>tSi bii£t canhot 
^ yonaofwerfor me, tUa^ 1 neviirwfll betray 
**it?»^.^*^I anfwcr far youi'Vfaia, tfce A»- 
^^ cborite; <* at your ago it is: mote tha» a 
•• man can do to amfwer £cuLhîinfdf. *Tis 
•* your bufinefs to endeavaur lo gain the cf- 
•* teem of the Cacique, and to engage him 
** by degrees to? put a confidence m you/* — 
** And have you toH him Who I am?*' re- 
turned Gonlkhro* — •* Yes» rndeed have* T.'^— 
« Then rt is all over with me/*-r— *^ No, in- 
♦♦ deed it is not. Come along with irie, 1*11 
^ take you to him/* ' '* • 

*' Younfe 
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*^ Young man/' faid the Cacique, at fee-* 
ing him, *^ doft thou wof&ip. the fame God as 
*« Las-Cafas worlhips?'' «* Yes/' anfwçrqd 
DavHa. " Efoft thou bdiere , ^at -we are 
" children çf that God a$ well as thou ?'* f* I 

*• do believe it.'* »•** Yoii and we^hcn are 

** brethren: why coincft tbou to dip tby hands 
** in our blood ?'''-r — ** Becaufe 1 was com- 

" manded.''— — " By whom ?'^ «* Thou 

** knoweft but too well.^* «« Yes, I do 

** know that thou art born of one who is the 
" moft wickçd of men, and our mdft cruel 
"enemy. But Las-Cafas tells mdthât his 
** God and niine^ ccwuxnands me to forgive 
"thee. I do forgive thee. Come, embrace 
" thy friend/^ 

The young man, at thefe words, tlirew hlm- 
felf at the feet of the Cacique, " What art 
" thou doing î^' faîd the Savage, " didft thou 
** not fay we were brethren ? Art thou not my 
** equal P*^ He fpoke, and taking young Da- 
vila by the hand, loofed him from his chains. 
Las-Cafas at the fight of fuch a fpeftacle, 
was quite overcome with tendernefs and joy. 
" Davila," faid he to the young man^ " thcfe 
" are jx)ur true Chriilians,!'* 
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'ON SALVO from that moment lived 
among the Indians upon the fame footing as if 
he had been in ^his own country, and in the 
midft of his pwn family. He was guarded 
indeed, but without conftratnt: nor was any 
other liberty denied him tlian that of making 
his efcape. Las-Cafas was continually with 
him. The wifli of the good Father was to 
give him a reliûi foi: the innocent and iimple 
way of living of thefe Savages: but the young 
man» whenever his inftruAor touched upon 
the fubjeft, could not help anfwcrîng him 
with fighs. * I have now, I think/ fays he, 

* reapt fufficient inftruftion from my own mis- 

* fortunes, from your leflbns, and from their 

* example ; if they would but be generous 

* enough now to place a confidence in me, 
' and to put me in a condition to go and un- 

* deceive my father; furcly, were 1 to tell 

* him every thing, I could bring him to relent: 

* then taught by me, he would learn to know 

* them better, and to love them. My life I 

* owe to them already : I ihould then be [a 

* debtor to them for my liberty. Such gene- 

* rofity, furely, could not fail to touch a fa- 
« then He furcly could not ftand againft the 

* tears of his long-loft child.' 

At 
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At that age no man's heart is black enough 
to counterfeit with fuch an appearance of iince- 
rity : nor did Las Cafas make any doubt but 
that Gonfalvo fpoke as he felt : but he knew 
his weaknefs too well to venture to rely on 
him. * I make no doubt,' faid he, * but that 

* you feel yourfelf at prefent fully rcfolvcd 
« not to prove falfe to this good people : but I 

* foreiee the cffisSL of a father's influence ; 

* and I could never anfv^er for bis not finding 

* means to get poffeflion of your fecret, either 
« by force or by furprife. What 1 fay to you, 

* I have been faying, to the Cacique, This is 

* the danger ; it is for him to^take his refolu* 

* tio»-" 

Going then to Capana, * I have left,' fays 
he, * the captive in aiHiAion. He iighs ar- 

* dently for his liberty. I have laid before 

* thee all the danger there would be in fend- 

* ing lii«i back to his father: but I ought not, 
' on the other hand, V> diflcmble the advan- 
' tage that might perhaps accrue to thee from 
« fuck an inftance of generofity. It may hap- 
« pen at any rate that the father may difcover 

* thee : and in that cafe thou wouldft have 9 
« fuf port in this young man, to whom thy 

* clemency will have madcLa facred duty never 
*to abandon thee. The fierceft tyrants arc 
- not infcnfible to tjic force of fatherly afftc- 

* tion. That is the hft place in. their hear» 

< that 
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* tbat grows obdurate. Now, then, deter- 

* mine, for thyfelf what part to take: thou 

* canft not, neither can I, tell which is the 
« moft prudent: thou knoweft, as well as I, 

< which is the moft generous. 

^ As for me,'defiitute as I am here of the 
» means of ceUbrating our atiguft myftcries, 

* of eftabliihing the: Prieilhood, and of per- 

* petuating the woilhtp of the altar, I muft go 
^ and endeavour to find Paftors for you ; that 
' done, I may, perhaps, i^e a means of enfur- 

* ing you a mope fccute retreat. Farewell. 
^ It is my hoj«, and 1 make it my prayer to 

* Heaven, that I raiay fee you once more> 

* before I go down into the grave.^ 

The diftrefs of young Davila was extreme, 
when he learnt that Las-Cafas was about to 
leave him. He went and threw himXelf at the 
feet of the Cacique. ' Ah !^ fays he, < why 
^ miftruft a wretth who owes thee every thing? 

< Nature has givcti mc a heart that feels as 

* well as thine : but had I, iftftead of it, the 

* heart of the iygerthou were wonttb worfeip, 

* thy virtues would have foftened it. Thou 
^ haft called nïe friend : thou haft embraced 
« meas a brolher.— Go to^ Lnevcr can forget 
^ thee: I amneifhef perfidious nor ungratefuL 
■k^hy-lffé, ahd thé'fafety of thy friends; de- 
? pend Upon thy retreat's being unknown : my 

*filencc 
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* filence will enfurc it. 1 call my God to wh^» 

* nefs, tluit God who is become thine.* ' 

* Yes, I do believe thee to be a youth of 
' probity and feeling :' faid the Cacique, but 
' thou art weak ; and he who is weak is always 

* at the eve of being wicked. How couldft 

* thou ftand againfl: the authority of a father I 

* Thou couldft not fo much as bear up againft 

* death/ • Death did indeed ftrike terror 

^ into me,' faid the young man, rifing up 
brifkty : ' but if as a means of efcaping it» 

* thou hadft propofed to me any thing crimi* 
^ nal, thou wouldft have feen which would 
' have fhockcd me moft. Since, then, I have 

* not thy eftcera, I w^ill make no more re- 

* quefts. As to liberty, 1 difclaim it : yes, I 

* renounce it: and I difpenfe with thy leaving 

* me my life.' Having thus fpoken, he with- 

* drew.' 

The Cacique, wlio followed him with his 
eyc$, feeing hi-m quite call down with grief^ 
felt himfelf as if a weight lay upon his heart 
at the thoughts of the harfhnefs of his refu- 
fal. Ha bad his people call Las-Cafas. * Take 

* with thee.' fays he, « that young man : lils 

* grief diftrefies and hangs heavy on me : tlie 

* prefence of a m9,i\ who might but for me be 

* happy, . is iwfupportable to ro«.' — * Haft tliou 
« well confidered ?' faid the Anchorite.'——^ 

/Vol. I. H . * Yes, 
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* Yes, I know that a word from his mouth 
-* puts it in our tyrants hands to ruin us: but 

* j)ity carries it againû fear ; I will not fee him 

* fuffer any longer.' 

Thofe who have feen a family of virtuous 
children at the funeral of their father, of a 
tender and beloved father, may form to them- 
fclves fome idea of the^ef of the Indians at 
the departure of Las-Cafas. The Cacique and 
his people, with drooping heads, with moif- 
tened cheeks, and downcaft eyes, efcorted 
him in filence to the brink of the foreft. 
There it was neceffary to part. 

\Vitnefst)f tlicirfad farewell, Gonfaîvo put 
a check upon his joy. The Cacique, taking 
off his collar, threw it over the young man^s 
neck, and embracing him, faid : * Be thou 
^ our friend for ever: and if ever thou be 

* prelled by our tyrants to tell them where we 

* are, look upon, that collar; think of Las- 

* Cafas; and afk thy heart if it will let thee 

* play us falfe.' 

The two Spaniards took tlieiT way thro' tfa« 
Woods, efcorted by a few of the Indians whom 
they took for guides. During their walk, 
their converfation fell upon the manners and 
dîfpofition of the Savages. In the courfe of 
it came a nioment, when Las-Cafas, turning 
/ • / • . . ta 
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to young" Davîla : * You are now able to 

* judge,' fays he, ' whether the notion of their 

* being unworthy of the name of men be a juft 

* one; and whether it be fo very difficult to 
< make them Chriftians. The truth is, that 

* in matters of religion, it is only tothofedoc— 

* tri n es \Vhich feem repugnant to the notion of 

* God's goodnefs that man is at all difpofed to' 

* be intraftable. He never turns a deaf ear to 

* thofc confoling truths that give him relief 
' under his affliâions, and difpofç him to che- 

* rilh. and enjoy the two great gifts of Heaven, 

* Life >and Society. Thefe truths, although 

* they ihould furpafs his feeble conception, 

* £0 they do but touch his heart, will find him 

* ready enough to receive them : be has a na- 
' tural propenfity to believe whatever he finds 

* a pleafure in believing. The whole fyftem 

* of Nature's operations is alTuredly a myftery 

* in his eyes: and is it fbuûd, that while he 

* enjoys the fruits of her bounty, he quarrels 

* with her for the fecrecy flic obferves in her 

* methods of p|"odoc4rtg them? Juft fo would 

* it be with Religion ; the more ibe made hap- 

* py, the fewer- would fhefind difpofed to dif- 

* beKeve h'er.*^ 

* Ahl bill:,' replied .Qoriialvo, } can ônô 
Mieljï foeiiag; hDW;:much iuie{has in.het that is 
' cai ciliated, to. alarm and ilrike terror intd 

* mankind ?' ' True,' returned the Anchorite : 

Ha *ïlic 
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* fhe bas nothing, however, but what is at- 

* tradive and cncowraging for Virtue, nothing 

* but what is comfortable foe Innocence ; and 

* tliat is all the recommendation (he can want. 
< How is it with human laws? The efFeâ of 
^ thefe, when they anfwer the ends of their 
^ inftitution, is to be a check to vice, to firike 

* terror into guilt, to afflift the malefaftor : 
^ an4 yet, for all this, men are glad to have 

* fucb laws. — Why? Becatife every man feels 
^ it in his jpowcr to reap the benefits of them, 

* and to avoid the mifchiefs. Upon the fame 
'principles will men love a religion, which, 
'like thefe falutary laws, fhall Ihcw itfelf fa- 

* vorable to the upright, fevere upon theaban- 
' doned^ and indulgent to the weak. But thofe 

* who with fincerity profefs it in a form thus 

* puiçe, arc incapable of oppreffing any one : 

* they abhor the thought of drenching them- 

* felves in blood: they think therafelves obliged 
' to be huoiane, juft, patient, ready to give 
' fiîccour; arid above all things difinterefted : 
^ to join example to precept giving the vir- 
' tues they praâife in evidiEjnc^e of the truths 
'they pi'each. But Pride an4 Cove^oufnefs 

'cannot tie themfelyes down to thefe atten* 
'tions: the law of . the fword cuts fhort ail 
^difficulties: and, taking up with f«ic h odious 
' pretexts as thef>affîons feck to jufiify them- 
^ felves by, meàindulge themfelves in violence, 

' rapine^ 
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* rapine, and devaftation, to the moft crimi- 

* nal excefs.^ • • . At thefe words the Anchorite 
took notice that the fon of Davila was look- 
ing down» and that the flufb of fhame had 
fpread itfelf over his cheeks. * Pardon toe,* 
fays he, « my young friend, I fee 1 have hurt 

* thee. This hard-hearted man. Heaven, fuch 

* as he is, has given thee for a father; but 

* whatever he may be, ceafe not thoo to love 

* him, to refpeft him, and to pity him ; only 

* do not follow hi» example/ 

- At length they reached the town of Cruces; 
The Indians took their leave : Las-Cafas and 
Gonfalvo embraced tenderly at parting. * Fare* 

* well,' faid the Anchorite to the young man» 
^ tbon art now about to fee thy father : re* 

* member the Cacique y vouchfaie fometimes 

* to think of me. I fkall not hear thy words: 
' but God will be prefent ; and thy heart has 

* fworn to be faithful to the Indians.^ 

Gonfalvo returned to Panama;, and Las- 
Cafas fell down the river till he reached tho 
Eaftern Coaft, where a veâel was waiting, 
which wafted him to the (bores that are walhed 
by the Ozama, as it pours forth its waters irw 
to the bofom of the vaft Pacific Ocean. 
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CHAP. XIV. 



D< 



rON Pedro Davîla was bewailing the heir 
apparent of his name with tears of pride, of 
rage, and of defpair. At fight of him he gave 
a full loofc to the tranfports of his joy. * Ah, 

• my child,' fays he, and do&s Heaven give 

• thee back to thy fond father's wifbes I— - 

• But all thofe brave Caftilians who went with 

• thee, what is become of them ?'— *" They 

• are dead,' anfwcred Gonfalvo. * The Indi- 

• an$ we were in purfuit'of-made a ftand : wi 
' were overpowered by numbers. They kept 
< me prifoner: they difcovercd who T was*: 

• their Chief gave me my life,, and reftored me 

• to my liberty. O my facheir ! if I am really 

• dear to you. fuch generofity will be enough 

• to difarm you of every angry purpofe.' Tlie 
tyrant turned a deaf ear to him ; confounded 
and enraged to think, that after the vaft and 
continual carnage he had been making of the 
Indians, there were ftill fome who ftood upon 
their defence. His whole attention was taken 
Alp with thinking how he might crttnpleat their 
ruin : that generofity, which was the only cir- 
cumftance in their conduft that ought in rea- 
fon to have ftruck him, was the only one to 
which he was infenfible. Yes, yes,' Hiys be, 

** . ' * never 
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«never fear: I fhall remember what the Sava- 

* ges have done for thee. Tell me where thou 

* haft left them, and where the battle happened. 

* It would be diiBcult for me to find my 

* way again through thofe wilds/ replied Gon^ 

* falvo : I trufted to their guidance, witlroun 

* knowing in a manner which way I went, nor 

* whe.ncc I came.* 

* Yes, yes, I fee how the cafe is' returned 
hîsfather, obfervinghisconfufion : *theyliave 
^ made thee promifc not to acquaint me of 
«their lurking-place ; and thou thinkelf thy- 

felf bound by fuch engagements. ' 



c 



« If I were to make any fuch promife,' «e* 
plied the. youth, * I would keep my word : 
« ^nd I muft confeis, indeed, t am too much 

* in their. debt, Sir, to betray them/* 

« Y<vung man,* returned the tyrant^. '1 
« would have you know, that you ftand en- 

* gaged by fupefior ties to your God, to your 

* King, to your Country, and to me, Ypa 
« have fieahalf my people fall already by the 

* hands of tliefe barbarians, would you flay 

* and fee. them, exterminate the remainder? 

* When they let you keep your life, tell me, 

* did they tjirow away their bows? Have they 

* ever promifed not to dip their arrows any 

* more in that mortal poifon which the mif- 

H 4 * créants 
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* créants bave invented? Hear me, Bir : obey 
'* your father ; to-morrow be ready to condad 
' us: for I am refolved to find ihem out.' 

Gonfalvo, reduced to the option of cither 
betraying the Savages, putting a deceit upon 
bis Father, or refufing flatly to obey him, chofe 
to deal plainly by him ; and accordingly pro- 
teiled; that fo long as lie breathed, be would 
never bear a part in any mifchief that fhould 
te done to his benefaÔors. Davila grew en- 
raged : but his fon, with a raodeft firmnefs, 
adhered to bis refolutibn : upon which, find- 
ing that neither reproaches nor threats had any 
cffeéi, he refolved to try what could be done 
bj artifice* 

Fernando de Luquee was pitched upon for 
this odious fervice. He went to the young' 
.man, and talked to him. * Davila,' faid Tie, 
afiuming an affe£tiona(te tone, and putting on 
a feeling countenance, * you will certainly be 

* the death of your father. He loves you ten* 

* derlyi while you were loft, I thought he 

* would never baTC done weeping : and now 

* you are come back to him again, it is but to 

* encrcafe his grief/—* Ah,' replied the young 
man, let him bid me facrificc my life for him, 

* I will do it : but think not that he or any 

* man Ihall ever make me commit a treachery.' 
« If it vfcvc treachery,' faid the perfidious priefl, 

•am 
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"^ am I a man, do you- think, that would prcfs 

* you to obey ? I take as great an iiitereft ia 
' the fat« of the. Indian» as you can do. But 

* the fa£t is, that by irritating, y our father^ y on* 
^ ruin them : it is upon tbein tl>e ftorm will 

* fall at lafl. Your obd^nacy lias been a cruel 

* wound to him. My fan, fay s^ he» defpifes 

* me and hates me ; more attacbed to thi9>bai^- 

* barous people than to Ins Prijice, to me,, or 
■* even to his God, he knows but of one duty, 
'which is that of rebellton: he is afraid of 

* placing any dependence upon my gratitude: 
' be perfuades himfelf I have lefs generofity 

* than a miferable Indian ! — No» no, Davila, 

* this is never the way to ferve the Savages. 

* If you had thought proper to unbofom your- 
' felf, 1 am fure that your father, touched as 
"^ be would have been by theirhumanity, and 
' Aill more feniibly by your confidence, would 

* have liftened tp the dilates of compai&on. 

* But now that through their means, he finds 

* he has loft the efteem and afTeâîon of his 
' fon ; think yourfelf, whether it is polfible 

* he ihould eyer forgive thcni?* 

* Ah, fay not fo/ replied Gonfalvo. ' No; 
^ the command he bas over my heart is as en- 
"• tire as ever; my rcXpeft, my love for him, 

* are ftill pap farne. Let him but vouchfafe to 

* aik i>othing of mc but what is innocent and 
*]uft, he m^y be as fure as ever of being 

H 5 *' obeyed 



;i54 THE IN CAS. 

* obeyed. But what is it. he. woqldihiivfi.of 
'me? And why periift in 5vtlhiiig to-eng^^e 
' me ill a condoft thitivèuM.âx p4i m^ an i?!^ 
' delible fiain of ingratitude and perfkiyvB'^lf 
' he mud needs go in purfuit of tbis unhappy 
' people, it is liotfor me to guide bis mertUefs 

* refearches: and if he is content to flaire <b«m, 

* what ufe can it be of to him to know. where 

* it is they breathe in peace ? In return for his 

* fon's life, all that the Savages wifh, is to live 

* at a diftance from him, and, if poffible, con- 
"* cealed. The greateft kindnefs he can do 

* them, is to think no more of them.' 

* Yoti feem not to confidcr then,' faid Fer- 
nando, « that while they are fcattefed in the 
'^ forefts, there is no giving them any inftruc- 

* tion ; that they live without worfhip and 
^ without laws.'^ — ^* By no means,' faid the 
young man. * I can tell you they arc Chrif- 

* tians like ourfelves. JLet them virbrfhi}>, in 
♦the fimpiicity of their hearts, a 'Go<i they 

* ferve more faithfully than we i' • ' 

•What! Chriftians do you fay? Ah! if 

* that be true,' replied the impoftor, '♦ can you 

* make any doubt of our treariHg'th^hl ^nti 

* every mark of attention ànd'înditlgehce'? 

* Truft to me for taking care of WeTàfety t)5F 
•our brethren, I will be theîx* Protè6*or: 
« truft me, I wU bear them' in mjr bbfoii^'tJ. 

' ' *Do 
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*Dofo, then, proteâ them, by obtaining for, 

* them the privilege of being forgotten. They 

* wiih for nothing more.* 

* Ah, Gonfalvo, Gonfalvo»' refumed the 
hypocrite ; * and fo you would bring upor| 

* your head the guilt of parricide ! Chriftians 

* as you may think them, they will come out 

* of their lurking places ere long, and lay iii 

* ambufli for us : your father, whofe courage 

* will be prompting him to expofe himfelfi 

* will fall a facrifice : fhould that happen^ you 

< will be the man that delivered him into their ' 

* hands. The poifoned arrow that will have 

* pierced his heart, yours wilt have been' the 

* hand that (hot it.' 

At thefe words Gonfalvo (huddered. But 
thinking of Las-Cafas, • Would be,':faid he 
to himfelf, ' have advifed me to a crime ? Ah^ 

* no ! 1 feci that Nature and he are of a fide: 

* Ceafe,' faid he, * to tempt me/ turning to 
the knavifh Prieft. < The inward voice of my 

* heart raifes itfelf in oppoiition to your re- 

* proaches, and fpeaks louder to me than you 
/do.' • 

Fernando,. confounded and thunderftruck 
at the ill fucceis.Qf .his odious endeavours, told 
Davila, that his fon was hardened agair^ii all 
perfuafion J thatfomebody mufthavç.pervcrted 

him, 
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him ; for that fuch a degret: of obflinacy was 
more than could be natural at bis age. 

From that moment Goiifalvo, grown odî- 
ous to his father, kept night and day deplor* 
ing his misfortune. 

* Get thee gone, gracelefs boy/ faid this 
inexorable father to him one day» after mak« 
ing another fruitlefs trial : ^ Away with thee ; 

* begone out of my fight. I can no longer 

* bear thy infults, nor thy prefence. Dearly 

* ihall they repent it, who have turned an 

* obedient, affeâionate, refpeAful child, into 

* an obdurate rebel/ 

* Ah, my father,' faid the young man, fall- 
ing at his feet all drowned in tçars, ' is it pof- 

* fible that my refufing to be an ungrateful, 

* perfidious and perjured wretch, fhould have . 

* drawn on me fuch unkind, fuch cruel treat* 

* ment? . What is it you would have of me ? 

* How can you bear fuch an unrelenting ha- 

* tred to thefe poor wretches ! Ah, if you had 

* but ken their King knock off my chains, 

* clafp me in his arms, call me his friend, his 

* brother ! afk me, in an affeôionate tone, 
*' what harm it was they had done us ? why it 

* was we forgot that they were men as well as 
^ we ? You yourfelf, yes, you yourfelf, my 

* father, would have made a crime to me of 

* that 
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* that breach of faith you are now for exaft- 
« ing of me as a duty. It fhocks me, indeed 
' it does, to incur your difpleafure : but I con* 

* fefs it would be ftill more ihocking to me to 

* obey you. Reduce me not to fo diftreffing 

* an alternative. Pity a fon who is to the laft 

* degree unhappy at finding himfelf the objeft 

* of your averlion, and who, "by the very con— 

* duft which expofes him to it, thinks himfelf 

* deferving of your love.' — * No : I have now 

* no fon, nor have you a father. Begone, rid 
< me of a traitor; I can no longer bear tbee 
' in my fight.* 

"tjronfalvo, with a full heart and down-caft 
eye, left his father's palace, and fe.nt to afk 
him what place he would be pleafed to fix 
upon for his exile. « I !' faid the inflexible 
father, 'let him go back to the forefls fromi 

* whence he came : there he will be happy 

* with thefe friends of his — the wretches he, 

* has'preferred to me.* 

The young man took once more the road 
to Cruccs: and as he was making his lonely 
way acrofs the wilds, the tears kept trickling 
down his cheeks : tears of afSiftion indeed, 
but unembittcred with remorfe. * Well,* faid 
he to himfelf, * I have difobeyed my father, 

* 1 have angered and afflifted him to fuch a 

* degree, that he has bid me begone from him 

•for 
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f for ever ! True : but have I done any thing 

[ « in all this for which my confcience can re- 

I f progch me? No ; that I have not. But now, 

I ' if I had obeyed him, and gone in purfuit of 

« the Savages, how would it then have been 

«, with me ? T,hç thought of it would have torn 

^ my heart to pieces. There are duties, then, 

* furely more facred than that of fubmiffion 

* to a father: yes, certainly : the firft relation 
' we take upon us, is that of humanity : our 

* firft duty then is. to be humane* 

Deftitute as he was of advice, the affliâion 
he was under, the unwarinefs and fimplicity 
of .his age, prevented his feeing the fnare they 
had lain for him. The Savages who had feen 
him in that fame place with Las-Cafas, had 
no miftruft of him: he told them his misfor- 
turici without making a fecret of the caufe» 
^ Well,'Taid they, * if what thou wiflieft for 

* is a life of innocence and peace, why not go 
«back again to the valley ? A cottage, a foft 

* companion of the other fex, our friendfliip, 

* and thy own integrity, fhall be thy. portion. 
*.Come, come along with us: the Cacique 
^ will make it his ftudy to make thee fprgeti 

* if poffible, the injuttice of a wicked fatlver.' 
^e^ followed this fatal counfel. . Hpwasjuil 
cot out of the darkfome partof the wood ; at 
the fight of the valley, as it peeped between 
the trees, his difburthencd heart had juft be- 
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gaa once.nipro.to feel the fpring of joy, »when, 
on a fudden, what was his afionilhment.and 
concern, at finding himfelf furrounded by a 
troop of Spaniards, who ordered him, in the 
name bf the ViccTRoy his father, ip return 
with them to Cmces! The Spaniards, how- 
ever, were not To expedifîoàs, btrt'that the 
two* Indians, whom he had takfen for'gmdes, 
had time to make their efcapè to the valley> 
and give tlie alarm» From that moment tliere 
Was np (afety. there foi: the Cacique and his 
peopk, their ;afyli;im was difcovered. 

'The* unhappy youth, forced back* again to 
Crude?, called Heaven and Earth to witriefs 
to l^is innocence. He there heard of a veflfel 
that was about to fet fail for Hifpanioia. Hé 
determined to embrace this opportunity, and 
fent to afk his fatherV-leave to take himfelf 
to that ifland, iri.order'to fave him,- he faid, 
£rom,i?ein'g wit nefs to the .Cortc'eriVheCoiild 
not fôip' fueling, ^or the 'pbbi- Savages. • His 
father, gaye ccinfent: whether it' Was in order 
to rid himfel/ of one whofe prefence' woulcl 
be a perpetual reproach to him ; or whether 
in . order td <give time for the viplpnçe ,ç( jtiis 
afBiôiott tdfabfidé in this.voJant^iy; exile; 

* Ah r faid Goftfalvo- as hc^lefiti the^.ijiQre^ 
^ nc^^eraigiiiwJffiteULI bear my £jklbpr's jprqfepcç, 

* He'has'ftirptifed^ he. hasjdetoiyii/J roig : .he 

* has- made me a traitor, and a forfworn.rçïan 
' V. \\ . 'hi 
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•* in the eyes of nly friends. No — never will 
^ 1 fee him more !' 

Arriving at Hifpaniola» the fîrû thing he 
did was to find out Las-Cafas. There throw- 
ing himfclf ij)to the arms of the good Ancho- 
rite, he t«14 him of his misfortune» which he 
called.his crime» with as much agony as if hts 
heart had been an accomplice in the mifchief. 

* My friend,' faid Las-Cafas, after he had 
heard him through, ' what you did was indeed 

* imprudent : but your heart is innocent. As 
' to your coming here, it could not but have 

* been an intolerable torment to a young man 

* of virtue and feeling like yourfelf, to be a 

* witnefs to his father's cruelties. That aflSic- 

* tion you will now efcape. As you are become 

* your own mafter, you are now at liberty to 

* aft 4 part on the Theatre of Europe : there, 

* Ihould your country ftand in need of it, you 

* may ftied your blood for her in a juft quarrel. 
'Petition for your recall: mean time you 

* may as well wait here, as any where, till 

* you can receive an anfwer.' 

Gonfalvo having given vent to his afflîâion 
in the bofom of the pious AncWrite, felt bim- 
felf more at eafe. His fpirits gradually re*- 
turiied: he took the advice of. liis ojidfrienid; 
and Waited at Hifpaniola the event of his pe* 
tition. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 

JV^E a N T I m E Pizarro had fet fail : he 
was already at a confiderable diftaiice from 
the Ifthmus in his way towards the Line. The 
perils of a fea as yet unknown, made his 
courfe toilfome as well as tedious. Provifions 
fell fliort; and it foon became necelTary to 
hazard the landing upon thofe favage côafts^ 
but wherever he fet foot he found a warlike 
people in readinefs to oppofe him. As fooa 
as any village was attacked» the inhabitants 
of the neighbouring hamlets flocked to its 
affiftancc. A tingle difcharge of fire-arms was 
commonly fufficient to difperfe them» but their 
courage always brought them on again* Each 
day was produÔîve of freïh carnage : and yet 
each day the poor wretches- thinking to avenge 
their friends, returned in fwarms, and perilh- 
ed with them. The edge of the Spanifh fleel 
grew blunt: their hands grew weary with thç 
work of flaughteri 

An old Cacique, a man who for wifdom and 
yafour had been famous in his days, now worn 
out with labour and old age, had laid bimfelf 

down, 

^ This (liftrîa bai been called Futlh ^maJo, the country oC 
tlie San-bornt natioos. 
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down at the battom of a cave, waiting for the 
hand of death. The cries of rage, of agony, 
and of affright, fpread themfelves till they 
reached his ear. Prefentlji in ran his two fons 
all covered with blood and duft, who tearing 
their hair, exclaimed, ** *Tis over with us, 
•* father, 'tis all over with us : we are undone," 
— ** How fo,'* faid the old man calmly : *' Is 
" it that there are fo many of them, or that 
" tbcy are immortal? Are they of that race 
** of Giants, who, in the time of our fathers, 
" madeadefcentuponthefccoafts?*' — <« No," 
replied one of his fons; •* there are but few 
" of them, and they are in appearance juft 
''like us, all to a thick bufli of hair which, 
^* covers the lower part of their faces. But 
** unqueftionably they are Gods, for they fight 
•* in a blaze of lightning, and thunder iffues 
*•* from their hands. Our people falling in 
** crowds under the fhock of it, have covered 
** us witii their blood : fee here the marks of it." 

••Say you fo?" faid the Cacique ;." I fhould 
** like to have a look at them : when to-mor- 
" row comes take me up to the top of yonder 
•* rock, that I may fee the battle." 

The Indians, by the break of day, afleni- 
bled on the plain. The Spaniards were wait- 
ing for them. Pizarro was furveying their 
ranks with an air of deliberate compofure : 

under 
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under him commanded Âléon, in whofe man- 
ner there was more of haughtinefs and me^ 
nace : MoHria was at the head of the young 
volunteers he had brought with him. There 
was a down-caft look in his eyes, there was a 
dejeflion in his countenance ; the refult, how- 
ever, not of fear, but of compaffion. Sighs 
of humanity feemed to be rifing from the bot- 
tom of that young man's heart. 

. A ihout, compofed of a thoufatid difcordant 
yells, was the fignal of the Indians : in an in^ 
fiant a cloud of arrows darkened the air over 
the beads of the Caftilians : but of thefe fee- 
ble miftles, difcharged at random, fcarce any 
took effeft. Pizarro, . waiting till they were 
within a fraall diftance, gave k terrible fire, 
of which almoft every fhot did execution : the 
canhon, id particular, made enormous breach- 
es in 'the deep ranks of their ill-marfhalled 
battalions. Thrice they were made to waver: 
but the prefence of the old Cacique ftill kept 
up 'the courage of his people. They main- 
tained theirgrbund, they advanced, and fprcad- 
ing themfelves towards the wings, they were 
upon the point of furrounding the fmall body 
of the Caftilians. Pizarro then fell upon them 
fword 'in band with his rapid fquadron : the 
thick crowds of Indians were foon pierced 
thro* and diffipated. Nothing now was fcen 

■ * but 
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but a contintied maflacre qF defencekfs ftrag» 
flers, who, naked and fuppliant, were crouch- 
ing every where under the mortal ftroke. The 
woods and the mountains ferved for ihelter to 
as many as could efcape. 

The old Cacique, from the top of his rock, 
kept viewing the difaftet with a fad and pen* 
live eye. He faw the youngeft of his fons 
crufhcd like a brittle reed by the Caftîlian 
thunders. That aiBiding fight pierced his pa« 
ternal heart : but the point of this domeftic 
misfortune was effaced by the deeper impref- 
iion of the public calamity. Calling round 
him his chief warriors, he thus addrefled them. 

•* Children of the Tyger and the Lion, k 
** muft be owned» thefe ruffians are greatly 
•' our fuperiors in the arts of mifchief. That 
" murderous fire, thofe thunders, thofc furi- 
*« ous animals that fight under their riders, all 
*' thcfc are fo many prodigies in our eyes. 
*' But time will recover you from the aftonilh- 
** ment which thefe novelties caufe at firft. 
'^ The advantages of a number and fituation 
•• are in our hands: let not thofe advantages 
** be loft. Who ever bid you rufti on in fuch 
** clofe throngs upon the front of the enemy ? 
•* What need have you to difpute the plain 
** with them ? Is not the harveft gathered in ? 
•* Is thûjpe any thing left for them to plunder ? 

«• Sec 
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" See you not then how famine, with her 
" iharp teeth and griping claws, is treading 
** upon iheir ikirts? Yes; a little while and 
** fhe will faften on them, fhe will drink the 
«* blood out of their veins ; (he will fuck the 
V* marrow out of their bones : then (hall your 
" eyes behold their lifelefs carcafes ftretched 
** out and fcattered over the ground. I will 
*' tell you, then, what ye fhall do. Ye Ihall 
" keep yourfelvcs on the dcfenfive in the nar- 
" row valley that winds between ihefe hills. 
•* There Ihould. they venture to attack you» 
" we (hall fee what ufe they will be able to 
"make of their, thunder, or of their four- 
•^ footed allies." 

This wife counfel of the veteran chief was 
carried into execution the fame night: and 
when the day began to dawn, the Spaniards, 
alarmed at the (ilence and folitude that reigned 
over the plain, faw nothing thereto combat 
with but hunger, the cruelleft and moft def- 
perate of all enemies. 

No foouer, however, had Pizarro got upot% 
the track of them, than he refolved upon the 
purfuiu The Indians were prepared for hira. 
Throughout the winding of the valley, thc| 
Cacique had poised thenji infmall bodies, and 
at intervals. " Thus pofted," jfaîd be, *'you 
«« can never find it difficult to efcape : that is 
*i all you need be folicitous about : do but 

<* weary 
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«< weary therh, vîôory ^cornes of courfc 
"Screened from their thunders by the wind- 
" ings of the hills, your bufinefs is to ftand 
** ready for them at every corner. There, 
** what I would have you do is, not to think 
^^* of (landing your ground; but only to let fly, 
" as near to them as you can, each man his 
" firft arrow, and then to make the beft of 
** your way to the'ncxtpoft* My dation (hall 
*' be at the Uft defile : there will be your lafl: 
*' place to rally at," Such was the difpofiti- 
on made by the experienced Chief, 

Soon as the Caftilians (hewed their heads In 
the firft defile, down poured on them a thick 
.flight of arrows : the bows difchargcd, the 
bowmen difappeared. This troop being pur- 
fued, anather and another ftarted up, which, 
after giving its difcharge, difperfed itfelf in 
like man nér> 

Pizarro, enraged to fee tlie enemy giving 
him the flip at every inftant, rulhed in upon 
fhem like lightning, commanding his horfe to 
follow him. The old Cacique had made pro- 
vifion for every contingency.* The Indians, 
asfoon as they heard the earth refounding un- 
der the horfes feet, betook themfelves to the 
two extremities of the valley : and the fqua- 
ffron, after an inefFeaual purfuit, found it- 

felf 
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felf affaîied by a ftorm of miffiles hurled by 
invilible hands. 

The Caililians, amîdft the lofs they now 
began to feel of their own blood, were lefs 
exafperated at their own wounds than the 
ftrokes which fell upon their horfes. Pizarro's 
had already felt an arrow pierce the thick 
covert of his mane. Galled to the quick by 
the dart which ftill continued fticking in the 
wound, he (hakes his bloody locks, he foams, 
he prances, and rears up on end with agony. 
Pizarro, in plucking out the arrow, Was tum- 
bled in the. duft. In an inftaiVt, however, 
calling to the beail with a voice that made the 
forells ring again, he awed the reftive quadru- 
ped into fubmiffion. Remounting, he order- 
ed half his party to alight, to climb the afcent 
fword in hand, and drive the Indians from the 
lietghts. ^ Jlis orders were obeyed : the Ijidjans, 
were attacked on all fides, and pfefently dif- 
perfed. 

The young Savages who were carrying the 
old Cacique, after a pretty long run finding 
thenifelves fatigued and out of breath, per- 
ceived that they muft fqon be lovertaken. 
Upon that tlie old man faid to them, *« Leave 
*• me. I have but a few days to live. It is 
^< not worth while to rob your children of 
*• their fathers, your wives of their hulbands, 
* «to 
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*< to fave me. Leave me then : and if my toa 
*< afks you why you left me, fay, it was [ that 
«* bid you-" 

" Thou art in the right," faid one of there : 
** Thou wert always the wifcft of men." At 
thefe words, laying him at the foot of a tree, 
Uiey embraced him weeping, and took tlieir 
flight into the woods. 

In a little time the Spaniards came up. The 
old man looked them in the face without fur* 
prife or fear. They alked him which way the 
Indians were gone off? Ho pointed to the 
woods. They a&ed him under what roof he 
lived ? He pointed to the fky. They propofed 
to him to let them take him up and carry him 
to his abode : he gave them an indignant look, 
and pointed to the ground. 

Solicitous to overcome this obftinate filence, 
they began with employing treachefi^uà caref- 
fes, thefe had no effeft. Next they betook 
tliemfelves to threats : he heard them uncon- 
cerned. Their impatience turned at laft to 
fury. They (hewed him, and made ready be- 
fore his eyes the preparatives of torture : he 
beheld them with contempt. ^* Fools !" faid 
he, with a fmile of bitternefs and difdaln, 
** they think to render death terrible to old 
" age, as if they could invent a greater evil 
«* tban decrepitude !" The Caftilians, no 

longer 
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longer able to endure thefe infylts, fattened 
him to a ftake, and kindled a flow fire all 
around him. 

The old man as foon as he felt the fire, 
fummoning up his fpirits, armed himfelf with 
ati inflexible refolution: his countenance, ani- 
mated by the glow of independence, bright- 
ened up, and took a caft of more than wonted 
dignity ; and thus he began his fong of death: 
** When firft I came into the world Pain got 
** hold on me, and I wept ; for I was then a 
*' child. I looked around me ; and behold { 
** all creatures fufFered ; every thing about 
** me was in a way to die ; yet could I not 
** help wifbing neither to fuffer nor to die; 
*« and, like a child as I was, I yielded myfelf 
*< to impatience. J became a man: then faid 
*« Pain to me, let us wrcftle together : if thou 
^> be the ftronger, I will yield ; but if thou let 
*« thyfelf be beat down, I will tear thee^ I 
*« will trample on thee, yea, and I will flap 
*' ray wings over thee, as the vulture over her 

*' prey. Shall it be fo ? faid I : begin then: 

*' fb we fet foot to foot. It is now fixty years 
•' fince the ftruggle firft began : and lo ! her^ 
<* am I ftill upon my ground, nor has it coft 
*« me yet a tear. I have feen my friends fal- 
'* ling by your hands: and my heart has ftifled 
«< all complaint. I have feen my fon crulhed 
*• before my face : nor yet has the water ftarted. 

Vol. LI *' ill 
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** ill my ejt%. What would Pain have of me 
^ more ? Knows flie i>ot who I am ? Behold, 
** fhe is come to grapple with me even now for 
^* the laft time.' fhe has fummoned up all her 
^ ftrength ; and does fliè thihlc to fliake ray 
** rcfolution ? I defy her with my lateft breath ; 
** yea, and 'laugh to fee her haften on that 
♦* death which will deliver me from her for 
<< ever. Does Ihe think to go on and fight it 
*« with my alhes? Vain tlioughtî The afties 
** of the dead are proof againft l>er fury. And 
** you, ye cowardsl you whom file -employs 
•* to prove me, you will live on:: you will be 
** a prey to Tier in your turns. Ye arc come 
** to ftrip and plunder us ; but ye will fight 
«* brother with brother over ^ur miferable 
*< fpoîls. Your hands firft drenched in our 
*« blood, will then befmear themfeives with 
** your own ; and your bones and our bones, 
<* fcattered pell-raeîl over our defolated fields, 
*« will make peace ; they will fleep together, 
*Vand mingle their dufl as if they 'had been 
** friendly bones. Meantime burn on, tear 
** on, make what ye can of this body which I 
<* now abandon' «to yoti: confumc the little 
** that rid age has left of it. See ye yon hun- 
*• gry birds that hover o'er our heads; ye«)b 
«< them of one meal: but ye keepn-eady for 
<* them another: It is your turn to day: but 
*< it will be theirs to-foorrow/* 

TJbttS 
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Thus fuiig the aged Warrior : and the more 
the pain encreafcd, the fiercer were his in- 
fults. A Spaniard, (Moralez was his name.) 
could nd )on2:er endure the inveftives of the 
Savage. The arms of the old Cacique, his 
bow and arrows, happened to lie by him. The 
Spaniard fnatched up the bo\v, and taking an 
arrow out of the quiver, difcharged it into his 
body. The Indian feeling that the MTOund 
was mortal, turned to Moralez with a look of 
calm difdatn: *' Ah! young man," he cried, 
*' young man ! thy impatience has loft thee a 
** fair occafion of learning how to fufFer." 
He expired ; and the Spaniards, ftruck with 
confternation, paffed the night in the woods, 
without being able to retrace their way. It 
was not till the morning, that by the help of a 
lignai given themby Pizarro, they rallied under 
his banners^ But it was then perceived that 
Heaven had chofen itfelf a viftim — Moralez, 
loft in the woods, appeared no more. 



CHAP. ^U 

J7 1 Z A R R O, in the midft of his difheart- 
ened a(fociatcs, ftill prefcrved e fliew of con- 
ftancy, concealing under a countenance of 
ferenity the gnawing cares that preyed upon 
1% hh 
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his bofem« But finding that if they ftaid, 
they had uo other option than that of perifh- 
ing by famine, or by the fhafts of the Savages, 
he and his people betook themfelves again to 
their fhips; and fetting fail went on in quefi: 
^f happier Chores* 

They now difcovered a pleafant and culti- 
vated country, in which every thing wore the 
face of peace and induftry : it was the coaft of 
Catamez, a rich, fertile foil but thinly peo- 
pled. The Spaniards landed: nor were the 
natives backward to fulfil in favour of thefe 
Grangers the natural duties of hofpitality. 
But they themfelves, «xpofed as they were to 
tte inroads of more powerful neighbours, 
owned to their gueûs, that their country was 
.not in a condition to afford thecn a very fecure 
retreat. ** Strangers,'' faid the Cacique, 
'< Nature^ who has made us mild and peacea- 
** ble, has given «« a fct of ferocious neigh- 
<« bour«: tell us if it be fo every where, that 
^* the good lie at the mercy of the wicked." 
*' In our country,*' anfwered Pizarro, *• Hea- 
^< ven in its bpuwty has united gentlenefs wirh 

*^* courage, and ftrength with probity." 

'« Go home again then," replied the Cacique^ 
fadly: ** for with us the good. are weak and 
<* fearful, the wicked' bold and powerful." 
Pizarro .took his word without difficulty, and 

retired 
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retired to a neighbouring iiland* ; thither, not 
long after, came Almagro» and brought foxne 
affiftance with him. 

Meantime affairs upon the Ifthmus had un« 
dergone a total change. Davil^ was unable 
to outlive the Ibame and afili£liori of being 
abandoned by his own fon. He gave up the 
ghoft in a fit of remorfe ai>d defperation. His 
fucceflbrf had fufFered himfelf to be perfuaded, 
that Pizarro*s aflbciates wilhcd for nothing fo 
much as to return ; and that it was only thro* 
a fenfelefs pride that their leader perfevercd 
in his inaufpicious enterprife. In that perfua* 
fion the new Vice-Roy fent out two (hips, under 
the command of a.Caftilian of the name of 
Tafur, to bring home as many as Ihould be 
witling. 

*At fight of thefe veflefs, when they were 
defcried advancing in full fail, Pizarro^s hçart 
leaped with joy : but this tranfport foon gave 
place to the moftprofovrndaflftiuiony 

'• I know not," faid he to Tafur, who had 
told him the order he was come with, *« I 
** know not what knave it is Who, to do mc 
** mifchlefy has taken upon him to fpeak for 
" my companions: but be he who he may, 
«« his ftory is an impofition. Thefe noble Caf- 
I 3 " tilians 

« Tbe Uand of Oallo. f Podro de loa Rk». 
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** tilians came with the fame expeAation thsfl 
•* I did, of encountering dangers, and raee^- 
^* ing with fatigues worthy to put their con- 
** fiancy to the trial. Had the cnterpiife been 
** work for cowards, it had been long ago ac- 
•* compliflied before us, and without us. The 
•• difficulty of it is a proof of its being refcrved 
•• for us: the danger of it, when furraounted^ 
•* will turn all of it to glory. It was throwing 
" a refleftion upon our friends, to intioiate 
•• to the Vice-Roy of the Ifthmus-their having 
" the nioft diftant thought to cover themfelves 
•* with diflionouf. For my part, I lay no 
-•• reftraint on any one/ Brave men, fuch as 
•• I believe all thefe to be, will have no other 
*• wirti than to follow me: and men without 
" hearts, if there be any fuch among us, are 
** not worth regretting, Let a line then be 
** drawn acrofs the middle of ray fliip. You 
^' fhall be at the head : I and my companions 
•* will be at the ftern. Thofe who have a mind 
•* to quit me, will have but one ftep to make 
•• from honor to difgrace.** 

Tafur accepted the propofal: and who can 
paint the aftonifhment and vexation of Pizar- 
jo, when he faw almoft all his people crofs to 
Tafur's fide ! Indignant, but flill firm and un- 
difturbed, he kept his eyes rivetted on them 
as he ftoQd. One of tl>em happened to return 
his look ; and reading in his countenance the 
. . marks 
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marks of » generous concern» mingled with 
thofe of an undaunted intrepidity^ he faid to 
thofe whom example had led away» ^ Caftr- 
** lians, do but fee what a man it is w^ are 
** abandoning I By Heavens, 1 cannot bear it. 
** No: i had rather die with that man there, 
'* than live with a fet of traitors. Farewell 
•* to yott !" With thefewofds he crofiedback 
to Piaarro's iide, and running* into his anos^ 
fwore never to quit him more. Afeon was 
this warrior's name. Some otbeis folfowed 
bis example: thefe indeed were the fmaller 
number:, but tbeic nnbappy Chief was but 
the more fenfibly touched by fo generous^ a 
proof of tlieir attachment.^ Againft* the de^ 
ferters neither reproach had efcaped him, nor 
complaint: but when he faw that twelve Caf- 
tilians were content to ftay with him, and offer 
him the facrifice of their lives, his heart gavo 
way to fbft emotions: he now embraced them ; 
and gratitude drew tears from him which no 
affliâion could extort. Thou, feeft,^' fays he 
to Tafut, «* ray veffel is eveii ready to fadl to 
•'pieces:, leave me one of thine." Tafur 
refufed him harfhiy; ** My orders are to bring 
•-* you back,**' fays he, if you think fit: but! 
•* can do no paore/*' 

*« And fo thca,*^" returned Pizarro, " fo ma^ 

** ny brave mca are to be forced to choofe 

" between dilhonor and dcftrudUon. .Away f 

I4 ••Ovir 
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" Our option is foon made : leave us only 
" fomc arras and amunition. Time may come 
<« when he who has fcnt thee will be afhamed 
•* of having thus abandoned us.^ 

At the fatal moment when Tafur fet fail 
and left the Ihore, Pis&arro was on^the point 
of giving himfelf up to the moft horrible deC 
pair. He faw himfelf al moft alone, on uni 
known fcas, and in a new world ; abandoned 
by his country, the fportof the elements, cx- 
pofed to the moft horrid dangers, at the mercy 
of a race of Savages, and doomed, asitfeemed» 
to live or die according to their plcafure. His 
mind ftood in need of all its ftrength, to bear 
itfclf up againft this blow. His companions^ 
collcÔed round him, maintained a melancho* 
ly filcnce ; and the Hero, to raife their funkcn 
courage, fummoned all his own. 

The firft thing he did was to draw them oiF 
the fhore, where they could not help follow- 
ing with their eyes the fails of Tafur : pufhing 
on, therefore, to the centre of the Ifland, 
** My friends,*' fays he, " let u« congratulate 
•* oUrfelves on our being rid of that throng of 
•• cowards ; fine féconds they would have made 
** to paen like us ! Courage, my noble friends ! 
•* The men whom I would myfclf have cho- 
** fen, Fortune has ftill left me. There are 
** few of us ; but we are all fteady, united', 

«• iudiflolubly 
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^* indiflblubly united, by friendfbip, conii- 
" dence, and misfortune. Doubt not but tlierer 
<* will come to us companions emulous of our 
'" glory : for from this moment the fame of it 
** is flying to the coafts we failed from : the de- 
•* ferters will fpread it far and wide. Yes, my 
^* friends, happen what may, thirteen men 
" who, left without affiftance on thefe un- 
" known coafts, in the midft of a Savage peo- 
" pie, perfift in the refolve to conquer, are 
*• already fure of at leaft one thing, which is 
** glory. And pray^ what is it that brought 
** us here? Tlie noble ambition of rendering 
•* our names immortal I ImmorLiil then they 
" are. The event is from henceforth a mat- 
*• ter of indifference H^ppy or miferable, 
•* one thing will at Icaft be uidifput^hle ; our 
** having given tlit^ wo rid an hitherto unex- 
f* ampled proof of ipirit and intr<?pîdîty. For 
"our parts, let us pUy our country for pro - 
** ducing fucli a fet of cowards , but let us con- 
*• gratulate one another on the luftre our ho- 
'' nor will receive from their difgrace. After 
** all, what is it we are rilking ? Life ! a hun- 
*♦ dred and a hundred times we have been la- 
*^yifh of it for a trifle: but before we lofe it, 
«♦ there areilill ways in which we may employ 
*< it to tlie advantage of our fame. Let us 
•* begin with fecuring ourfelves an afylum 
** lefs expofed to the furprifes of the Indians. 
••* Li this place we Ihould be in want of every 
I 5 " thing. 
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* thing. The Ifland of Gorgona is fertile 
and uninhabited: the appearance of it is 
** formidable» and the approaches dangerous. 
*^ The Indians dare not attempt it ; let us 
•* make hafte and get poffeffion of it: à fitter 
** retreat for thirteen men abandoned and fe- 
** vcred from the world, is not any where to 
•* be found. 

The Ifland of Gorgona was well fuited to 
its name. It was one of the mo^ hideous 
ipedtacles in nature. A ity perpetually load- 
ed with thick clouds, winds blufterihg, thun- 
ders roarings lightning blafliiig, rains and 
hail-ftones pouring; mountains overgrow» 
with dreary fcreiis; the crowded trees hiding 
the ground with a deep mafs of rotten leaves,' 
the fpoils of as^cs, and virith their entangled 
branches forming a tiiick matting impejietr^- 
ble to the light ; miry hoUows, drenched incef-: 
fan^Iy by impetuous torrents ; fliores ftrewed 
thick with breakers, battered by the foaming 
waves; the winds whiftling through the wilds, 
fometimes like the howling of wolves, fome- 
times like the yell of tygers ; enormous fer- 
pents crawling on the moift grafs of the marlh- 
e$, or with their vaft coils embracing thç 
branches of the trees ; thick fwafms of vene- 
itious infeas which, engendered by a ftagnant 
air, were buzzing about every where in fearch 
of prey : fuch was Uie fc^ne prcfented by the 

Ifland 



THE I N C AS- 1J9 

Ifland of Gorgana ;. fuch was the ftation to 
which Pizarro and his compaaioiis betooku 
themfeLves for refuge. 

They were all (hocked at the afpeft of this^ 
black abode ; nor could Pizarro himfelf hel{> 
ihuddering : but he had no other choice. His 
veflel would not have held together for a lon- 
ger run. Upon landing, he did his utmofL 
therefore to dilguife, under an appe^uance oC 
joy, the horror that had feized him. 

His firft care was to pitch upon a rîfing, 
ground, where the earth was never overflow- 
ed, and which, by its vicinity to the fea».^ 
might enabrèbim to make fignak to any vcf-' 
fels that fhould* appear, fn l^ite of t^e moif- 
ture of the trees with which the hill was co- 
vered, he made an opening through them by 
fire. A ffrong wind fet it a-blaze; and the^ 
furamit of the hill was cleared. Pizarro fixied' 
his quartern there, built huts, and furrouudcd* 
them with an inclofure.. 

"Friends,'* faid he, *♦ it is goodfor us to* 
"be here. Here nature is wild indeed, bat 
•* Ihe is fruitful. The woods are peopled wiilv 
••■ birds; the fca abounds' in fifh ; frelh water 
•* runs in plenty from the mountains. Among* 
** the fruits^ which nature offer us, there are 
•* fome nourifhing encKigh toferve us inftead 
« of bread. The air indeed is moift in th^j 

" vaWeys 
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** valleys below» but it is lels fo on this emi- 
" iience; and our continual fires will dry it 
" more and more. Sheltered by thick roofs' 
*• of foliage, we may bid defiance to the wind 
** and rain. As to thofe black ftorms, they. 
*• are a moft magnificent fpeôade, and ferve 
** to entertain us: for Nature never Ihews 
** herfelf in fuch majefty, as when fhe clothes 
" herfelf with terrors. Here Ihe is truly aw- 
** ful. There is a fomething almoft fuperna- 
** tural in' this fublime diforder ; fomething 
** that, while it elevates, infpires the foul 
" with firmnefs, Yes, my friends ! omr vifit 
" to this romantic region will have given a 
** fublimitj and energy to our fentiments, ex- 
•* ceeding every thing we could othcrwife have 
*« conceived. To fuftain the fliock of thefe 
** rough elements is the only trial that was yet 
** wanting to our courage. Meantime, think. 
•* not they will be always thus at war with us j 
" we Ihall fee fercner days: then, while the 
" winds and tempclls are at peace with us, 
" the care of our fubfiftence will not be fo 
** much a toil to us, as an intereftin^ and 
** amufingexercife.'* 

By fuch difcourfes did Pizarro^try to throw 
a veil of comfort over the horrors of this dif-* 
mal fcene. Imagination, which poifons the 
greiiteft comforts pf life, can fomctimes foften- 
the fe verity of the greateft evils. * 

The 
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The Caftîlîans had foon built a kind of 
barque, in which, whenever the fea was calm^ 
they took the profitable amufemcnt of fifhing 
with great fuccefs. Game was not lefs plenty ;, 
for fuch animals as are of a timorous and in«{ 
oflenlive kind, before they have learnt tot 
know Man for what he is, feem to look on; 
him as their friend. In this confidence, they 
fail readily into his fnares, and meet, as it 
were, the mortal blow. It is not till after- 
they have a thoufand timçs experienced his* 
perfidy and malice, that they learn to dread. 
his approach, ^nd teach one another to fiy. 
before their common enemy. 

Three. months had elapfed, and Pizarro and 
his companions had not yet feen the leaft ap*,. 
pearance of a (hip. Their eyes inceffantly^ 
dîreûed towards the north, wearied themfelyes 
in roaming o'er the vaft folitude of a bound- 
lefs ocean. Day after day hope revived and.* 
died again in their diftraéled bofoms. Pizarpo , 
alone kept up their fpirits, and animated them, 
to conftancy. " Patience !'* he would be fay- , 
ing every now and then : ** we muft give ouç, 
*« friends time to provide for every thing. I,, 
«* am lefs afraid of their flownefs thah of their,, 
«* impatience. The veflel I expeâ will have , 
'* fet out too foon, if it comes with a hafty levy ^ 
" of ill-chofen recruits; if it brings me good 
" men, it is Well worth flaying for.** 

He 
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He.hîmfelf, however, was far enough from 
poffeffing that confidence he was endeavour- 
ing to infpire into his friends. The badnefe 
of the climate, its unavoidable influence upon 
thdr health, thedeftruftionof his veflcl, bat- 
tered inccflantiy and alraoft beat to pieces by 
Ac waves ; the uncertainty, and ac beft the 
probable weaknefs of the reinforcement he 
was expeôing; his prefcnt condition, a ftill 
itoore terrible profpeft of futurity r all this put 
together, formed in hii mind a black and 
dKfmai cloud of refieâions, which left room^ 
ooly at fhort intervals, foe a faint ray o£ 
hope. 

HÎÇ friends, lefs refolute than he, were wea.* 
Tied out with fuffering. The unwholfome 
datnpnefs of the air they breathed, depofited 
in their vitals the feeds of a contagious lan- 
guor : and their courage dimiiiifheddaily witk 
their ftrength. *• All we alk for,'* faid they,. 
** is a milder, and fomewhat lefs unwholfome 
••' climate. For Heaven^s fake, then, let us 
•*' breathe ; let us fave ourfelve* from the ina- 
'* lignant influence of tins pestilential air : let 
" us go try whether we cannot find men either 
•* to tame or fight with.- £f we niuft die, let 
'* us fee fome enemy, however, on whom we 
" xnay give vent to our expiring rage.*' 

Pâarro 
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. Pîzarro yielded to thefe intrcaties: he fct 
tliem accordingly to work in building a bark» 
In order once more to pay a vifit to the maia 
land. But in the niidft of their talk, while 
they were working at it with the greateft ar- 
dour^ one of them, in looking out from an 
elevated part of the Ihore, thinks he fpies a 
fail. He gives a fhout of exultation and 
furprife: all eyeç are prefently bent lovyards 
tlîc north. At firft it is but a faint appearancic ;^ 
they arc afraid of its being a miftake : they, 
doubt whether what they have taken for a failj^ 
may not after all be nothing but a cloud: 
tliey flill keep watching: and little by little 
hope, asitgainsilrength, gets the upper hand 
of fear; even as the cncreafing light pierces 
the nodurnal gloom» and diiHpàtes it at the 
dawn of day. At length all uncertainty is at an 
end: they diftinguilh the fails: they defcry 
the deck: and that ihore which till then had 
nothing but groans and lamentations to re- 
peat, now rui^ again with Ihouts of joy. But 
the veffel» when it came to land, foon put a 
period to thefe tranfports. The failors it wa^ 
manned with were the only fuccours: and 
what diftreffed Tizzrto more, he himfelf was 
recalled, with peremptory orders for his re- 
turn. I^or a moment he was almoft befide 
himfelf with vexation. •* What," cried he, 
** and do tliey grudge us even the melancholy 

** honor 
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*• honor of dying on thefecoafts?" Thenreco* 
vering again bis refolution,** we'll conjc back/* 
fays he, ** however, nor will I quit this coall 
'^ till I have found out a place for landing/^ 
Before he left Gôrgona he refolved to leave 
behind him a monument of his renown. He 
wrote upon a rock, at the foot of which the 
waves were beating: "Here thirteen men 
(mentioning their names) " abandoned by all 
** nature, experienced that there are no evils 
*• but what courage may furmount. Let him 
•* then who will venture every thing, learn to 
** fuifer every thing/* 

Upon that, embarking on board the vcflel 
that had been brought them, they pulhed for-^ 
Ward as far as the coaft of Tumbez. 



CHAP. XVIL 

X HERE, every objeathalpreftnteditfelf; 
to their eyes, befpoke ^ a peqpte ind^i^flripus: 
and wealthy. Pi^arro gs^ve thçfc «people, to 
underftand, that he wilhed to cultivate their 
friendihip: and prefently he faw them in- 
crowds aliç^biiug upon the ihorc, . ^oon after. 
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be foQnd his yeflel furrotinded with raft&^U* 
den with prefcnts of corn, fruit« and Ht]jBOf$i 
in veflels of pure gold» Struck with the %tf 
ncTofity and magnificence of this hofpitabW 
and friendly people, Pizarro congratulated 
himfelf on having met at laft with men : but 
what delighted his companions was, that they 
had found gold. 

The Indians, void of diftruft as well as ar- 
tifice, prefled the Caftilians to land. Pizarro 
confcnted: he gave liberty to two, and but 
two, of his people to go on fhore, Candia and 
Molina. Scarce were they landed, when they 
found themfelves environed by a crowd of 
people welcoming and careffing.them. The 
Cacique. himfelf Ikcwed them into the town^ 
introduced them into his palace, and condu&f 
ed them from houfe to houfc through the 
dwellings of his happy fubjcfts. This bencr 
volent people received them as a friend, after 
a long abfence, would receive his friehd j and 
with the open uiifufpeôing confidence of 
children, made an officious difplay of thofe 
riches, \yhich, could they but have knowa 
the confequence, they would have buried. .. 

" What can be more aiFeaing,*' faid Moli- 
na, ** than the amiable innocence of this 
" good people ?"— " Yes, indeed, a fimpleho- 

" aeil 

^. Thefe fifts were what they call Balzas. 
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V neil fort of folks enough,^ faid Candia, as 
he was taking a plan of the town» and the 
walls that were about it: ** I don't think but 
*« we Ihould find h eafy enotigh to deal with 
" them."' The Indians, quite enchanted with 
the ingenious art by which his hand was trac- 
ing, as it were, the fliadow of their walls, 
thought they could never enough admire this 
feeming prodigy. They little fufpefted the 
perfidy that was couched under it* •* WhsTt 
** is it you are about ?'* demanded Alonzo. 
•* 1 am examining, '^^ anfwered Candia, " where 

" it may be bed for us to attack them/* 

•* Attack them? Whatf the very moment 
«♦ they are heaping kiadneflfes^ upon you ; at 
•* the very time they are putting themfelves 
•• into your hands, without miftruft and upon 
"the faith of hofpitality ; is it poffible you 
•• can be meditating the black projeft of a 
•'treacherous attack? Can you befobafe?'* 
•* And you,*^^ fàîd Candia, " can you be fiict 
** a fool as ta think that people crofs the fcas, 
^ and come from one end of the world to 
*• another, to whînc like children about the 
** innocence of a parcel of fiHy Savages?. Yes, 
** we Ihould make fine conquefts, truly, with 

** your moral notions!" ►** Poffibly," faid 

Alonzo : •« vBut pray is it Pizarro that puts you 
«« upon making of tbis plaj)?^'— — The very 

««feme/' «* That's what I cannot help 

*' doubting.'* 
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" doubting.*'^—" Sir, yow infult mc."— " I 
'^ have too good an opinion of liiin to believe 
" you.** This faid, the knpetaotis young roan 
Ihatcbed the drawing out of Cai>dia*$ hands« 

On a fadd^n darting at each other a reCent* 
All k>oky they p'ufhed the crowd aiide : and i» 
an inftant^ their fwords glittered like light- 
ning in their valiant hands. The Savages^ 
taking it all for play» applauded at firft, wKh. 
looks of delight and iigna of unaffeûed won- 
der, the dexterity with which they pufhed 
and parried one another's thrufis* But pre- 
fently after feeing the blood begin to run> 
they Ihrieked aloud with terror and diftaefs ;, 
and their King» running in between the com* 
bâtants, cried out» ** Hold, hold 1 what is it 
** you are doing.? my gueft. . . My friend.. . .s 
^ thy brother I do but fee there. . . tby bro- 
ther's, biood* Invnediately the whole coui^ 
pany ran in ispon thexn, Uid hold of them», 
difarmed tbeixi^ and cariied them back on 
board the veiTeL 

Pizarro, when he. had. been informed of 
their quarrel, gave them both a reprimand; 
but notwithftandingthe pains he took to make 
it appear as if he meant to treat tbem^ both 
on the fame footing, Alonzo thought he could 
perceive that Candidas conduâ was approved 
at bottom. This thought threw him into a 

deep 
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deep chagrin. He called to mind the counfcU 
of the virtuous Anchorite : he retraced in idea 
the fufFerings of the old Indian they had- 
burnt; th.e unjuft and deftruûive war that 
had been waged againft that people ; the gree« 
dtnefs his companions bad betrayed at the 
fight of the gold. In Ihort» when be came to 
confider the paft, it prefentcd^ him with no 
better profpeft than that of miuder and rapine 
for tlie future ; and from that moment he re- 
pented he bad engaged fo Cac. 

As he. was adored by the Indians, he was 
the man whom Pizarro mod commonly ap« 
pointed to fee to the providing what was ne^ 
ceflary for the fhip. One day that he came 
on fhorei the good people received him with 
fuch tender and unaffeAed marke of friend-' 
fhip, that he could not help burfting into 
tears. ** In a few months, perhaps,'* faid he to 
himfelf, *< thefe fruitful banks, thefe rich paf- 
*« tures, thefe wclUtilled fields will be all laid 
**wafte: the bands that cultivate them will 
** be loaded with chains : thefe fociable, inof- 
" fenfive creatures will be flaughtered by thou- 
«•fands; and the reft reduced to the moft 
" frightful flavery, will perifh miferably in 
** the ruinsi. Innocent, unhappy people ! No, 
" I never can abandon you to deftruflion : I 
** feel royfclf attached to you, as it were, by 
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•* an invincible charm. No, furely . . . , ne* 
*• ver can it be faid that I betray ray country, 
** by oppofing the ruffians who diftionor her, 
•' and by endeavouring to eflabli(h her an em- 
** pire in men's hearts." Such was his refo- 
lution ; he accordingly communicated it to 
Pizarro in thefe words : «« I love the Indians ; 
•* I (hall ftay among them : their upright, be* 
" nevolcnt manners have won my heart. Fare- 
*"* well ! you will find in me a friend and medi- 
** ator, if you refpeft the Laws of Nature in 
*• iheir favour : an enemy, if by rapine and 
" bloodfhed you violate thofe facred Laws." 

Pizarro, concerned to lofc Alonzo, fent to 
prefs him to return. He was found in the 
mi^ft of the Savages, informing their reafon, 
and amufing himfclf with their innocent en- 
dearments. ** Tell Pizarro," faid h^ to thofe 
who brought the meflage, *' what you have 
** feen ; and let my example teach hinx, that 
^* the fureft means of captivating thefe peo- 
** pie, are juftice and beneâcence.^' 

One of Pizarro's gïeateft regrets at quitting 
thefe coafis was, the leaving behind him this 
gallant young man. But Alonzo had never 
felt himfelf happier than at this moment. 
Stationed among a people wbofc manners w^re 
all gentlenefs and iimplicity, his mind was 
calm, and free from every ftprm of paffion : 

he 
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he breathed the pure air of innocence: he 
heard them with pleaiure celebrate the virtues 
of the Iiicas, children of the Sun, and de« 
fcribe» as the effeâ of their beneficence, the 
happy revolution brought about in the man- 
ners of the people, at the time that by reafon, 
more than by force of arms, the Incas had 
brought them to follow their worfliip and their 
laws. Alonzo, in his turn^ endeavoured to 
give them a notion of our cuftonis and man- 
ners, of the progress made by us in knowledge, 
t>f the wonders efFcfted by our arts. All this 
filled them with aftonifhmcnt. The Cacique 
alked him, what it could have been that en- 
gaged him to feparate bimfelf from his friends, 
and to ftay behind tipon thefe coafts. ** Thofe 
" with whom I came," replied Alonzo> **fai<i 
** to me. Come, let us go and try what good 
** we can do to the inhabitants of the New 
** World: and fo I followed them. I have 
^ fince found they thought of nothing but 
" how to do you mifchief : and fo I left them.'* 
He then told them the oocafion of his quarrel 
with Candia. The Indian was penetrated with 
the moil lively gratitude. He kept looking 
him in the face with an air of foft and tender 
admiration: and he faid in a kind of whifpef, 
**' Yes, he is, indeed ! he is more worthy of it 
<* than I am.'* Thé hour of fleep approach- 
" cd ; the Cacique took his leave of Alonzo^ 

but 
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bat as lie went away, he could not help look^ 
ing back every now and then, and lifting up 
his hands to Heaven. 

The next nîornîng he came to vilît his 
gueft at funrife. *• Awake," faid he, •* King 
•* of Tumbcz ] Awake," fays he to Alonzo» 
prefenting him with lus diadem and his arms ; 
** Here, take my crown; I have thought well 
** of it: it is^no nvore than what I owe thee, 
** I have thy valour and thy goodnefs, it is 
true: but I have not thy wifdom^. Take 
then my place, reign over us. . I will be thy 
firft fubjed. I can have no doubt but that 
^ the Inca •will approve of it." Alonto, àf- 
tonifhed to fee in a Savage fuch a mixture of 
modefty and magnanimity, faw, what pride is 
ignorant of^ that true ^reatnefs and fimplicity 
are near allied, and that tt muft be extraordi-^^ 
nary, if an upright heart is not accompanied 
by an elevated mind. He returned thanks to 
the Cacique, and faid to him, " Thou art 
^* good and Juft : thou haft certainly thy peo- 
«• pie's love : let them net iofe their King. 
*< Other cares demand ibc attentioii of thy 
♦•friend." 

In a little time after, the Cacique fent 
round for the moft favoured mothers, thofe 
whofe happinefs it was to have the faireft 
daughters. The good women came leading 



tça T H E 1 N C A S. 

the maidens by the hand, and drove who 
Ihould be the firft to offer her daughter to 
Alonzo. ** Here," faid one of them» *« take 
•* now this good girl : Ihe fpins to perfeôîon ; 
** ftie has made fome of the fineft cloth thou 
** canft imagine. She is affeâionate, fhe will 
•* love thee. Every morning as fhe wakes flie 
** fighs after a hufband ; and the moment ihe 
'• faw thee, thou wert the very man Ihe longed 
•* for. All my children have been comely ; 
*• hef's willTje ftill more fo ; for thou will be 
•* their father: and never did we, any of us, 
" fee a man like thee." 

Molina would have made no difficulty of 
yielding to the charms of beauty, innocence, 
and love« But to take a female companion 
was to engage himfelf : and hisdefigns required 
a heart at liberty. He had learned of the Ca- 
cique that in a country beyond the mountains 
two Incas, two fons of the Sun, poflefled be- 
tween them a vaft empire : and from that mo- 
ment he had formed a refolution to pay a vifit 
to their refpcflive courts. ** The Inca, who 
•« is King of Cufco," faid the Cacique, «< is 
'" haughty and inflexible : he has made him- 
** felf feared among hispeopfe. The King of 
^* 'Quito is of a milder difpoiîtîan; he has 
«* made himfelf adored. I am of the number 
«< of thofe Caciques whom his father fubjeft- 
** ed to his fupremacy.** 

* Alonzo 
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Alonzo begged of his friend, tkeCacîqu6>. 
to fupply him with two trufty guides to fliew 
him the way to Quito. The Cacique wpuld 
fain have kept him ftill. •* What," fays he, 
*' and art thou then refolved to leave us? 
** Where is the place thou wilt be more Ipved, 
** more reverenced than here ?*'——.<« My ér- 
** rand,'* faid Alonzo, " is to make provifion 
** for thy fccurity, and to engage the Inca to 
** join with me in taking meafures for thy de* 
" fence ; for thy enemies will not be long be- 
** fore they return : but be thou not alarmed» 
<* I will come my felf at the head of the In - 
** dian forces to your affiftance." This gene»* 
rofity afFefted the Cacique beyond expreffiont 
tears were the only anfwer he could give. He 
chofe out himfelf the two guides as his friend 
haddefiredhim: and thus accompanied, Alon- 
20 traverlîng the valleys, followed the banks 
of the river Dola that takes its fourcc towards 
the north. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

^/T^FT E R a fatiguing walk they were got 
pretty near the Line, and were about to paft 
a torrent that falls into the River of Emeralds, 
when Alonzo obferved his two guides change 
Vol. I. K countenance 
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countenance on a fudden, then talk tôgetlrer 
wîtli great appearance of agitation. He alked 
them what it was difturbed them? " Look 
** tiierc,*' fahd one of them, " joftover yon- 
** dcr mountain! fccft thou that black fpot 
*< tliere in <hc ïky ? It will foon get bigger 
** and bigger, and mak^ a /rightful ftorm.*^ 
Infadt, a few 'moments afterwards, the fpot 
began to fpread, and the fumroit^f the moun- 
tain was foon covered with a black «cloud. 

The. Savages made hafte to pafe the torrent. 
One of them fwara acrofs, and made faft to 
tjic oppofite Ihore a long band of wicker- 
wprJc*, to which Alonzo being fufpended in a 
ba&et of the fame materials, wasfwiftly towed 
acrofs: the other Indians followed bim : and 
at th« fame inflant a hollow «lurmur gave 
warning as a fignal of' the war the adverfe 
winds were about to wages, All on a fudden 
their fury began to fhew itfelf by frightful 
whiûling^. Tliick xlarknefs fpread its mantle 
ro'ex the earth ^i^d heaven:: die lightning pierc- 
ing thro' this veil, ferved only to make its black- 
j\eis fee m the more intejife ; a thoufand peals 
€f{ thunder, reverberating from an inimenfe 
chain of mountains, made a roaring whkh 
feemed to grow loader and then fainter by 

altexnate 



* Thçfe bridges, if fiich they may he called, arc common ia 
Peru, and are called Tarahites, 1 hey aie made of a ve^et4>Ie 
«iiich has the fiexibility of our oficrs. 
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alternate fits, like that of the fea when agi* 
tated by a Ûorin. The mountain, unable to 
relift the united fhock of the thunder and the 
winds, tottered and yawned with many a hi- 
deous chafm ; from whence gufhed out, with 
a mighty noife, fo many impetuous torrents. 
The affrighted animals were flying every where 
out of the woods into the plain ; and by the 
glimmerings of the lightning the pale travel- 
lers might behold the lion, the tyger, the 
lynx, and the leopard trembling like them* 
felves. in the common peril that threatened 
all animated nature, ferocity was forgotten : 
terror had made .Xhe fiercell of them tame. 
One of Âlonzo's guides had in bis fright gained 
the projeâing corner of a rock. A cataraâ: 
pouring down from a higher part of the moun- 
tain undermined this projection, and carried 
it away : the Indian, as he was clinging to it, 
•was tumbled with it down the flood. The 
other Indian thought he had found fafety in 
a hollow tree : but a column of fire, the fum«- 
mic of which loft itfelf in the clouds, itriking 
upon the tree^ confumed it with its unfortU/» 
nate inhabitant. 

Mean time Molina was wafting his ftrefiglh. 
ill wreftling with the violence of the waters j 
he kept groping about in the dark, laying 
hold fomctimes of the brandîtes, fometimes 
-of the root$ of trees that happened to fall in 
Ka his 
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his way!, without a thought about his guides, 
ivithout any other fentîment, in fhort, than 
that of felf. prefer vation: for there arc nio- 
meats of aiFright when coznpaffion lofes all 
its influence, and when the wretch» abforbed 
in the thought of his own danger, has no 
feeling but for himfelf. 

At length be fcrtmbled, ftill creeping on 
all fours, to the houom of a craggy rock. 
There, by the favour of the lightning, he 
fpied.a deep and dreary cavern, the fight of 
twhicli would at any other moment liave ftruck 
him wi>th affright. Cove^red over with bruifes^ 
«xhaufted with fatigue, he crawled in, and 
threw himfelf down at the bottom of the cave ; 
and he had but jâft time to render tl>anks to 
Heaven before fenfipition left him. 

The florm at kngth fiubfided; the thunder 
and the winds ceafed to drive agaihft the 
mountain ; the torreutâ^ abating of their ra- 
pidityj ceafed to roar, and Molina, began to 
isQl. the balm of ileep infinuating itielf into 
his veins. But a noife^ more terrible than 
that of the tempeft, ftruck his ear the inftant 
h«V\vas aboâit to yield himfelf to tliat kindly 
influence. ' ■ , • ' 

. ' This noife, refembling the rattling of peb- 
ides> came from a multitude of iexpents, wbo^ 

lik« 
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like him^ had taken this cavera for tbetr place 
of refuge. The roof of it was covered with 
them: there iaterlaced, one with another m 
knots^ they made^ whene^ei' tbey mov^d, %\k»t 
fearful no^fe,^ the. nature of which he> was 
not long in recolleâing. He well knew that 
the venotn of thefe ferpents wa» the moft fub<- 
tie of poifons;. that it kindles^ in an in{kan^9 
in every vein à devouring fire, which con* 
fumes, in^ the mtdft of intolerabl,e agpnie^ 
fhe wretch wbal>as the misfortune, to experi*. 
ence their bite. He heard t}ieai, as he thought^ 
at every înftant ^ he fancied he felt them craw^ 
ling about )iim ;. he imagined he could iFee 
them fometimes hanging over his head, fome- 
times twined one upptv another, and ready to 
dart upon him with confederated rage. His 
e^aufled courage fai4«d him ;. 'hi» blood diiK 
led ill his veins: fcarce did lie dare to d/aw 
bis breath.. Should he attempt to crawl oprt 
of the cavç, .1^ was afraid of grafping^ ov 
treading upoa one of thefe horrid reptiles» 
Now trpmbling at every joint ;. then for foipc 
tjme infranced» as it were, and motionlefs, 
iurrbvjndpd all the while, as he knew Vimfe]^ 
to be>, ^y ajthoufand deaths, he pafled a Ipng 
BÎght in the moft cruel agonies, wifhing, yet 
âreaiiing, to fee Ifg/it again : reproaching, him- 
felf for the terror that rivetted him to his (eat, 
and making; continual, but ineffectual effôtt^ 
to get the better of his wéaknéft. '^''' '■' 

Ks The 
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The iday when at lafi'it came to break, 
fhewed him how far his fears were from being 
gronndlefs. He then faw all the danger he had 
before only apprebi^nded. He had, however, 
ho choice to nniké, but either to get out or 
die. He gathered up with difficulty the little 
flrength he had left; he raifcd himfelf up 
foftly, and with his hands refted upon his qui- 
*vering knees, be tottered out of the cave* 
pale and haggard tike a fpeâre out of a tomb. 
The- fanïe ftorm which had thrown him îatê 
tliis danger, prefervcd him under it ; for thé 
Serpents bad been as much frightened as him- 
felf: and it is the inftinâ of all animals, to 
^iay afide all mifchicTous propenfities while 
their attention is engaged by danger. 

A mild and pleafant day feemed to offer 
comfort to Nature for the ravages of the nri^t. 
The earth, as if efcaped from fhi pwreck, evc- 
tj where wore the appoatancc of a ^i^ck. 
Forefts, which the evening before raifed their 
heads among the clouds, were now laid fow 
upon ,the ground: others, bereft of their 
leaves, feemed to ftand up on end with hot* 
Tor. Great hills, which Alonzp had feen va- 
rying their furface with a gentle curvature, 
now rent into gaps and precipices, fhcwed him 
their tattered fides. Ancient trees, torn up 
^y the roots, and precipitated from the tops 
of the mountains; the pine-tree,^ the palm^ 

the 
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theguyacum^ theeaobo, the cedar, ihretched 
out and fcait^red on the plain» covered U with 
their bruifed trunks and fhattered. branches. 
Broken crags*of rocks marked the tracks of the 
torrents: their deep bed was bordered by a 
frightful niuUitode of animals of all forts, 
wild^ domeflic, gentle, fierce^ that had been 
Xwallowed up and di^orged agaîti bj tb&cui:« 
cent. 

Mean time, the waters Iiavuig run oiF, fuf- 
ftred the woods and the plains to revive agaiu 
under tlie rays of an enlivening fun. The 
heavens féemed' to have made peace again 
with the earth, and to be fmfling upon her in 
token of favopr and reconciliation. Every 
thing that ftill breathed, began once more to 
enjoy life: the birds and ,the favage beafls 
had already forgotten their affright ; for a 
prompt oblivion of evils is a prefent Natufc 
lias given tbam> and which ûie has denied to 
man« , > 

The heart of Alonzo, cramped' as it bad 
been by fufFcring and afFrrghr, began to open 
itfelf once more to the emotions of glîadhefs. 
But no iboner had his fears for himfeTf fubfi* 
ded, than he began to tremble for his compa- 
nions. He called aloud to them with repeated 
fhouts: his eyes looked for them in vain ; he 
could fee \\o more of them: and echo- gave 
K4 him 
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him hts only anfwcr. " Alas !" he cried 
«* my guides! my friends! are ye perilhcd 
•* then ? arc ye gone for ever ? Yes : it is cer- 

** tainly all over with them : and mc what 

*• will become of me ?" The young man at 
thcfe words, thinking himfelf marked out for 
inevitable àalîTmity, fell once more into def- 
pondencè. To complete his misfortunes, he 
could no longer find the little provifion they 
bad brought with them, and of which the 
want became now to be made fenfiblc to him 
by the cxiiauftion of his ftrength. Nature 
fupplied the lofs: the mango-tree, the bana- 
na, and the oca, gave him food*. 

As far as his eyes could carry him, Ik kept 
lookihg out for fome inhabited fpot : he could 
find no figns of any fuch thing : his refolution 
funk within him. At length he difcovcred a 
path made betweert* two mountains. Happy 
to find once more the traces of mankind, 
hope and joy rekindled in his bofom- The 
darknefs of the way, overhung» as it was,, by 
rocks that fçarce left a narrow crevice through 
which the light could infinuate itfelf,' had no- 
thing of terror in it now. The inflinft which 
drew him in queft of a place where he hoped 
to find his fellow-creatures, haftened his'fteps, 
and rendered him. infenfible to fatigue and 
dangçn Having reached at laft the termina- 
tion 
* The Oca is a kind of favory root. 
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tibn of thi^da(rk'c}p61ie,r be <jlifcpyf red aicbaixi-^ 
paign country, iiiterfpericd here and thçre 
with huts, and flocks of Iheep* He now took 
bteaih ; ai¥d^ ^4Cbu{)lifteâMhands,\pQaredforth. 
hid fdîll in thaaks^to li£«nr«i». c r ^ ^ 

- Scftvce haid be mafip hl^/appearacqce^ wb^i^ 
Ibe I Savagt iaUafakaaxdt; came â^d fprrounde^ 
hinfi with. IhotilSvamd ot^berl^xptëffions <>f ex«' 
vltationy winch. J2ie toiok for infarks: of wel*- 
eémt, Hè weotuptor tbfim with open hrms ; 
t« fought in vaio^ JÉ^oIffiyeti, i|i the^r.copiKe-::' 
iMnoeSy for tbofe >mar)^.éf iîiivple poaffdâed^ 
fweetnefs that viI«b¥ fo tifiWe.ia fhofe pf the 
^opie of TxMpi)ç^2 evça, their ftrjje^ haet 
fi^ine thing: ghajUy. in it:, tb^ir looks ij^t^ed^ 
to have rhfore of .ûw^ii>g, jlj^n of cuwî^fity r 
and their manner of accofting him, for all 
they madefo mocfb of hinn, had aii tmdefcfib- 
able fomething..in it that ^a& liorriblé. .Aion^ 
zo,. however, prut hiài&lf without referve in* 
to their bands^ . " Indians,'^ fatdthe^ ♦* 14n^ a^ 
•J ftrangeTj but I ana o»ne who loves yotif. j^Yout 
<^ will uke pity^ I bopte, on «he defointexon-* 
*''dilion in .^hich y^bifepme.'* As be was* 
ipe'aking he fouild WmM f lostàiévf ithihu^i 
ftleà Mbe fliotfls tff îerfultkatîbrPfHêft tedt>ubltTd',' 
and life was »è* 'ob tof^die viflag^i- The Wo- 
men c'artie out of theif htils to meet him;* 
with their- child reii in tl^eir bartds. They 
fi6ek<éd TdundJlK ftilke t^ which MôUna'Wai' 
KS foon 
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foon ti«d : and in this company he whs left 
a -while. 

. He now faw plainly th^ . he was fallen 
among a tribe of JMnteaterSt . Wbço they tied 
his hands— *— they performed the ceremony of 
Itripping htm» a faîd preluée to bis.appvrach* 
ing fate ! In this condition he. beard tbe^ Sava- 
ges going backwards 4ind forwards through the 
village, inviting one anotiier to the feaft; 
and the fongs of the woioen, who kept di^ 
verting themfelves and dancing round hiniv 
Jtiade no fecret to' him of what was about to 
happen. ** Children,*^ faid they, ♦* come fing 
•« away I yoiiT father» have met :with a good 
•' prey. Sing away, you little rogues : yon 
•* Ihall all of you have your ihare/' - «^ 

While they were thus rejoicing, the unhap- 
py Alonzo, pale and trembling, kept looking 
at them with much the fame fort of eye as a 
flag beholds the. dogs with, juft as he has been 
run ' down. . Nature, however, . was ilronp 
enough to make one iaft effort: he fummonc* 
up the little fire ngth his feac had left him, 
and thus addErefled himfelf to the female Sa« 
vagcs : r Mothers,*' iaid he, " when your 
•♦ children are hanging at yout brcafts, and 
*« their father is fondling them, and ftniling 
" on you with the fmile of love, fhould you 
" Jlol think it hard, we^e any one to come 
il ♦* and 
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<' and tear to pieces tltie father and the child 
'^ before your faces, as: fG are going to teas 
** me ? The animals Nature has given you 
*^ for enemies,, are the beafts: ^f the foreft : 
^' them^you may make war .upon, their blood 
*' you may drink without a.^ri^n^ç^ As^ for 
*' me, I am.a. peaceable,., iaoffenfive'iTiaii—— 
*^ a man who j>eyeX' did yau any b«j{ii* A 
** woman like ypurfelves bare me in he<r womb» 
f*and fed n;ie.. with her milk. If iHe were 
•* here, you; would fee her trembling with 
*< unutterabLe s^ony^ conjuring y^pUyif you 
**' have any bowels,, to fpare her unhappy fon. 
«* Coold yoUf d'ye think, be proof againft 
*' her. tears, and would you fee a<fon ilaugh* 
** tered in his . mother^s arois ? For my own 
** part, life is no gjreat matter to, me; but 
*< what affe£ls me much more, U the danger 
«* tha^t threatens you, and my anxiety to de* 
«« fend yo.u againft a trcnieiidoiis power that 
*< is coming to attack you. I knew of it : and 
" 'twas on your account 1 wasgoing to Quito 
<* to implore the afliftançe of the Inca. For 
»* your fake have I been expofing myfelf to 
** the perils of a long and toilfome journey, 
.** ai>d for this am I going to be torn in pieces 
** by your hands. Women, believe me, I am 
** your friend, the friend of your children, and 
«« even of your hufbands 1 Will ye devour 
«* the flelh of your friend? will yc drink your 
•* brother's blood/' 

Th^ 
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The women, aftonifhed at what they heard, 
kept their eyes fixed on him as he fpoke : and 
by degrees their favage hearts relented, and 
Were foftened by iiîs voice. The united force 
Of youth àiVil beiiiity few hearts are fo ftub- 
botn as to yéfîtf: -From the moment he had 
fihïïhed wïiat he fed to fay,* bis paFe nefs had 
gone' otf'^..the roffes of his cheeks and hîs Kps 
had reafltimed their luftre : his fine bïack eyes, 
indeed;' call not thofe looks of ûfé they would 
have fparkled with in a time of love or joy ; 
they lariguîlhéd; and' they looked but the 
more-'tendeh "His auburn locks waving in 
long ringlets oyer the ivory df his captive 
Ihoulders, ftrvéd as a foil tjo their enchanting 
white ;' and his'fhape, in which all the t:harnis 
of eleganè'é,. g\''à£e aiid majefty were combin- 
ed, completed every thing that was wanting 
to make à perfeô model. In the Court of 
Spaiii; in thé midft of the moft brilliant train 
of youth, Molina would . have outfhone all 
competitors. How much more rare and ftrik- 
ing ariidng thofe Savages muft have been- the 
fpeôacle of fo much beauty ? Thefe wotnen 
were not infenfible to its effeôs. Sufprife 
gave way to tcndernefs, tendernefs to tran* 
fport. The very children whom they bad 
[ brought to drink his blood, they now took in 
their arms, lifted them up even with his face, 
and wejJt to fee how 'tenderly he fmiled upon 

thein^, and kiflèd them. - ' 

Meau 
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Meah tiftic, l^s^ccwere gathering abo«t 
him in great nu4^0| armed with a kind of 
hard ftonds» ^hio^j^(y had a way of ibarp» 
enirtg. They wèr*^^^i> tjhe ppint of thrown . 
irtg themfeWcs vip\'k lôâim^ impsitient tm 
lay open his veins^^^^^ feX^bi^blood a run^ 
ning« Upon that, ^fi^ttii>ôn>c iiio.re alarmed 
than even Aloiisd» cK^^^^nd him with criep 
and fhrieks ; and jftrete^^^^m their hands to 
the men, exclaimed: ^"^cop your hands; 
** fpafe this pacr youn^aan.. He is your 
**;fricnd, he is "foxtx brotfe\ He loves youi 
** he wifhes to defend you tgipft a cjvel ener 
" my who is coming to atti& you. He was 
** ^oing for your fake to bjigthe afliftance of 
^^ tbe King pf the Mountains Give him bijS 
^* life.:. he \i?iH ufe it for ou\f^ke/' . Theft 
oQteties» this fti;ange difçour^^aûoniftied tbe 
niteii-iirvagcs; bat their, brutal inftin ft fpui;* 
ledidiem^D^. They Hept devouring Aloiy 
ao ^mhth: tbeir eyes.; and ftruggffig to diifeiv 
gage thSmtfekves from the arms o. their wive^ 
in order to begin upon him. ** I^V tigers IV 
ctied- tiïe women, .''not ^ drop o^^his, Wpoii 
/*"ihall yelafte, unlef&you drink oars tpo !? 
The rugged . fav:4gfa> ftaid thçir hakds^; the]r 
Hood ftaring at on^ t^iiq^her, i;pptioi4efs with 
aftonifhment. ** What can it be/' fiid they;, 
*• this captive has done to our women ? What, 
** are you all mad? Don?t yoa fee all tjiis is 
«' but aftory heluisbeenmakiDg.to.cajoIiî:y4^U(? 

Away 
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" Away with you, and let /T^" our prey in qui- 
«* et !*• '* If ye touch a hai^ ^** head/' replied 
the woiùen, •• we fwearft^*^ »* *>y the heart of 
" the lion that begot y#^«'" «ut youx chil- 
*^ dren's throats, we'lf*' ^t^*"* piecemeal, 
« we'll devour themf^^^ T^^^ faces.'» At 
thefe words, the mcf^"*'"^^» ^^ ^^» f^*^* 
ing their children f ^*»« *»a»r» a^*' holding 
them up in that maf^^ "^^^ ^»« ^"^ *^f<>^^ 
their hulband's eye^^P^ knaftiing their teeth, 
and howling. 'HF «*^" ^^'® fngbtened. 
" Well, let himl*^^>'' ^*»^ ^^^ " *^ y^^ 
*• will have it (o^^^^ ^^^Y untied Alonza. 

<« We fee verp^^^^»" ^^^^ ^^^7 ^^ ^^"^» ^^^ 
«• thou pofleffefr^^^ ^'^ of forcery : but bowe- 
^* ver, tell us \M^^ ^hi^ enemy is that threatens 
4i US ?»» ♦« A cr/<Â ^^^^ terrible people," anfwer- 
cd Alonio. «'And thou wcrt going,** faid the 
women, *^ t/^^^ King of the Mountains to 

•< aflc him 1» come to our affiftance ?'* . 

•* Yes, 'tisv^n that defign that lieft Tumble^!; 
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ve loft my guides.'* *« We will 

c one, who will take thee to the 

long the (horc of which there is a 

lat continues all the way up toits 

But vou ihall ftay and partake iirft 

Tfcaft,''' 



At this feaft, in which flieep were torn to 
piecesi and devoured raw and ftfll bleeding 
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in the manner be himfelf was to have been 
devoured) Alonzo could not help fhuddering 
with horror. He had the courage, however, 
to aik the Cacique whether he did not feel na- 
ture rife, when he eat the fle/h, or drank the 
blood of men. <« By the Lion, no^** ajifweted 
the Savage : ^* amani know nothing of is to 
'^ me like any other dangerovsr animal* To 
y get rid of him, I kill him : and when I ba,Ye 
^* killed him, I eat him, I fee no harm in 
** this, ior my. part: I Hqow nobody I rob bj 
f < it, but the vultures* 

• After the fèaft, thé Cacîque invited AlohM 
to pâfs the night with bini in his hut. 'therei 
upon' the women came to him, a whole tom^ 
pany of them together, and faid, '« Get theé 
"gone I They have now eat their fill: thejf 
*• are afleep ; but don*t ftay till they wake, 
**.and lounger begins to crave. Wp know 
*VtUeo^ MTcUj we Know how it h with them 
" on fuch pccafipas^ : Away wi^h. thee ! make 
*' hafte, or thou, wilt be devoured.'* Tiû$ 
feafonable advice accelerated bis di^pajtur^^ 
He foon fet out with his new guide, not with- 
out beftôi«tiiig a hundred kîflbà on the bauds 
of his deliverers. 
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^y^&*tfé'drét*iïiéar W) the RSikrof IShiefaM^ 
hé waë furpriféd Mf fte cA ûtë oppèfitt (hbre à. 
lafrge Company of men embarking, i;<rHh wives 
fitiè thWàttn trfpôn a fleét^f danoîes^ -He deï 
Cred his gvkàt to fwim àcroA, ànd stik thefe 
people^, whether their i'ntcfntioh tras' to fiall: 
down the river. towards-AtacaoneZy or whether 
they were going upwards ? ané whc^hçr in the 
latter cafe they would be willing to make 
room v\ one of their canoes for one who,, 
though à ftfanger, was. a friend to all the In- 
dian race.*^ V . 

The Chief of tkisColony. gate hlitifot an- 
swer, that he was going up the river : thtft hé 
WouM ftot reRife the requeft of a man #ho. 
profeiTed hihifelf a friend -, aiidthat he wovild 
fend a cano^ io fetch him. 

• .. .«. -'- 

^ Tt)c joi|9g ,imn# ^fj^ii^jâie dattgerlhè had 
efcaped, thought there could, be itp^kingef 
any thing left for him to fear» He took leave 
of his guide, threw himfelf without any mif- 
truft into the canoe, and croffed to the other 
ihore* 
;. .: /• ** Thou 
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<< Thou a S|>aQiard» and deelafe tbyrelf a 
«« friend to the Indians ?'' fatd the Chief as 
loon as he faw him. ^* Yes/' anfwered AI91V 
zoy ** and Spaniard as I am, I would give all 
** the blood in nay veins to fave them. *Tis 
«* on their account, and for their fakes, that 
** I came here.** ... As he was fpeakingthcfe 
words, his eyes were ftruck by a figure fonàè 
of the Indians were carrying by the fide df 
the Cacique. On a fudden he was obferved 
to change countenance : joy, furprifc, anS 
tendernefs Hopped his voice, and made hirix 
unable to go on. In tliis image be difcoVercd, 
he thought, the features, he could make out, 
at leaft the cloathing and the attitude, of Lai- 
Cafas: *« Ah,*' fays he, with a faultetirig 
voice, " is not this Las-Cafas? Is it not he 
** that ÎS revered thus like a God?*^ Saying 
thus, he ran up to the image and embraced if, 
•* 'Tis the fame," anfwered the Caciqu'é. 
" Doft thou know him then ?" — *« Do I know 
'* him ? the man who. has been the iuftruftor 
** of my youth! Ah, my good people, you 
** are all of you my bofom friends, fince his 
•' virtues are dear to you, and you keep tbenx 
'* in remembrance." With thefe words he 
ran into the Cacique's arms. •' Whejice 
*^ come you?" added he; " where have yo]a 
«' left him? and what miracle is it that brings 
** us tiius together?" Two hrothçrs whoip 

the 
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the facred bands of fiiendflitp had tinited from 
the cradle, could not have felt more tender 
emotions «fter a long-regretted ieparation. 

«« PcopIe,'*^ faid Capana^ ** fee here a friend 
.•* of Las-Cafas«" Immediately the whole 
company began vying with each other in tet» 
tifylng- tO' tbe Cafiilian how happy they were 
.to have him with them:. ** Thou/a friend of 
** Las-Cafas ! Come,, thcn^.let us be thy fer- 
♦*^ va.nts," cried the women; and with an air of 
>flFeûion^tc fimplicity,, invited him to (it dow^ 
>y them, ajicLrcpofe bimfelf. Meantime one of 
them Taa dowji to the river, «nd fetching a 
pitcher full of water,, frefh, and dear as chryf- 
tal, begins waihing bis feçt: another difen-, 
tangles, adjafts, and ties up, anew his waving 
locks; a third, white &fi is wiping off the 
duft that covers his face,, Hops and looks at 
him in fileat admiration.. . 

Aloozo drew tears From the eyes of the Ca- 
ciq^ic by the terms in which he fpoke of Las- 
Cafas; and the Cacique gave him an account 
of the good man's journey into the vaUey they 
had taken for their afytum. *^ Alas !** added 
the Savage, ** wourdfl thou think it? That 
** Spaniard whofe life we fpared at Las-Cafas's 
•* entreaties, is the very man that was the 
** ruin of us/'^" He?"— **Thc fame."— "A 
«* wretch! - what, did he betray you ?*' — " Oh 
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'* no : he wa» a good young man : but his fa^ 
** ther was perfidy itfelf. He had bis fon 
** watched as he was coming back to us ; and 
*• our retreat being once difcovcred, all we 
** had to do then was to. abandon it. Tired 
*' of being watched and hunted as wc ufed to 
•* be, we arc come to fcek a refuge in the do- 
** minion of the Incas* Quito is the place we 
** are bound for: and it is in order to avoid 
** ^e mountains, that wc hâve taken this long 
"round/* — •< I am bolind thither toq,**^ faid 
Molina. Upon which he' told him, hoW bav» 
ing quitted PizatTO, th confcquence of his 
concern for the'miferies that threatened the 
people of thofc coafts, he had refolved to go 
and find out AtaKba, in ordier to invite him 
to their affiftancc. " Ah !'* cried the Ca- 
cique ; " thou art one, I fee, that art worthy 
" to be a friend of fliat^od inanî mefhinks 
** 1 fçthi thy eyes a fpàrk, as it were; of his 
«• foul. Do thou then be oui* guides ; prcfcnt 
" us to the Inca as thy friends, and anfwer to 

" film féf our zeal to ferve him.'* 

!.. ' 

The Colony embarked : they took their voy» 
age up the nvert and when they came to the 
place where, beiag not far from its foiirce, it 
begins to be su> longer navigable for canoes, 
they ûruck into a path that led through the 
covert of the woods. Roots and wild fruits, 
birdà futfa as they fMnd toeang to Aoot with 

their 
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their :arr6ws ; thefe, together whfa the deer 
and the wild gdat» bunted dowp or taken in 
ihares» affiDfd^d this numftfaui body a f i]rf>^ 

After eroding a hundred difFcrent torrents 
and precipices, they began to find the foreft 
grow thinner and thinner» till at length they 
faw barrennefs take place of fertility in exr 
cefs. Inftead of thole clafe and tiitted woodj,. 
ill which, the earth, with a fuperflaity of vir 
|;our, layilhes her fr\iits ia w^ftcful plenty> 
tlieir eyes difcovered nothii^,ni>\v,bu>: thirfty 
fands and calcined rocks. , The Indians wei:e 
ftruck with thefe appearances^ Alonzo him-^ 
felf begaa to be alarmed» But icarce were 
thejr ^got X(^ ,the furninit of tlie .«çaant^iilt^ 
wheiv on a fudden ;it feeioed as if a curtaio 
were drawa upt an4 thpir ^fc^ were prefented 
with a yiew of th^e deliiciovi* valley of QjjU0-** 
t^e mpfl ro^naivtiç fpoit in.î>a^urQ.. .IJnknown 
to this valley is all thto viciftti^d^l^ of; feafon^ 
never does winter ûxip-it of its vefdarei pcyoe 
is it fcorched by fummer*s heat. The laboa* 
rer cfafobfes whea to few and iseapo ^ & fuirirbw 
oc «two difvides-ffA-ing fnomautomfl. '. Birth and 
matority :dweU togetheT : ûf^tû and ripe fruit 
aqppear upon the faitte branch sut cmce; 

The Indians, led by MoHoa, porfttedtfaeie 
^liroey to th^ walls, of QfiitQ» «ill) their 

bows 
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bows hanging . bjr the âiie of their quiver^ 
holding their wives and children by the hand tr 
a^iturd and unequivocal evidences of peace« 

whole people cûsiing and aiking hofpita-* 

: formed a new and fingnlar enough fp^c- 

' at the City gates. The Inca^ as foon as 

news was brought him, ordered them to 

nti-oduced into his ptefence.. He bijnfelf 

s out to meet them with all the pomp of 

Ity, from the inner apartment of his pa- 

4ac« ; followed by a numerous court» he ad« 

vahced as ifaf as to the outer gâte» arid there 

received the ftrangers. 

Tbe> yauhg Spaniard» who walked by the 
fide of the Cacique, made his obeifance to 
die Inca, and was about to fpeak : but he was 
prevented by the mvrsnurs and outcries of the 
Mexicans. "Heavens!" cried they, ** who 
<• is this? 'Tk even oite of out oppreilbrs P* 
** O yesv'* continued iOrozimbo, ** I know 
*< him well enough ; the very eountenancet 
^< the very apparel of thofe barbarians. Inca, 
" I fay ; that man there is a Caftilian ; let me 
*« revenge my country." At thcfe words he 
bad got his bowbent» and was juft about to 
pierce Molina. The Inca laid bis hand upon 
the arrdw. "Cacique,** faid be,** moderate this 
** tranfport; • Innocent* or guilty, every mail 
** who appears iu the cbaraâer of a fuppliant 

ought 
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ff^ oughr at Uaft to hare a hearing.'^ ** Speak» 
f' then»'' faid he to Molina: <' tell us who 
*^thoa an, whence, thou comeft, what it is 
** that brings thee here» and what it is tbou 
<> wottUft have '^f vgïti But beware welt, ere 
^^thott attempteft.to impofe onnie: and if 
*^ tkou art a Cafiîltan, be not furprifed at the 
<* horror with which the fight of thee cannot 
*< i^ot ftrikè the family of Montezuina.'* 

, . " Ah ! if it be fo>*' anfwered Alonzo, 
'< thejr have but too. minch roafon for their 
'V^efentment : and all the blood in my v^ins 
" would be but a poor fatisfaaion for what 
** has been fhed of theirs. Yes, I am a Caf- 
f^ tilian : i am on« of thofc barbairians who 
« have carried fire and fword thro' that un- 
^'.baj^py continents but I deteft their fucy,. 
f < it is not JbQg&ace l.quitted their fleet, 2|nd 
!< turned my back on theou. Kaow then, 
** that I am a friend to. every man of Indian 
«/^ race. As for tlice, I hare travcrfed the dc- 
** fwrts to come, to thee, a^nd to give thee warn-' 
f'ing of the danger with which thy land is 
** threajtened. Inca, if what we have been 
'^ aiCured be true, if jullice reigns upon ^y 
^* throne» if he^efieence be. the foul of thy 
^* lawa, add. tbfi charafteriilic virtue of thy 
.^* fimpire» I here offer thee the heart of a 
** friend, the arm of awarrior^. and the coun- 
f^ fell of a man well acquainted with the dan- 

"ger 
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•' ger thbu art cxpofed to. But if I Hnd that 
** in tbefc regions nature is inft*lted by tyran- 
** nie laws, by impious and bloody rit'CS» I will 
** turn my back too «v««i on tbee, and I will- 
** go live in the reccfles of the defairt» among 
'* wild beafts lefs cruel thaa human-kind» As 
** to thefe people I have brought with me, my 
** chief knowledge of them is from the vene- 
*^ ration they have foT a Ca^ilian ray friend, 
" the moft vittuous of mankind. I found 
*' them carrying about with them an image of 
** the venerable old man. Behold it here : I 
*' faw what it wa^ d^figncd for^ and from that 
** moment I became the friend of a people 
" whom 1 coTild not but deem virtuous, fee- 
** ing how virtue was adored by them. I will 
*• anfwer for them, that they are a people of 
M fenfibility, a people whofe mannerswill in- 
•* tereft thee in their favour, a people well 
♦* worthy of die proteftit)ii they implore. - 
** They are flying from the deftruôion that 
** has preyeti tipon their -country-, and here is 
^< their Ca<:iqtte, a man of generofity, fifn- 
^■^ plicity and tr-uth ; a mai^ whom, if th-ou 
^ knoweft the worth of a good heart, thou 
** wilt be glad to make thy friend.'* 

There is fomething in the noble frankneft 
of a truly great mind, that wherever it ap- 
pears is isnough to difpel all fufpicion and mif-" 
truft. As foon as Molina had fpoken, Ataliba 

. held 
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Ifeld ôut^tô bim his hand. " Ye are welcome," 
fays-h^. *' The warrior and the friend, the 
<< courage of the one and the counfels of the 
** other, (hall alike be well received. . Thy 
<5 efteem^for this. Cacique and his people, I 
*' take tor a prox)f of their fidelity :. aor do I 
<* wifli for any other pledge," 

• He gave orders for providing everything 
that was requiâte to fupply the neceffities of 
thefe new fubje^s. A hamlet was built for 
them in a fertile valley ; Molina and the Ca- 
<;ique were lodged in the palace of the Cbil- 
dken of the Sun, and fhared with the Mexican 
warriors in the favour and confidence of the 
fovercign of Peru. 



CHAP. XX. 

jflZ A R R O, on his return to the ïfthraus, 
found all hearts in a manner againft him, and 
chilled by the report of his misfortunes. He 
faw plainly, that his fingle voice would be 
too weak to filence envy, and to communi- 
cate to intimidated minds the ardour of his 
côurèige, tte therefore took the refolutlon 
of repairing in perfôn to the Court of Spain, 
where he hoped to meet with a more favoura- 
ble hearing. 

This 
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This long voyage afForded time for an am- 
bitious rival to ftep in, and make an attempt 
in the fame quarter. 

' This rival was Alvarado, one of Çôrtcî^â 
lieotenants ; the man who, of all the follow- 
érs of that adventurer, had afted the mofl 
diftinguifhed part m the conqueft of Mexico. 

The province of Guatimala was the reward 
of his exploits: he governed it, or ra^er 
reigned over it as a fovercign. Still, bowe« 
ver, thirfting more and more after wealth and 
glory, he kept turning every now and then à 
greedy eye towards the regioiw of the foulli. ' 

To his lot had fallen AmaztUa and Telaico, 
the filler and fridnd of Orozimbo ; a faithful 
pair, who in the midft of their misfortune, 
had the comfort of living and weeping toge« 
ther, of iharing the fame chains, aiid helping 
one another to bear them. He flili kept them 
irt captivity : a:nd >he had learnt by^ an Indian^ 
that Orozimbo and the nephews of Montessu^ 
ma, having efcaped froin. the. fword of :the 
conquerors, were gone to feeka retreat under 
the dominion of tlibfe.Manarchs of the fouth# 
of whofe .riches he had heard Xuch.m^gjnlfic^nt 
defcriptions. From- this.circunift9no^.her([;Qn« 
ceived h<»pes that ifbonkiadled his simbition 
into adion. . 
:V^<iL.'L L lit 
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\ In liis fuîtc was a Caftilian of the name of 
Gomez, a man of enterprife, aÔîvîty and cou- 
rage, as ihrewd as he was audacious. ^< You 
** are to know/' faid Alvarado to him one day, 
f* that i hare formed a great defign. To jou 
*•? alone I entriift the fecret of it. Hitherto wc 
", Jiay« been both af us but fo many inftru* 
'* ments in the hand of Cortez. Our honors 
^^ are loil in the fplendor of his name. Mean 
** time, it is in our power, if we pleafe, to 
f^ match the glory of h\% conqueft, perhaps 
^'«v^n to. cclipfe it. To the fouth of this 
*' ,New. Wojrld lies an empire more extenfive, 
^\mqtt opulent thap that of Mexico: it is 
" called the Kingdom of the Incas. Thither 
;* are the nephews^of Montcisuma fled, in the 
*' hope of finding an afylum: my plan is, to 
y laake uffi of them to gain the confidence of 
** the Monarch whofe fuccour they are implor- 
** ing. Opozimbojthat valiant young warri-i 
«v oj^, is at the head of theru : his flAer and her 
'i^ lovet are of the num;ber of my flaves: no- 
'< thing can fee more tender, more ardent, 
«^ than the friendfhip between her and Qro- 
^< zimbo. A man who would engage to bring 
*^ them together, might do what he would 
** with them* Now then, Gomez, I will tell 
Klyijjoajhat I wpuld have you do. A veflel 
<(^aits for^ouat the Ihore^ with a hundred 
^* OaftiKans, the mpft rcfolute fellows I could 
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V pick out. Take with you my captives Anuu 
'< ziita and Telafco: make much of them, 
** and fhew them every kindnefs and attenti* 
** on in thy power; make the beft of your 
•« way to the fouthern coaft: fend to the couït 
«* of the Iiicas, and giveOrozimbo to under- 
" ftand, that the liberty of his friend and fif- 
** ter depends upon him and you : that they are 
•* waiting for him on board your vcffel ; and 
** that an amicable correfpondence with the 
" Incas» an intercourfe with their country, 
'* and the happy underftanding it is m hispow- 
** er to bring about between us and them^ is 
" the price I expeft for the ranfom of the two' 
** flaves you have it in charge to give him up. 
'*.You fee well enough of what importance it 
** is that this négociation fhould be well con- 
" dufted, and with what care the hoftages 
" ought to be kept till the event of it be 
" known. I place an entire confidence in 
*' your difcretion ; and to-morrow you may 
<* depart/' 

He then gave orders, and the two lovers 
were brought in. ** Go/' fays he to them, 
*' and find .out Orozimho : you fhall be told 
*« where he is; I give you up to him: your 
*' ranfom is in his hands." 

The aftonifhment of Amazilla and Telafco 

was extreme : it kept their fouls for fome time 

Lz in 
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fafpencè between the joy it gave them t<y 
thbik'of fo ftrange a revolution, aad the 
dread they were in left it (hould turn out to 
be a fnare. They trembled ; they looked at 
one anetberT they raifed up their cye$ to- 
wards their matter, trying to read their deftiny 
in hfs. " Sovereign mafter of our fate," faid 
Amazilla to him, ^* how cruel is this offer, if 
** thy intention is to deceive us ! but how ge- 
** nerous, if it be thy heart that fpeaks to us !** 
** I am not deceiving you,'* rcpjied the Caf- 
tilian. ** It i« the part only of cowards to in- 
*« fuit weakneft, and to make a fport of mif- 
*.* fortunes I know the refpeâ that is due to 

V both, 1 feel companion for the lot of this 
** empire» and particularly for you, to whom 
*• your paft fortune makes your prefent con- 

V dition more fevers. You may venture, 
*.* therefore, to give credit to my promifes, 

** which jf ou will fpeedily fee fulfilled." 

"Ah!" cried Telafco, "1 have feen thee 
*^ carrying fire and fword into the palace of 

my fathers: I have feen thy hands red with 
*• the! blood of my deareft friends : thou haft 

V loaded rac myfelf with chains, which i« the 
** lûû lot of infamy : but vliow great foever 
** may have been the injuries thou haft done 
** me, they fhall be forgotten: I can forgive 
** thee every thing ; nay, what may appear 
" incredible, I love and reverence thee. See 
^ to wliat a^egree thy gencroffty has afFefted 

**mc* 
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•* tne. • J^ w>o- never till now have aiked any 
** thing of thee but death, now ^all d'own and 
** hunkblo ojyfelf at thy feet r l<t me Ufs them j 
** let raç batjic them with my tears." ^ j. 

ÂIvara4oVe«nbraced then» with, an appear- 
ance of ienfibiiity. •* If you find yourfelve» 
*' difpofed to.be grateful/' faid he, " for what 
,*• I have done for you, the only return 1 ex- 
** peft is, that you will m^ake a favourable 
*' report of me to the valiant Ororimbo. Tell 
♦* (lin), that if I know how to vanquifli, I 
** know likpwife how to merit viâory ; an/4 
•* that my nature leads me to treat my ehc- 
** mics with moderation. when peace has re- 
•* conciled us." Upon that the captives were 
icondufted to the fliore, and put on board the 
the veflçli which weighed anchor by break 
of day. 

The weather they had was fair enough till 

they came near about the latitude of tht Ga- 

lapian Iffands*: but in that latitude a 'gale 

fprung up froixi- the norih-eaft fo ibong, that 
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it was in vain to ftruggle with ît. They feh 
themfclvcs hurried away, beyond all power 
of refinance, over fcas that as yet had never 
fccn a fail. Ten times did the Sun make hK 
round ere the wind began to flacken. At 
length it fell, and a dead calm' fucceedcd. 
The waves, however, ftill in a violent agita- 
tion, kept rolling for a long time after the 
wind bad ccafed. By degrees, however, thcfr 
elevation became lefs and lefs, till at length 
not a wrinkle was to be feen, . And now the 
vcflel, poifed upon a motionlefs fea zt if'it 
had been held in chains, firove in vain to 
catch a breath to give it way: the fails, a hun- 
dred times unfurled, dropt dead again as often 
againft the mafls. Water, iky, an undefined 
horizon in which the eye roams in vain thro* 
the abyfs of exte ntion ; a deep and boundlefs 
void, dead filence, and hideous imrtienfity ; 
tliefe were all the objeûs which in this difmal 
hemifphere offered themfelves to view. Ap- 
palled and petrified with horror, they pray to 
Heaven even for ftonns and tempefts; and 
Heaven, as if turned into marble like the fea, 
prefents to them from all quarters no other ap- 
pearance than the fame horriblie Cerenity. Day 
runs after day, night after night, in this melan- 
choly rcpofe. That Sun, of which the rifing 
luftre reanimates and exhilirates the earth; 
thofe ftars, whofe fparkling fires the lleerfajan 
lovet— ta reckon; the Ikjuid-cryftal of the 

waters, 
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waters» which with fo much delight we con- 
template from the ihore, when itreikâsthe 
brightnefsy and {f;ive& back the blue of Heai- 
veu : all thefe deltglitfol obje£h'are now 
tarned into a fpeâacle of horror: \vhat6ver 
to the reft of nature announces peace and joy; 
>s here a harbingi^r of difmay and a prefag» of 
death. 

Mean time pro vifions began to fail. They 
were now cut Ihott, they were now meafured 
out with a fevere and niggard hand. Nature, 
as ike fawtfae fourrces- of life grow fcanty, be'- 
eame more cravifig: the more their jTuppIies 
dînjînilbed^ the more theit wants encreafed. 
Scarcity was followed at length by faroii>e 5 a 
terrible fcourge eren upon land, but a thou» 
fanid times hiore terrible upon the vaft'àbyft 
of the Waters? foir irponPand, fome glimmer- 
ing at leaft of hope may afford now and then 
a dtverfion to pain, and a fupport to refolutf- 
on ; but in the midft of an immenfe ocean, 
fequeftercd, banifhed, abandoned by all na- 
tirre, folc occupant of a boutidlefsvoidf, man 
has not fo much as illufion to fave him- from 
defpatn He beholds, as if it were, a gulph 
yawning before him, the horrible (pate that 
diftances him from all fuccour ; crery thoiijght 
and every wiiTi is loft in it : not even the voice 
of'' hope t'dii reach him^ 

' L4 The 



•Î24 THE l.NCAS: 

The 6rft paTQXjifms o{'ftLmi^^e ùpw [^lizod 
the crev» :**a cruel ahetn^tiop of fitry and de« 
jcAion» during wbicj» the.^rctçbçd fufFereri 
w«re to bei feeu ftrctCUe)! out.arthciir length 
upon the decks, lifting up their.han43 to Hea« 
veil with piteous complaifits» or running up 
and down in a.ti^ufport of fury from, head to 
ilcrn, praying to Death to come and rcleafç 
them from their miferies. Gomez» pale and 
helplefs, Ihewcd himfelf itithe midft.of thefe 
fpeAireSy and (bared^ with them in their tor^ 
men\s^, SjtiU, byan effort of courage^ he did 
•wolçncc to nature. H.e conrerfed with his 
people, he foothed, he encouraged them^ and 
tried ajl ho could toinfjuCe into theaia remr 
jiant of hope he no longer- had himfelf. ;HÎ8 
authority, .his e^eample,. the refpeft theyielit 
ior'him».gavc a momentary fuipenfion to their 
fury. Soon, howeVei-^ jikç tlie,fi«e of a conr 
£agration» it: buffts forth anew;, and' one of 
Xhofe wretcbesv addreffiiig himfelf to the Capr 
,tain, bcfpoke.him in theie horrid |x?rn)Sv 

; ** We have already flaugl^tcred the Mexicain? 
V b5:thoufands,.w}tlio,utpeçeflîty^. and without 
^<^uiltr» at leaft without re^morfe. God had de- 
-^;* Jlivered theitt, we are told, into our hands as fo 
/:«maiiy vîûims, whofe blood it was lawiful for 
M u«to (bed at pleafure.; An infidel and a v^ild 
** beaft are in his fight as one : fo we have 
^Vbeen told a thoufand and a thoufand'times. 
* ■ « Thou 
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** Thou haft two of tbefe Savages in-th^ ha!>ds ; 
•* thou feeft the cxtsemities we are reduced 
** to i famine preys upon our inwards De- 
'♦•liver up to us>thefe vw^retches, who as well- 
** as we have but a few moments to live, and- 
" over whom- pur rcligiaa orders»thce to givç 
** us the preference.!* 

•* If this refource coufd faveyou/^ replied' 
Gomez> ** I Ihould jiot hclitatc j.fliocking as 
•* it is, I Ibauld fubmit to neceilixy, ^nd air 
** low you to avail yourfelves of it: byit, be- 
•* lieve me,, it is not worth^wliile to dp fuch' 
*< an outrage to nature^ for the .difference of 
♦^ a few days» Myfricndsj let us not deceive . 
*• ourfelves ;. without amiracle death mud be 
*• our fate. God beholds us r the hour is at- 
** hand ;, let us implore his mercy/^\ 

This anfwer threw them into confternation ;; 
they retired ope by one; and eadi man,.ia^ 
fôlitary iilence, gave vent to the defpair whicht 
gnawed his heart. - 

In a corner of the veffel languiihed in filence- 
ifoiazillaiand Telafco« ; More accuftcnued ta 
pain, theynborc it now withoi»t complaint; 
only they would no w^^d then give eacboth^t 
a.lpok of d-y'mg tender^efs, and fay ;, **I Ihall 
*' never fee my brother- again : I iball never 
♦« more ice myfriend i"^ 

Ls The 
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The CafiilianSy who with wild and haggard 
eyes kept inceflantly prowling over theoi, 
watched with attentive eagernefs the progrefs 
of their languor. By the clofe approaches of 
the CaftilianSy by their greedy looks, by their 
iconvulfive hankerings, by thofe emotions of 
fury which they were fcarce able to keep in» 
Telafco, who thought he faw them like half- 
famifhed tygers ready to fatten upon his belov- 
ed» kept clinging to her with the jealoufy of 
a liodtfs when Ihe guards her young. His 
eyes Were open to all their motions, and 
watched them without rcfpite. Every now and 
then, upon finding himfelf irrefiftably foHci- 
ted by ileep, he would tremble, and clafp 
with a clofer embrace the tender Amazilla. 
<• I am finking," faid he at laft: ** my eyes 
** will clofe in fpîte of all that 1 can do ; I can 
•* no longer watch over thee to defend thee. 
*♦ Thefe barbarians will take advantage, per- 
" haps, of the inftant 1 fall afleep, and feize 
** thee for a prey. /Let us keep clofe, my 
<' deareft Amazilla, that at leaft thy cries may 
•* wake me." 

. Gomez, who himfelf kept an attentive eye 
upon the Spaniards, gave them fome little re.** 
Jiief Out of the fmall pittance of pfovifions he 
had léff, and kept them within bounds during 
Ihe courfe of that fatal day. Night came, 
and ilill notliing was heard itirring but the 
* • found 
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found of groans. Confternation civetted evi • 
ry man to lyis place* 

Amazilla with, a faltering hand kept grafp- 
ing that of Tclafco. " My fweet friend," 
faidihe^ ** were we alone, my reqneft to thee 
** WQuld be to put arw immediate end to the 
*•* fmall remains of life I have left, that I 
** might fervefopfuflenance to thee. I Ihould 
** \>y that means be faved from the agonies of 
^^ a lingering death-r and I ihould have the 
** comfort of thinking that my days would be 
*^ added to thofe of my beloved, and that bis 
*^, bofom would be my grave. But were that 
** to happen, I feç what would be the confe- 
** quence : thefe ruffians would fnatch my 
'^•bheeding. limbs out. of thy hands; and jufii* 
** fyiiig.themfolvesby thy example, they would 
** think they might tear thee too in pieces, and 
•• devour thee îiftjrme.. ' Tis that which fhockj» 
«« me.'/——" My >ove,*^ replied Telafco, 
*^ thou who makeil Ufe (till dear to me, and 
** giveft me courage to fupport myfelf undec 
*• fuch a load of fufferings, £ay, what is- it I 
** have done to thee, that thou ibouldft wifl> 
** me to live a moment after thee ? If I tboug^ht 
" it were any advantage to prolong the days 
** of one's beloved, by facrificing to her one's 
" own, thinkeft thou that I Ihould have de- 
*< layed thus long:toopea my veins, and nou- 
** Tiih thee with my blood I No, my Amaa^illa, 

«< we 
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« /we mtift die together : 'tis the only cojxifort 
'* our deftiny has left us. Thoa art the «peak» 
•• er of the two, and doubtlefs will be the firft 
•* to fink: then, hr order -to fave thee from 
•* the outrages of théfe familhcd brarbariaasi 
** if I have ftVcngth enough îeftî, I* witf drag 
Vthee to the jftern, I will clafp-thec îh my 
•* arms, I will glue my lips to thine ^ and I 
•* will let myfel? drop with thecinto the wa- 
** ter, where we fliallfind-our grave together." 
This thought gave a relief to their fufferingsi 
and they kept looking upon the watery abyfs 
that was waiting to fwallow tbeta up, as a 
port that ftrétched' out its arms to them to 
flielier them from Spanilh crucflty . 

Day appeared; and now «t length a frclh 
^ale fprung up, which brought back a ray of 
fiope to the fouls of the Caftitians. But alas f 
What hope! This new wind ftill oppbfed tbeit 
returning to the eaftward, and drove-thein*out 
ftill farther àiidferthérover abomndiefs oceail' 
However, it took, them but of that fiatie of 
dead repofe, more horrrîble tiian every thing 
befides; and' the track, wbatfoever it might 
prove, which it forced thcni to défcribé, ap- 
peared in their eyes a path of deliverance and 
fafety. 

In an inftant the fails are unfurled, and 
pr^îfcnted to this welcome gale { they fwcll 

with 
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with it : tt>e veffel moves, aiid upon the no^ 
waveripg furface of th« fea, foon traces a 
long furrow» No fl|oU|s^ however» afiault the 
air: tiie weaknefs of the cr«w afford? jtheciia^ 
pther expreflîpRs of joy thtoc.fighs: aod attiV 
tttides of traniport They keep on! plowing 
tho watérj^nbiin > their eyes continue wànder^^ 
ihg round the. iToriJ&on^sedge^ tbdefcry, if po& 
fiblèi fome^appesrance^of atoaû. At fengtb» 
from tlie maintop ofthe maft^oné of thé 
men thinki he. perceives a &c€ld:^fpèck at the 
Yexge of tlie Hoiia^on. All eyes are turned in 
an inftant to this projeâing povnt, which 
febiiis as if it w«re éx&L It ix>oks, •in'liiort; 
like an iflarid : tiiey - venture- to hope it- hiay 
bo fo ; the pilot even affbres them of it. • Theif 
withered' hearts begiit now tor expand î tears of 
}oy begin to flow v- aiid *e hearer tlrtfy come 
to kyfiht niore tbeix dotifidênoe endreâfes. 

. j'iio • . i.: ' . ' .'2 

.Engrofled, by the .care:. of recovering the 
iinkiof^ifpiiits of lus followers^ Gomez now 
diflribiited among them Jthe fmail pittance of 
j>rovifi0ns-'he had.in rcfcnre- *• My friends/? 
i'aid he»: *^ befosé; nigiit comes we ihall hav« 
^ emb'isteed. the laod, and :all ^dub fufferiHgt 
" willJwc foTgosttco.;*' 

Thefe fupplies, however, were ufelefs to 
the greater part of the crew. Their vital or- 
gans^ reduced to the loweft pitch of debiHty, 
. . had 
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had loft tbctr power of aâion. Some ptve 
up the ghoft as they were devouring the bread 
they had been fo eagerly longing for ; others, 
finding themfelves no longer in » condition to ] 
fwallow the food wheii it was offered thenrt 
expired in sl convvliion of rage, curfing the 
pity that had obttged ihém ta a^ffain from the 
fleÂ and blood of their feUow^creatures. A 
few of them, foftened down by their fuffer* 
ings» delivered fronkthe illiifion of their paf- 
fions» reftoted to nature, and cured of that 
horrible deltri^un into whkfa they, had been 
plunged by fanaticifm and pride, now came 
to deteft their barbarous prejudices, and to 
fee tbtough their.errars: converted to huma- 
nity, they were come at length to look upon 
the poor Indians, whom they had fo bafely 
tormented, in the light of men» Some of 
them, lifting up their hands to. Heaven» im- 
plored forgivenefs of the Almighty : others, 
whofe haggard countenances bore the ftrong* 
eft charaâers of repentance,, turned theiir dy- 
ing eyes towards the two Mexicans* One of 
thefe penitents making a lail effort, crawled 
up to Telako's feet, and diere with, a voice 
interrupted by: the fobs of agony, ♦* Foigivcf 
•• me,'* faid he, « O my bfother t'' and with 
thcfe words he cxpirej. 



C'HJP. 
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CHAP. XXI; 



JVXeANTIME the Ihore approached. 
Verdant forefts were feen to raife themfelves 
above the furface of the waters. This prof- 
pea was exhibited by a cluûer of Iflands, fince 
become famous under the name of the iflands 
of 'Mendofa. They bawled irt, and prefciiti- 
ly the vcflcl was' furr<ouiided by a multitude 
of barks, which ^ame out from a canal that 
runs through the -midft of thefe fortunate a» 
bodes. Thefe barks were filled with a multir 
tude of fprightly, handfome, well-made Sa- 
vages^ unarmed» and almoft naked» who. C^r* 
ried in their hands a n^imber of green boughs^ 
to each of which a. white veil hung âoating^ 
as a fign of peace and. amity. 

Misfortune had by tliis time foftoned the 
hearts of th& Caftilians, and broken dowjl 
their rugged pride. Seclufion and diftrefs hue} 
taught them to love the fociety of meo : for 
the fenfe of our wants is the firft<bond pf iç*- 
ciety. To be humane, a man muft have been 
fcnfible of his weaknefs. Touched with the 
afTeftionate manner in which the Savages ac*- 
coiled them, they made anfwer by every fign 

of 
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of joy and friendlhip. The Iflaiidera, vend 
of dillruft» fprung in an inftant from their 
barks on hoard the veifel : they ihewed them- 
felves fenfibly aiFeâed by the îigns of languor 
and exhauftion they faw in the faces of the 
crew: their eager carefles were fuch asiervçd 
Arobglf to expre(V therfeAtimçnt pf conipalli- 
on, and their defir^ of giving every relief iw 
their power to thek n^QW gueftt.. 

The Comoxandçr m^àcjko difficulty of. tru{U 
ing to their ,gOo4 ' faith.. A harbour formed 
by nature», ferved a9 an .^ifylumto hisveiTel: 
lie landed with his people ip that which feem-» 
cd to him the richeft and ple^fanteA of the 
Wands*. 
• » » 

The iflanders, enchanted with tii>eir new^ 
guefts, condaâed . then) into^ the . village. It 
was fito^ted at the foot of. a riiing groirnd» by 
the fide of a rill, wbich.iifiiktg; in a. copious 
ftream out of a rock, meandered through a 
valley which ^ature^ with very little^ affifiance, 
had formed' into one of the pleafantçft ffuit«> 
gardens imaginable.;. The huts were thatched 
'With l^ecives : indofiry^inftstJ^dhy.neceility» 
had called in to afflftia-ihelr^Gonftru^tion all 
' .. / the 

* U has ^itee Jieen called the JfUmd of Cbiidina. It lies in 
«line degrees Soutb. This epifode was written a long cime before 
Hie difcovery of. ihe lOand •*' Otaherce, upon cbe grobnd of «a- 
^nc reUUons of voyage» made in tl^e South Seas. 
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tbiei ^beamttids; of .fimftUdty/i A fli|;fat wyt&l 
which in the nîgbt^mp.fenvjod/toa clpfe the 
entrance into each but; a flight wyth, the 
otiVf ^^ùtÀin^ to thefe pearècfiil habitations, 
\tlisr>^ê lîajl^y fynibbr of fecur^tyJ^ th^'cotfa- 
panidh 'ef godd fatth. The fpeat, the bolt 
andUhè quiver,' that might be ften barigfri]^ 
up agaiiTft the walU, wer« implements of feunti 
ifi)g ofiSyv not of war* Wîar v/ai to^thetn un- 

A«' foon^ as they irete c'dftic ta the village^ 
the Savages învîterf their gueils to fit down and 
rcpdfe' thernfelvfes;-and inim^dtately a corn- 
p*ajiy ;«f jrourig' girls, l>ca«tifi!l as Nymphs^ 
and'lîfce them- half naked; came'up with balt 
ke^^bf fruit 'they had been gatheHifg. Amon^ 
the variotis kîritfs of fruits» was"otté, which na;^ 
ture-feetns fo' have deiKned to anfwer the puH. 
pofe of the moft nutritious kind of milk, i& 
reftoring ftrength to thofe who have been en- 
feebled byfickncfs or^oW age*. This delici- 
ous produôion of vegetable naturfe^fêemeà t^ 
irifuf^ frefh'HFe into the veijis of fhé Caîftili*- 
ans:' Soft ffuinbers fblfowed tfhis l'éfVeihîTJè 
xxléàl; and the people ranging thén)fè!lve& oi\ 

' . .. 'ii 

' '^ Sea-fe«rii^ people CJili it Blanf-manger. Ntie tf the Author^ 
THe aiithor pca)la|ft^ni«ito9tbefife»d.rrtut> ail<:i4bed:ii> A4- 
foa's jktkd Uawfcefwoith*s vovagp» The word Blanc-man^U 
hot to be found in BonUre'^s Diâ* <fe Hift.' Katuit iVW# 0/ tie 
Tranfatir, 
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tbe outfide of the hiit^ kept lUonee wbile 
their guefts were ileeping. 

In, the evening» by the time of t^çirawak* 
ing, the good ppople bad- ailei^bled thein- 
felves. onder a tuft of* paim-tsees planted in 
the middle. of the hamlet, and were juft fitting 
down to their repaft, of which they invited 
the Spa^iiirds to p^take, A iilh .pf .pulfe, 
fome excellent fruit, a well-flavoured, root of 
which they had made a noariihing fort of 
bread ; a few turtle-doves and wood-pigeOiis, 
a few of the other inhabil;ants of the woods, 
or of tlie waters, whom the arrpw had wound»- 
cd, or the hook fedaced j water pure a^ crys- 
tal J a few other liqu^ors which they had i con- 
trived to extract from different fruits, and of 
which they made a plea&nt kind of beyerage j 
fuch were the articles; of whlqU thefe happy 
people compo fed their diet,. .- 

While under favour of reft and plenty^ and 
SL healthy. cJinxatc, the Caftilians were recruit?: 
ing their wafted ftrength» Gomez was making 
obfervMtions ajt his leifqre hours upon the cuf- 
toms, ^r rather t\\e dlifpofîtionç of the liland- 
ers : for laws they knew of none but thofe of 
iriftinft. An affluence of all the comforts of 
life, added t,o the facility of çnjoying them, 
left no time for. the pafllonsiti» irankle in their 
brl^afts. Envy, hatred, ancT, malice, would 
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have paiTed for ffiadnefs. Of all the ey\U thisût 
are the lot of depraved* humanity» the only 
one tbefe people were acquainted with'» was 
pain. Even death was not reckoned by them 
into the number :> the]Lcallcd it, Tie tang Sleep» 

_ Their equality, their eafy circumftances» the 
impoifibility they were in of finding occafions 
for envy, jealoufy, or avarice to exert them» 
felves ; or, in fhort, or conceiving any mea- 
fure or fpecics of felicity beyond that which 
they enjoyed, were circumftances that would 
naturally render the bufinefs of government 
among them an eafy talk. The ancients af- 
fembled together compofed a Council, that 
managed the. affairs of the commonwealth: 
and as years made the only diûinâion of rank, 
and it was old age only that gave thç title tp 
comtpand, that right was not of a nature to 
be envied. i 

Lové, which was the only thing that could 
•feem at all in danger of difturbtng the harmd- 
ny and intelligence that reigned in this peace- 
ful fociety ; love was there fubjeft to the laWs 
of beauty. That fex which Nature has formed 
to govern With the fceptre of delight, had thfe 
happy liberty of varying and multiplying its 
conqueft^, without making a captive of; the 
favoured lover,- without tying itftflf do^n to 
any engagement. Uglinefs with them was a 

kind 
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IdtKi of prbdigy .; Mnd htzxAyi thftt endows 
meotwhûsh elffiwliere.i&,£Q rar», was tbcrQ fo 
far friohi' being fo» tbac a cbfngç carried no»- 
tfaiiig in it.ofrciuslty. or KwnilkiiQn. .Sure 
of meeting 'at- any tune '^th a. fufcépttfale 
heart united to a charming perfon» the difcar- 
ded lover bad no time to afSift hUnfelf with 
the thoughts of his diigrace, or to be jealous 
t)f the happfnefs of hk facceflbr. The chain 
trhicli bound a Wedded pair, was durable or 
brittle according to their liking. Formed by 
tafte or by defire, it was liable a* any time tb 
be broken by caprice : wlthoiit being afharaed 
of It, one might ceafe'talove ; without conr- 
plaining, one might ceafe to pleafe. Love, 
\yberi he took his flight, did not leave Hatred 
to fucceed bim ;. eve-ry lover was^a rival ;. every 
rivai was' a friend : and. each fair ohefaw in 
the circle of her male acquaintance, and faw 
it without fcandaU fo niany gallants whom Ihe 
had either made bappy^. or >^a^.a.bojat to make 
haj^y in their tfxvns^ Tlie relation- of motlijeu" 
j^né chil^ was the only onf that was ^ppropri- 
*tgdjif^ Wy.tWQ perfofis. in the foci^y: pater- 
j^l ^^ç^i<^. epabr4çj^>jthe wivole rifi^nâfiça^- 
jtatLi^ii;: ,^nd :the. jti^s^ o£,feloqd_beiug by this^ 
jûean^tt\e:Wft fifcriA, ipid^exj, :l^ut t^e-^mor^ ex* 
:tenfive, wpre fuchte > a%i bQttild . together the 
(«rhote* pedplei iiuto^one ko^ge f^tiii} y.i 

'V ' ' The 



The Spaniards thought they flioùld never 
have done wondering at a fet of manners fo 
different from every thing they had been ufed 
to. At night thefe hofpitable people gave up 
to them their huts, i§ferving only a few for 
the old men, and the v^romén who had infants 
to take care of- The young people of both 
fexes lay fcattered here and there by the fide 
of the ftream that meandered in the mead, 
with no other bed than the enamelled furface 
of the turf, nor canopy than the foliage of the 
plaintain and the poplar. One might fee them 
în. their dapces forming themfelves into pairs, 
and binding one another in chains of flowers ; 
and when the fun was down, and the Emprefs 
of the night in the midft of the ftars difplayed 
her filver . bow^ one might have feen this 
fwarm of happy lovers, as.tbey lay ftretched 
upon their verdant couch, paffing gently from 
merriment to love, and from dalUance to 
Tepofe. ff 

The next day a new choice was made, which 
the day after gave place afrefli to^different 
amours. One of. the tçndereft marks of aff 
feûion a girl among thofe Iflanders could give 
her lover, was to engage lijer acquaintance to 
make choice of him, in their turns.. It would 
rather have been an humiliating circumCance 
than otheiwife, to have had him tohgrfelfi 
i ' and 
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and the more new conquefts ihe could procure 
him by her favourable réport of him, the 
mor0 he would be with her, and the more 
grateful he would (hew himfelf when he came 
back to her after the conquefts to Which ihe 
had paved his way. 

What kind of worfhip could there be among 
a people like this? The Spaniards were curi- 
ous to inform themfelves ; and Gomez thought 
he had at laft made it out. He obferved in an 
inclofed building, that feemed to have the ap« 
pearance of a temple, a few ftatues which 
they feemed to look upon with veneration. 
He was curious to know what ideas the people 
annexed to thcfe objefts. ♦* Thou feeft," 
faid an old man to whom he put the queftion, 
•* thou feeft our houfes: this is the image of 
" the man who taught us the way to build 
** them. Thou feeft our bows and quivers : thi§ 
** man here was the inventor of thofe arms. 
•* Thou haft fecn us draw fire by rubbing pie- 
*' ces of wood, and ftriking ftones one againft 
*« another : this other man is the firft that dif- 
« covered to our forefathers that curious fe- 
•* cret. 'Obferve this ftuff we wear for cloth- 
** ing; it is made from the bark of trees; the 
** art of working it was invented by that man 
** there. That next to him was he who taught 
" us to make the nets we ufe for catching fifli 
<< and birds. Beyond him is the induftrious 

*• morul 
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^ mortal who fhewed us bow to hollow out 
•*our canoes, and cut the waters with our 
** oars. That other was he who firft had the 
** thought of tranfplanting trees ; and it was 
*^ he who formed that beautiful clump, which 
*< adorns bur hamlet with itslhadc. In Ihort, 
V. there are none of them but have fignalized 
<^ themfelves by fome choice invention of 
•*^ which they have been the authors; and we 
« take a pleafwre in paying honor to thie ima- 
** ges which ferve to recal cl>e idea of them to 
*^ our memories/^ 



CHAP. XXII. 

J^^ COMPANY of wretched people; 
who, like the Spaniards, after having but juft 
efcaped from one of the moft horrible of all 
calamities, had found in fuch an Illand as this 
the fweets of repof^, abundance, equality, 
and peace, would naturally be in no great 
hafte to quit it in order to traverfe an unknown 
ocean, where the fame horrors might perhaps 
await them ftill. A frelh delight iioW offered 
Ufelf to captivate their inclinations, 

An 
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An invittitftoa wtisgiv'en them to'jolh in. the 
nuptial dances; tho^fe dances at which the' 
young people of the hamlet aflbmbled in the 
mead, towards the evening, when a frelh 
choice made every day a new. variety in the 
charms of JHymen. Gomez tried in vaih.to 
put. by the folicitations of the Indians: he 
faw> that befides difo bilging them, it would 
be enough to raife a mutiny among his crew, 
if he refufed to indulge the latter with the 
pleafurcs to which they were invited. All he 
could do, was to keep himfelf out of fo dan- 
gerous a temptation, and to forbear counte- 
nancing the licence by his example. 

As to Amadlla and Telafco, nothing could 
be happier than that faithful pair. Reftored 
to life, cheriflled by the Indians, unmolefted 
by the Spaniards, they lived only to love. 
They never were afunder for a moment ; tUey 
enjoyed all along in each other's. company the 
charms of that plcafant climate, with all the 
delights that were the growth of thofe beau* 
tiful abodes : one thing only was wanting to 
render their happînefs compleat; the compa- 
ny of Qrozimbp. They too were conftanlly 
i[nvited to the dancing in the mead. Amazilla^ 
however, never could be prevailed upon to be 
çf the party» " If there were nobody there 
" but the Savages.'* faid flie one day to Te- 
lafco, "I fliould have no objeâion. They 

** leave 
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^J îcavc their woracâ àt liberty, to take their 
<< choice ; and thou wo^ldit al^rays he fore 
*^ enough, of mine. :;Tào«igh one liandfomer 
** than one: were to éhciafie thee too, I cannot 
<< help «httiking I ihouidt i)e prefiexhsd:; but if 
*^4t happ^fte'^ &t^^rwife^'I>Aiotttd.cQiiie home 
^* to my cot and weep, ajtd Ifhould (ay^ well,' 
** then, he is happy,- however, though itbc 
•* with another. But 'no ; I feel that is not 
" porffible ; nor is it the fear of feeing thee 
♦* unfaithful that inai.eS'nie uneafy, and pre- 
^ rents -my going.- It is ray fear of irritating 
•^*^ the jealous pride ^ofioutiwafters. One or 
"other 6f them might, perfiaps, be for choof-*^ 
■* iiig thy beloveds *they are hauglity and vio- 
"lent; they would be oiFended.to fee their 
" flave preferred before them ; that (lave wher 
*'will ever be the £byereiga.«tafter of jny 
*« he^rt* Give thc-Iflanders..tl*e|i to uudir- 
** ftand, that for aùr parts,. Wi9 bav« ma4e.Qur 
*t"^hoicè,^ and «liat we :>a^e; happy. iabfitcwDig* 
** ing folely to each other r or if there be any 
•' of thofe beauties. thoti art more pleafed with 
^ than with me,' «b fhew thyfclf =ii4 ,the midif 
^«pftheiiij theïr wîflieS wHl center <all of 
•«"(rtiëi^^ thee; tHou; wiltooly have to take 
<'*' thy choice :' ind then, as for poot^ AmâïiU 
*«'là/ ihV will keep faithful to thee; and 
^^ whiie'/iJie. is toingby-hérfélfiand^ crying; 
*^ wiU bég of fleep to bring thee-tp her4n her 
** 'dreaips.*^ • • , - ' • • 

Vol. X M Th^ 
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The very thought of this was enough to fer 
tb< tears a-ilowing. The Caciqtle wiped them 
from her cheeks by a thoufaad.tender and con- 
foling kiflos. • « WhatM !" fays he.; *' that 
*< I (hoYild breathe, tlaat my heartlbould beat 
^ a fingle inftant for any other than Amazil* 
*• la j Fear h not, my Lev.e.! the v^ery imagi*- 
^ nation does me wrong.. I ihould have liked, 
^ I muft con&fs^ well enough to have been 
^ prefent at thefe dai>ces, if it had been only 
*'far the .fake: of feeing myfelf preferred to 
" every body by thee : for I muft coivfefs, I 
*' am not without vanity i and thou knoweil 
^* how charming a thing it is to be envied. 
^•^ But fince thou art afraid of raiiing the jea^ 
'^ I6u%* of the SpaniacdSy I fubmit. Let;us 
^* keep then by ourfelves ; and let us leave for 
^< the enjoyment of thefe poor creatures, who 
'^ know ho^t what true love is, tlie vain plça« 
** fures of faieonftaney.V TJitir refufal was a 
little wondericd ât, but nobody took it amifs* 

The end2ai>tmf Bt tl^ Spaniards were in at 
this voluptuous feait, is eafier conceived than 
-defcribed. Finding tiiemfelyes in the midft 
of a crowd of ypupg wooijen, rich in all tlie 
charms of nature, unincumbered by orria- 
)nents, and fcarcely by any kind of covering; 
fafhioned by the hands of love^ endowed with 
all the charms, of nature ; briik, lively, wan* 
ton, animated by the fire Of joy and the at- 
» traâioo 
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traôîon of pleafure; fmîlîng upon their 
guefis, and holding out their hands to them 
with looks that flafhed deiire, they were in a 
fiate of intoxication : their raptures were like 
the delirium of a delicious dream* 

The turn thcfe beautiful females gave to 
their dances, was fuch as intimated that they 
were all of them difputing with one another 
the conquefl of every Caftilian : fuch» according 
tb their notions, was the compliment diâated 
by thcr laws of hofpitality. The Caililians 
by that means had their own choice ; but the 
following day beauty refumed its rights, and 
was for choofing in its turn. Then it was that 
that fantaftic caprice engendered by our pride, 
which we call love ; that gloomy, unquiet, 
reftlefs paffion, began to inflil its poifon into 
the fouls of the Cafiilians. They took upon 
them to infringe the liberty of choofing, and 
to engrofs that privilege to tbemfclves. They 
threatened the men : they intimidated the wo-< 
men: they interrupted and embittered the 
univerfal joy. 

Next jmorning, Gome2, at his rifing> re- 
ceived the juft remonflrances of the Indians» 
<^« Thou haft brought us," faid they, " a com- 
** pany of wild bealls, inftead of men. Here 
** have we been reftoring them to life ; fharing 
<* with them all the gifts tiiat Nature has be- 
Ma "flowed 
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** ftowed on us^ inviting them to our amufe^ 
**mci>ts, to ourfeafts, to our pleafures^ and 
*f. the return they make is to infult and threat- 
*' en us. Nothing forfooth will ferve them, 
** but they muft have their choice of all our 
•• women, and be preferred conftantly to all 
** of us. Let them know, that the firft right 
*♦ "of beauty is to be free. Our women are 
^ charming all of them; and it is doing them 
V wrong to put a reflraint upon their choice* 
^ If thy companions have a mind to live in 
^ good undcrflanding with us, let them be- 
^ have as we do^ let them be peaceable and 
•* good-natured. If they are for mifchief^ 
** take them away, and let us be troubled 
** with them no more.'* 

' Gomec perceived tlie danger of the licence 
ke had given way to, and forefaw the confe- 
^ucnces it might liave, if he delayed uiing his 
endeavours to pvevent it. But the fpirit of 
wildnefs and intoxication that raged among 
tbem, rendered all his efforts fruitlefs. Dif. 
cipline was at an end; and the diforder went 
on encreafing. The foldiers obferved to one 
another in their converfations^ that it was im- 
jjoffible they fhould ever get back again to 
America; that the eaft wind which prevailed 
îxi thofe fcas, would be continually in their 
teeth ; that Heaven, by a miraculous interpo* 
l!tloû of its Providence, had çondui^ed them 

into 
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into afortuT^ate afylum, where the inhabitants 
lived exempt from toils and troubles, and in 
the midft of plenty ; that a» they were deteiv 
mined to fettle there, they had no other coun- 
try, nor was. any perfon more than another 
entitled to their obedience. All idea of tbc^kr 
purfuing the objeftof their expedition would 
have been at an end^ if the Iflanders, provolfe- 
ed beyond patience by the pride and ingrati* 
tude of the Caftilians, had not taken a vigo^ 
70US refolution» a^d employed effeâual mean^- 
to rid themfelves of their dangerous intrudet^^ 

- One night, after having been forced to giv^ 
way to>the imperious arrogance of tUeir guefls^ 
they left them fafcinated by pfeafure, of lock^ 
ed in the arms of fleep, and gathering \\f ii^cix 
arms, raxv and threw them into the lea. . 

Gome;^, Infx>rmed of this difafter, called bi» 
people together, and told them the lituatioa 
they were in. **^ Our arms," faid he, *';are 
*^' carried off. Thefe people will revenge 
** themfelves: they are wearied out of aH^pa^. 
^ tience by the ill-ufage you have givertlb^m». 
** In adroitnefs- and aftivity they are iyipfB^çior 
*♦ to you ; and in courage, equal. They kooior 
" better than you do how to ufethe arvow 
*• and the javelin. They know the country4 
*' they arc acquainted with ^l the failneflefi. 
** that are ia^ their woods and mountains. . If 
M. 3. *<■ thciy 
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<* their own force is not fufBcicnt, the people 
•• of the neighbouring Iflands will aflift them 
«« in demolilhing you. You fee,* then, you 
*• have nothing left for it but to truft to me. 
** Let mc, then, try what I can do to fave 
** you ; and in the mean time, let it be your 
«* bufinefs to avoid every thing that can create 
^« difturbance." 

At this difcourfe, the Caftilians were con- 
bonded and ftruck d umb. The moft intrepid 
of them turned pale: the moft impetuous 
flood as if they had been petrified. Juft then 
an ancient Iflander came up to them, and ac- 
coftcd them in tliefe terms: " In the time of 
<• our fathers," faid he, ^« there was a wicked 
^^ man among us : be wanted to domineer : 
«• he cxpeaed that every thing Ihould give 
«« way to him, as if every thing had been 
^« made for his fake, and his alone. Our fa- 
^«thers laid hold on him, although he was 
<«ftrong and lufty ; they tied him neck and 
«« heels, and threw him into the fea. As for 
** you, all we have done to you, is to do fo 
«« by your arms. Away with you, then, and 
•• let vts be at peace. We bear you no ill- 
^* will ; we are free and happy, and we wilh 
'** to keep fo. You have the ocean to crofs. 
« You Jhall have for your voyage every ac- 
•* commodation we can give you* wood, wa- 
** ter, and provifious : but you muft begone 

*« as 
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** » foon as poiI3>le. As to you two," faîd 
îre, tùmîng to the Mexrcàri», ** you arc weP- 
•* come cither to ftay with us, or go with them, 
•* as you think fit: forevery thing that breathes 
** the air wc breathe^ becomes" free'as we are. 
** Witfr us, force h put 'to no ortlier ufe that* 
•* to be the guard of Freèdoni/" 

The Caftîlîansi enraged' at the thoughts rf 
Being obliged to fubmit to* orders from a pecT- 
plè they bad been- in the habit of înfultîng, 
clamoured, and'accufèd the Indiaris of treaCh* 
♦* ery. ** Treachery," ■* replied the Indian, 
•* we have ufed' none :: Your -arms gave you 
^* too great an 'advantage over us ; that advan- 
*' tage you abufed. All- we have done is to 
^* reduce yoîi- to* that footing 6f equality with 
f* refoe^ tq us, on wiîch all niçn are with 
** reXpcû ip one another by hs^tvt'tc. * Tett uV 
V ilien— v^are you -for peace? It is what: we 
**love ;.. an4 . y-ou /half depart from hence 
'* without our offering to do you the ilighteft 
*' raifchief. Are you for war T It is what wc 
V. detcff : but fibf rty is Nearer to us than life. 
'* You fliall clibofé'yôiîV own Weapons. We 
** will divide with you our arrows and our ja** 
** ye^nst; aqd then wc. will fall to work and 
*^deftroy one another^ until there remain 
" u^otie of you to do us wK>ng,. or noric^of us 
•'tofuiFer it.*^" " 

, K4 That 
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. That vulgar kind of courage which airifes 
from- nothing' but a confciovfiVefs o^,^tt|>enor 
ftrengtb^ nowa^^andonedth^ Caidilians. .They 
Tepented their having. aliepated ilieafTcâions 
•of fo brav^ and generoui a people ; and they 
^begged- cf Coiner to ufe his befl endeayooss 
to bring about a reconciliation. Gomes took 
care to manage matters fo» that the refoluti- 
on of the Indians fhould flill continue unihak* 
;cn ; and from thenceforward all in te rcourfe be- 
tween his people and»tliem were at an end. But 
the duties^ of bofpitality^vcre.notthfijefs faith- 
fully obferved oi> the , part of the Iflanders. 
There was the fame plenty as ever in tlie huts 
that had'beenaffigned to the Caftilians; and 
.their veflkl was. provided with every thing 
which the length of the voyage made defif able. 

Amazilfi^ and Telalco were riot long in con- 
fultation. <* Shall we^i^ve up the liopèS of fee- 
;*« ing thy brother, and , thy friend T'^^fâîdjre- 
lafco. "No," faid the: ** To live in a place 
"•• where 1 Ihould be furc never X6 fee him 
"•* more» is what I cannot bear to think of, 
** Gomez givçs us hopes, let pis then go .with 
«him-?' ;^, . . , 

Nothing ÎS more'urtcommbn on tHofc feàs, 
tlian to fee the Eaft wind give place to the 
Weft*. Gomea had a long Urne waited for 

* it; 

* It h what happens enly^at the decreafc of the Mcon. 
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ît; and when atlaft it fprung up,.he gavfe 
thanks to Heaven, as^ if a miracle had bccii. 
operated in bis favouré He called his people 
together. *« Comrades»*' faid he^ "don't let. 
" us ftay to- be turaedaway by:> force. Thç- 
^*' wind is in oprfavour v let us quit this placo^ 
** and quit it without regret : thisilrarige un- 
** known land would but have been a grave 
** to us. Life wit hoTit;: glory is no life at aU.- 
•* To men like us, it were as MfcU to be bu*- 
*'* ried under ground as buried in oblivion. 
•* No; let us go in queft of adventures-that? 
^' wiU at leaft. leave fome trace of us behind- 
^* them* Tha* mode of life by which a man. 
^ may exert fomelhare* of influence over the 
** dfeftiny. of the world,, is the only mode of. 
** exiftence he can purfue with honour ; the 
"only one if can< be in charaâer for us to 
" relifh.»' 

Man comes by habk to-make fcîmfclf a cîr^ 
cle of wttneâes» whofe futiFirage to his ears> 
paiTes for the voice of fame. His very being, 
is in their thoughts :: he lives by their opinion. 
To break off for evermore that intçrcourfe 
between them and him, to which he owes hia 
importance» which extends as it were the 
fphcre of his exiftence, is like furrounding 
him with an impaffable gulph,.. like plunging 
him into an abyfs of darknefs. In (hort, fo 
it was, that tliofe few words of Gomea ftf uck 
M5 . the 
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the Caftilians as if a flalb of lightning had 
come acrofs them : nor could they without 
fliuddering bear the thought of their ûânding 
fecluded from the face of men, whilft their 
names, and even the memory of them» would 
be blotted out of the book of lifcé 

It was a moment not to be negte£te4; ^nd 
Gomez made the proper advantage of it 
to precipitate his departure. They followed 
bim: they all embarked: the anchor was 
weighed, and the fails unfurled* The Indi* 
ans, who with looks of concern had gathered 
together on the fhore, faid one to another 
with a iigh, ** Alas ! what is going to become 
«• of them L fo comfortable, fo happy as they 
** were while they were with us, why could 
•* not they live in quiet ? They called us their 
•* friends, and it was our wifh to be fo.-r-Bot 
"** no : it would never have done. — They were 
•* a fct of worthlefs people : c'en let them go. 
<* They would only have made us worthlefs 
'• like themfelves.'* 

The Caftilians on their part could not help 
regretting this charming ifland. All eyes kept 
fixed upon it : all hearts ^ched to think that 
they were quitting it for ever. At length it 
vanifhed altogether from their fight ; and the 
cares of a long and toilfome voyage came and 
mingled with the regret of having bid a laft 
farewell to that beautiful abode. 
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CHAP. xxm. 

. JL HÇ YThad* not jprocecded far Before the 
winds began.to dlFj^lay their inconftancy, and' 
kept the vcfl'^l in continual alarms : they fhift- 
e4, however, no otherwirr than, by veering 
fbmetimes.' towards the. one, and fomctinaes 
towards the other pole : nor did the pilot iind' 
any other exercife for his art^ than fimply %o 
dired his courfe. towards the £afl, . without; 
deviating/rdmtbe line»- 

The paflage, though rather long, was eaiy» 
till [they came within fight of Peru, Shipwreck 
fat waiting for them at the port; and it pleafed" 
Hfeavcn, that Orozimbo fltouïd be a witneft' 
of the difaftfer which gave hh country its re- 
venge over tbeic unfortunate Caftilkins» 

Alonzo, wbilfe hekeptlookingforPizarro's' 
return, had inade it bis bufinefsto prefs the 
Inca, who was King of Qutto> to put himfelf 
in a.poilure of defence. **"You Jhave no 
*' need," faid he, ** to be at the pains of ere fl-' 
** ing durable fortifications; a wall of fand 
** covered over with^turf will be fufficient to 
«*givea check to the progrcft of the Caftili-' 
«* ans. Of all the diflicolties of war, the only 
** ones they iluink at ace its delslys. Tambex: 
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** is the place they mean to land at. Tum&eKj 
•* then, is the place for you to fortify." 

This plan of defence being approved of, 
Alonzo undertook to go himfelf to Xunâbçz) 
and take the direâioii of the workU Oro- 
zimbo chofe to bear him company ; and they: 
took their way together by the plains of Tu- 
mîbamba. The honeft people rfeccived their 
old gueft with open arms : his return was ce* 
lebrated with all the tranfports that love and 
gratitude could infpire. ** So then,** cried 
the good Cacique, " I fee thou haft dpt for- 
^' gottei] me. Indeed, if thou couldft* but' 
•* have known how much we love thee^. thou 
** wouldft have faid» thou hadft no reafoa* 
** All the time thou haft been gone, we have 
^* been fcarce able to talk of any thing but 
*•' our dear friend the generous Alouzp. They, 
•** have begged of me fhat the day of thy firft 
. *** coming among us flight be celebrated every 
** year as a fcftîval. I confented, , thoij ijay- 
•** eft well imagine. To fee thçe ijoiliç back 
*' again, gives us a frelh rejoic'ing-^ay : and. 
** the tears thou- feeft in fo many eyes, are 
•• fufficient proofs of î^'* 

The works which. Alonzo bad been jplauning 
^=^eresbegun the next day, and profeculçd with 
ardor. N^^hey went on apace : a fort which* 
>çomman:d&d.the whole plain, and feemedlo 

bang 
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bang with a threatehiilg afpeft over the fhore» 
excited the admiration of the Indians "who had 
lent their hands to raife it. One evening that 
Alonzo with Orozimbo and the Cacique of 
Tumbez was walking.round the fort», the con- 
ve^rfation turning upon that rage of ;Conquei| 
^hich had poCefled tl^ Spaniards, and which 
h»d be^v t^bç. means of their. depopi;ilating 
their 6wn cdpntry- fof the fake of turning ano^ 
the^r world into a défait» he perceived at a dif«^ 
tatice tlie veflTç) of Gome^ a^sit was advancing 
towards them in full fail. He looked a wbile»^ 
and at length* aal doubiiitig.but that it was Pi^ 
zarro's, *' There they are," he cried» •* there 
«* they are. By what amazing diligence can 
**î they have contrived to be back thus foon? 
** Surely the Heavens favour them ; the wind» 
'• féem in a manner to obey them." Ashe 
was thus fpeaking, on a fudden, in the midft' 
of a delufiv« calm, up fprung a whirlwind on 
the fea. The waves, piled up one upon an^« 
ther by the wind, railed themCelves in frpth, 
■and looked as if they were boiling. At the 
fame inftant, a collection of clouds that had 
been rolled up together in the fame manner 
as the waves, ftretched downwards, fpread it- 
felf, grew rounding, and lengthened itfelf out 
into the form of a pillar: and this fluid co- 
lumn, of jvhich the bafe was in contaû with 
the fea^ formed a kind of puriip, by which the 

agitated 
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agitated waves» yielding to the prefliire oC the 
air which bore upon them all around, mount- 
ed aloft into the cloud, and kept furnifhing 
it with freih fupplies. 

Molina underftood the nature of thisphe- 
noknenon,' fo terrible to failors> who have 
given it the name of wat^r/pcut r and upon 
obferving the danger that threatened the Caf-^ 
tilians, he forgot their crimes, the mifchief 
they had done, and the mifchief they were 
meditating to do ; he remembered only that 
their country was his own : and his heart was 
ieized with terror and compaffion. 

Gomez made all poffible hafte to take in his. 
fails, that the wind might have as little hcAd 
upon his fhip as poffible : it was all in vain : 
the whirlwind took hold on it, drew it down 
under the column of water;, which being 
broken by the yards, burft like a deluge oa 
the (hip, and overwhelmed it» 

•* Heaven is Juft," cried Orozimbo. « Thus 
*« perifli all the ruiSaas that have laid wafte 
*« my country !** " Cacique," faid Molina 
to him, ** rather refcrve your refentment and 
•* your malediûîons for profperous malefac- 
•• tors. Misfortune has the facred ngjttt of 
*< purifying h^r vioims from their offence; 
'< and the man whom Heaven has punilbed, 
«* fliould become innocent in our fight. '^ 

•* Orozimbo 
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Orozlmbo bluflied at the inhumaiv tranfport$ 
he had fufFered to efcape him. ** Ah," cried 
he, *« forgive me ! — So much as I have fuffef* 
«« c,d !*— fo much as 1 have feen my country 
" fttffer !— ^-«-do not think it orange." 

Calmnefs returned : and by that time wa- 
ter-fpout, veflel, and all had difappeared. But 
a few inftants after, they defcried two unhap« 
py people, who had efcaped the general def- 
truàion, and were keeping themfelves afloat 
by the help of a plank they had got hold of. 
••Ah!" cried Qr0zimbo : "I declare they 
'* are ftill alive : let us make hafte and go to 
•* their affiftance Cacique, beftir yourfelf ; 
•• fend out canoes to fave them. If it be pof- 
" fible. I will fet off immediately. '* He 
fpoke, and in an inftant he threw himfelf into 
the fea. A canoe followed him foon after, 
and carae up with him before he had reached 
the plank, which with the twb unhappy crea- 
tures who had clung to it, lay beating to and 
fro at the mercy of the waves. 

Thefe poor creatures were his fitter and his 
friend ; who forefeeing the burfting of the 
waterfpout, had thrown themfelves into the 
fea, being bolder upon the water than the Spa- 
niards, arid better ufed to fwimming. «* They 
«« are coming," cried Telafco ; *« courage, 
" my déarcft Amaiilla I fupport thyfelf : de- 

•* liverance 
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« verance is at hand.^— " Ah !*^ cricAfhcf 
^* I am juft finkingt 1 am weak (a.extremky : 
** my kaads can fcarcely keep tbek hoH. If 
^they ftay a moment longer» it i&alLovct 
*< with me ; thou wUt ifte?er fee me ttorc** * 

Meanwhile their aelWefev» who by this 
time had got into the canoe, was preffing the 
rowers, and making them eacert themfelves to 
the utmoft. At laft being got up to the plank^ 
he ftooped forward, and flretdiing out his 
arras to meet them, " Come/*^ fatd he, " my 
** friends, whoever ye are ; for friends ye are, 
** fince ye are in diftrefs.**^ The danger, the 
affright, the confufion tbey were in, the ixnagjs 
of prefent death that was before ihetr eyes, 
prevented their recolle£ling him immediately. 
Amazilla caught hold of his hand as he held 
it He took her in his arms, polled her into 
him, and looking at the fame iiiftant in her 
face, found fhe was his fifter, his beloved fif- 
ter ! He gave a (hriek. *' Heavens I is it thou^ 

** my fifter ! my Amazilla !" ** Ah, leave 

*' me," faid (he with an expiring voice ; «'quit 
" me, and fave Telafco/' .At the name of 
Telafco, Orozimbo leaving her breathlefs in 
the middle of the rowers, threw himfelf into 
the fea, where his friend was flill floating; 
caught him by tl^e hair the inftant he was 
finking, regained tiie boat, and got fafe on 
board again with his friend, 

Telafco 
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^Tçlafçji, whg had rccollefted hîno^ fwnkxin- 
iier \hé weight of joy.; and feeling his kneea 
give way, âropf down fenfeïèfs by the fide of 
Aihazil^*. Orozfmbo^ whp thought they Were 
loth expiring, called to them with loud crips. 
TTelafco was the firft who came to himfelf af- 
ter a long fwdon : but it was only to Ihare in 
the affliâion of his friend. Pale, and with- 
out fenfe or motion, Amazilla, as Ihe lay be- 
tween her brother and her lover, could fcarcc 
be fceil to breathe, Orozimbo, who kept Sup- 
porting her head upon his knees, obferved 
that her eyes were ftill clofed ; and while he 
fat looking at her -face> in which tli^e palenefs 
of death, was painted^ the bift drops flowcwl 
Jtiom him in abiii^d^nce. Telafeo gently taif- 
ing up her 6ye4ids, fearchod in^^ain for a few 
fparki ,of lifç. . :" Thou breathpft," faid >ç» 
** but. thou feei»eft to have loft all feeling i Is 
** thy heart froaen th^»? Is.thejttmpiof life 
^* cxtinguilhed altogether;? After fq ipany p«- 
Î** rils, after havjl^'îtliu&faved tbeea^.l thought» 

V Ô better moiety of my foul ! has deatli, crw- 
..*< el dçait.h feized thee in ni3rvery ariftsl Oxotf 

<< dear Orpj^inibp^ the day;wbiçh.br|ng^.,uSiaU 
** together, muft it be tl^.e bit^ereftpf allxh^ 
<* days wc ever fawx And haft thou, feeix thy 

V fiftear only juftto bury her i Haft thou en>- 
^< braced t^y friend, haft thou dragged him 
*< out; of thp waves, only to fee him plupge 
.V in again, and court the ideffth he.ha.dl>eea 
** ftruggling to efcape ?** 

Mçaa 
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Mean'timc the canoe had reached the fiiore; 
Molina and the Cacique received them with 
looks of furprîfe, not knowing.what to make 
of what they faw. . ** AH»**^ faîd Orozimbo^ 
•* you fee me the happicft of men, if I can hut 
** recover this dying female : ''tis my own fif- 
'^ ter:, and this is the friend I have €o often 
** told you of. Heaven has brought back to 
** my arms all that I hold deareft in the world. 
** Ah, if it he poflible,. help, me to bring my 
« fitter back to liffc?^ 

When Amaxîlla, who at length regained 
her fenfes, opened her eyes, and faw the light, 
fhe felt as aperfon fometimes docs, who at tire 
end of a painful ihimber wtantaKzed by àde- 
lufive dream» Again> and again flie looked 
tound he»: flie wa»^ afraid to truft he neye». 
^« What !'' faid Ihe, " is k you then ? : . . .:. 
** my brother ! . • . ray frîenîf . .. • Speak . ... 
**fatisfy me^"— *' Yes; once more thou féefl: 

•«'Telafco." ...,—«• Where am 1 ? All 

•* my fenfes are In confuèon : my underftand^ 
•* ing wanders. Telafco ! we were alone but 
** now: thei»e w*s only us two, and we were 
** pefiihing. But who is this ? My brother I 
*• Is that my brother in thy arms? Surely it is 
•* fome phantom. Alas I I am too weak to 
** bear fuch excefs of tranfport. Telafco*, 
<* come and keep my foul from making fts 
•• exit at my lips, 1 feel it }uft cfcaping,'* — 

Sfte 
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She had jaft'finiihed thefe words ; and but for 
a torrent of tears that burft from her eyes, 
and gave her eafe, (he muft have expired on 
the fpot. Telafco gathered up thofe precious 
drops. " Calm thyfelf ! take breath/* faîd he', 
•* my only treafure i Live to love and render 
•* happy a brother and a lover who adore 
** thee.'*'-— —Yes, my friend I my brother ! it 
•• is you indeed," faid fhe, grafping them by 
the hand a hundred times over, firft one and^ 
then the other ; " once more, then, I poffefs 
•* all I value in the world. Tell me where we 
*' are, and by what miracle it is that we arc 
«* thus brought together. Are the people we 
*' are with a friendly people î" — *' Sincerely 
•• fo," anfwered Alonzo ; ♦* and I will be an* 
•^ fwcrable for their zeal to do you every fer^ 
** yice in their power- See here their King, 
** who is at your devotion -, and fartlier on, 
** beyonil thefe lofty mountains, reign* a moxc 
•* powerful Monarch, who loads trs with every 
** mark of kindnefs.'* 

The joy and tranfport of the three Mexi- 
cans was fuch as is not to be conceived. They 
were never tired with hearing one another's 
adventures ; but they could not help (hudder- 
ing, every' now and then, at the recoUeAion 
of the many dangers they had all efcaped. 

Mean time the rampart rofe apace. Alonzo 
ftaid only to fee it finiihed. He inftruâed and 

exercifed 
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exercifisd the Cacique and his people in the 
manœuvres to be employed in the defence of 
their walls; and after having made proviiioa 
againft every event» and put every thing in a 
pollure of defence^ he returned to the Inca^ 
accompanied. by the three Mexicans. 

Ataliba gave Jo noble and generous a re- 
ception to the fifter and friend of Oxozimbo» 
that while they were in his palace», it fcemed 
all one to them as if they had been in the bo- 
fom of their own country, in the court of the 
Kings their anceKlor^.. 

But that beneficent Monarch was far from; 
enjoying himfelf the comfortSthe had beftowed 
on thofe ill"ttftriDus. fugitives.. A deep melan^ 
choly had -taken poifeffion of his f6ul. Pow- 
erful, beloved,, tevercaced by his people^ he 
made every body happy but himfelf, Hi^, 
alas! was fax from being £9^ Fortune, as if 
envious of her own gifts, had mingled the 
bitternefs of domeftic difquict witfc the fu- 
perficial colouers of prosperity* 
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trade, manufadures, foil, produce and population, fiair-days* 
market and poft-towns, and other particulars ufcful and enter* 
taining. . ♦ . . .^ .^ 

The whole alphabetically arranged and carefully colîcâed from 
tlie beft Authorities, 

By Wjf. Weuxa» Sj(wa»i), Esc^ 

"^^^ The greateft care has been taken to render this Work not 
only pleating and ufeful, but accurately correal and to exhibit a^ 
.complete view of the antient a^d preient ftate of thb Kingdom, î^ 
"both Civil and EeclefiafiieaL For this purpoTe various authors 
were examined, the beft information has been obtained, and the 
fulled defcription given : nor h^s a fiçigle place been unnotked, 
that co«ld in any degree merit attentsoa {- abé¥f/««r fbwjmi 
Kamet of places being heze inferted. . 



